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. . Replies ko the Quastisnmaire o Soverpmepts on Implementation ofF

'+ " the Beijihg Blatform for Action by the Departmenkt of wWomen, the
Family and chilgpen af the Mirpiscry of Lakogry of [he Dussian
Frderation and che Stesce Scatitstical Cormittee [GOSKOMSTETI

Parrs Cine

pverwisw of trends ip sachigwing gender eqguality apnd
women's adwancement

Effurts bowards Lhe advabcement af the social and coonomic situation of
Fussian womsen Bre hased on che adoption of a4 e of immediate and leng-term
meazures and the claboration of & unified Government policy on wamen which calls
in the first place for che development of the legislative Bl pormative mase foyr
soiving oroblems affecting woment and escablisbing & gatispal mechanism to ensure
equal rights and opportunities for woemen and men and the climination of
SisSCriminstion AJAinst wimon,

The bagic thrust of Russia*s activicies £or che implemontation of the
Beijimg final documents was= bolle on strengthening prevencive ang grateccive
roasures for Ehe advaccemebtt af womsn, At Lhe same time work was cagzied out ko
draw the abbenkticon of socieby to che preblems faced bw womsn, agd to seek
affeccive ways of aolving chem.

In Mowvember 1997 che State Doea and Foderal Assembly cf the Rugsiacn
Federation &dopted "Guidelines for legislative actiwvities bto provect the right
pf men and women to equality of opportunify", which ocutlined a strategqy for che
development of Russian legislation co prevent gonder discrimination.

Tne Guidzliaes give considerstion o the rigot £o egqual parficipation of
mern and women in fecigicn-making at all leweias of Iesiglayive, pxrecuabive and
judicisl gower snd in tie orgaps of local sglf-gaverﬁmtnu, sceial and labsur
aghes, preventlen of wviolerce and perfvasl sesurity, protection of zeprodustive
nealtk, mattcnity apd <idldbood,, and & State mechaniam for ensuricg equa: cights
and epportunities for men and women.

Tnalysis of the rasulbta achiewad by bhe Russian State policies fowards
wogmen has made Lt possible Eo ASgess Lie progress ic the advancansnt of womed,
and alsm b ddentify L Jdiffidulbices wnich remain to be ovaroomns,

rogqresy arhigvod o sho advsngement of women

L. The zoclial and ecoosmis refaras implemented in che Russiar Fedoration hawve
cobtricuted o Che exkablishment of the elements of a markec opodel 5f the
azooomy, She Eermation of a non-ftate sector of che zoonomy wnd the emergeporn of
new attitudes on the labour market. During thds poriod significant changes in
the 2ocial sphevs securred - bhe intraduction of insurance principlcs in health
vare, the exparesion of the nou-skake Sector in providing social services and of
thg range of gaid sesvigus available o the populaliog, ALl oFf the abowve
expandoed the possikilicics for self-realilrzatior and created the conditcions for
freedom of choige Jor all citizems of Russia as o whole, iocluding women, and
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defined the variod forma of women's participation in che =secial. e gyment,
political agd public =pheres of life,

2. Bearing avgilable rescurges in mind, the Russisn Federatisn has aken
legiglative and adwinisbpative measures designed to adwvancs Lhe status . of Womar ,
freetest their rights apd interescs and mitlgate the effests of crisia =Zibudtions
on society.  The adeptien of iegislation diTectlwy aimed st praotecting the
congributional rights of women and establiszhing equality of spportunity bhetwoen
men and women was a resule of the democragixation of socieby,

Curitg the poriod under sonsideration, a aunbeor of decrees by the Pregident
of che Russian Pederaticn wers approved aimed at improving the scatus of women
in aociety ang increaaing their role in decizlon-making at all leawvels. .

The Government of the Ruesaian Fedefption approved ke duidelines far the
advancemant of Women in che wussfan Federation, which define the basic aress
calling for special concern: exercise of women's fights in deciszidn~making sg
&kl lawvals, ensuring equal rights in the job marckes, protecting che healchk of
wirmin, violance against wemen,

For the implementacion of che skrategic goals contained in the Gridaldines:,
4 Macieonal Plan of Action for che Bdvanoement of Homen and the axpansicn of
thelr Rode dn Sooiety by che Vear 2000 was drawn up and adopred,  The Goveroment
#f the fussian Federscion is monitoring cps implemencacicr of Ehe meascres
specified in the Waclonal Plao.

5. The period 19%5-19%7 wags Characterized by significant shranothening af che
role of cne oxrgana of Eie legislative and executive branches of the constibuent
parts of the Ruasian Federabticn in implesenting measures cnvIEaged for the
advancerent of worér: in ail apheres of agsivibty and orochikition of gender
digcriminarign, The work of che organs of local solf- =government in resclving
conesgtbe proflcoms in impiemepcsation of socie] policy took an Goecial

gigni fnonnse durlng thiz pericd, In the constituent parte af the Russian
Foderation, specizl Sragrammos wepse developed aimed ac s0lviag che zocial
proviemsg of woresr, Eamiiy and childres, assistance wich women' s emp Lo mane,
protection af their bealch, ensuripg reproduccive rTignks, and 80 on,

Ir order te ezse the situnbtion in che job marker in ohe constituapt LArCs
of Ehe Zussian Federawion, a major effort was conducted Ko organize jor trainiag
for poorily orotecled categoriaz of unemploved cibiseps, incivding disabled
women, mobthars of large families abd single mochews, and womer wilh miner
children aed disabled children. Gencraliy, job training for theseo cotegorios of
cicirens 24 oriented towards the possibility ol working ac hare,

Boprisrity directign in énsuring worsn's employmens dg many recions of com
Fussian Fedaration i% the development and suppors of female enbrepronensial
initiative. Toe regionnl emplovitent services aps providing training to women ﬂn
accusacians wnich laoad chem inko snEregrensyrohio and self- Emplcyment

Addivional measures hawve hoen taksn to support families with miner ohildren
and the system of zllewances to women on the birth af a child iz being improwved,
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Hdeasures aze being taken to develop the system of =socinl services for
families with childrer and for childrer oo as to expand the range <of social
gervices offered wich a view Eo bthe preventiocn and alleviatiok of arikieal life
situationa; this should help strengthen the instirution of the family and
coniribube ke a more even division of family respensibilities and BEbe procecgion
of the dnteresta of the individual .

Faderal special -purpose progranmes incorparating measures to improve the
sttuation of women arc being fopmulsted and casricd out. These Prhgranmme s
ineclude the federal special-perposc programne to promste goployment of thae
population of Lhe Rusaian Pederacion in 1998-2000, Ehe fedaral progeamme of
state Suppdrk for Emall-Soale entrepreneurship in bthe Ruasian Federation, ang
the programme of 2ocial refsrms in the Hussian Federation For the periad
L39g-400¢, wicthin the framework oF che Presidegtial Proegramme "Children of che
Aussian Federation", programmes éncitled "Safe motherhosdr and "Dewveclopmens of
the syatem of Social serviec inatitvbisos for familics, women aod childean" ave
being carviad ouk, -

. The resorting perdod iz characterized ber® by the continued
developmenrlk @f the network of social sprvices fov families and children, which
by the beginniag of 1993 had 2,334 ubits, and by the emergense of new
specialized social seyvice insticgtions: bhe ocrisis cencres for assisrance b
women who have found chemselwes in & difEjicult life situsbior.

At che beginning of 19%%, crizisz <enires for assistance Lo women wWLE
funczioning in six regions of che Russian Federation, and in 1598 over g, 000
wWLmoh sngS over 1,000 families reccived help, In addifisn, 32 cenbtrez to as%isk
battered womes arc in cperation in che Russian Federaticon, oxganized b
non-governmental crganizations and working in close gontact with the appropr late
chaze sggwiges,

7. The family planting service is rantinuing to bpe developed; ibg work is
simed at profe¢ting, preservins and inproving the bealth of women and childies
and the reproduascive healih of the populaticn and prevencing child disapilicy.
The family planning servicesa cared out werk ko upgrade LHo svazeth of zex
aducatior for adoicsmente.

A2 a tesult of Ehe programme measures which are being carried suk, chere

hasg ofen o trend towards a decline in infane aod miterna)l mortality, The sumbzer
2f irduped abortions pas fallen by nearly onc TUArTEY .

Fark Two

Finagrial and dngbitubionsal il BT

1 [(a) Hational machinezy has beern established in the Sussian Federation te
ensur: egual righba ard equal opooreunities for men ard wamen and kthe
glimination ¢f Qiscrimination agalnse women in all pranches of aulhericy ig the
Ruggiatr Federation, ingluding the prosidencial, legigslacive, and ewecutive
sucherities, both abk the federa)l Zovel and ak the lowe]l of the gonacituent warse
af tiz Bussian Fedeorabiciy.
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The Commigston for Women, the Family and Demograchy, atkbackhed co cke GEficse
of the President of Che Ressian Federation, iz a ¢ollegial advisory body for the
foumulscion and cocrdinabion of Stace policey for achieving egual rights and
opportunities for women angd wmety, improving the status of womet, sSupporcitg the
family, snd solving demwgraphic prooblems in tke Rysglan Federvabicn.

The Commitbe:z oo Women, Family and Youth was estaplished at the gecond
zeeaicst of the Stare Duma [fthe loder hovse of Ehe Federal Acsambly of the
RFugsian Federatiaon] .

In erder to strengthen ths natienal machipery for ensuring equal vighes gnd
equal epportupnities and eliminating all form=s of discrimlngbicon ageaingss wamsn,
and fakimg inte acocount toe recommendaticnzs of che finel docoments of che Pourth
Hoarld Conference for Women, the Sovernment of bBhe Bussian Federatciconm has 2
commission ot queskions £ imgroving the status of women; its main task i= to
ocoordinate the efforts of the federal executive beodiasz and the sxecurive bodies
0f Che conscitwent parts of the Eusaisn Federatien in the formylabion aod
inglementation of strategies for improviery the situatidn o8 women in the Russian
Foderallor., The Cotmmigzion i headed bv che Deputy Thairman of the Sowveramsnt
of che Russiasn Fedexakbidn,

The Department for Family, Women's and Children’s Quesbions oporstes within
ck=e Minigcry of Labouor ang Social Developrenkt of the Russian Federacion and has
resacngibility for coardinating gwerall State policy witk regard ce the Farilwy,
achieving focial eguallfy for worsa, apd enesuring the survival and heslreiw

development of childrea.

The work of the structures cobceérned with solving the problems of womesn,
the family abd enlldven oparating within State bodies at behe federal apd
regional lowels bas been significankly expanded.

guezticns of improving the scatus of womet Bave Bedn sct up in administracive
cagzobs, districkts apkd cowhs.
1

in the coenstituent parte of the Tussign Fecoration, cormissicns on

- "

ikt Tas holdiaog of global conferences hasz a broad lopacht in our countoy.
The lssues they oonsider and the decislona they adopt are publicized in che mass
madisz. The recommendationg mede in che fiesl documcncs of world comferences aro
Lnplematted Sy che federal executive hodies and the executive hedisg ofF the
sorspiceeny parcs of che Butssian Federsticn which are sompebest o doai with
thena problemns. Hoo-goveromental organizetions are iowolwadl in oha
implacentacion of decisions,

(=) The work of women‘sz non-esvernmental crganizations acd public
a2ggpciationa has been congiderably intensified, as one of the coppangnts of the
sen-profic seccor of gig aoobtamy,

The Aussizn Federatbicn currently has registered at the federal and
interregional levels over 650 non-governrental Srganizations which  Zring women
cogether to resolve the moat comples proplems £acing sociely, while over 15, 000
women' s arganlizacicns ag che ¢icy and local levele are in operacicnm in the
coeHLiseent parks of the Russian Federakbion.

S
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One aspeact of the fonsolidation of the effarcs of &1l the participancs in
the secial development process has been Lhe energence of a fgw phebnsmenan = a
focial partnershlp hetwseg State structures and pubilic Lo -gowvarnrienk a1
organitations which makes 1L pussible to Solve che most somplex social prablems
through corbined efforca. )

The State parries cut its work with woments tublic ¢organizacions on the
basis of agresments o joint acticn and protogals of inkent; 5= Parkicipatee ip
acbivities snd avents carricd ocuk by women’ s non-govesnmentsl organizatiapns amd
erganizes round Cahles o9 various guesticns of improving the status of women and
the work of these crganisacions,

For example, a round rable of wamen's puklic asgseciations and ton-peosfic
organizacions operates on a full-rime basis in the Ministry of Labour of cpe
Bussian Federation; ac its meetlngs, consideration i given to urgent problems
of improving the sooic-seonomic situation of Russian women, Jraft oational
reperes, plsns and =o forch. '

L]

Part Threp

Implemgniation of che Critical areas of conoern of che Reijing
Biatform for ncling

k. Innoyative moliciss, programmes rodesbs and good Actigr

In 1836 the Govarnmeat of che RBuseian federation adopted guidelines fFor
improving the sitwation of women fn the Rumaisn Federaticn which dofine the meig
aredas of special concern - chsepvance of women* s rlghts as pare «Ff humag righss
and fundamencal freedoms, Participation of women in decision-making ak 11
levals, enguring equal rights in bhe lakbsur merhat, protaction of women' s’
acalth, and violenso against womet:,

In crder ko implement the ﬁtrategies inid dewn in the guidelines, =
retional plan of ackibon up ko the ¥eal 2900 te improve the situvation of e 1
ard ephabce thelir roule in sucisty has beeg formulated and approved by the
Government of che Rusaian Pedersvicn.

Ch2ervance oF weomakn’ s rigiars in eanjunericn wieg human rights
and fukrdaments? Fresdoms

In acocordance wich the Constitutiog of Ehe RUussian Federation, nen awnd
women have equel richts angd Sreedoms ad eqgual CcDPOrEURiICics to perss then,
Eowever, thess conecibyrtional PIovigions aye scill aften declaracive in Rabura,
Since the system of measuyes to engsure bheir dmplamencation is noc aufficiencly
developed or effeckcivea.

It grder to remedy chis situation, in Hovember 192§ che Sktate Duma of the.
Federal Asserbly of ehe Russian Federation adopled quidelines on Locgigimbive
actjon to ensuire agbel rights and oqual ooporbunitios For weo and wolksn,
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The Gowernment of che Russian Federation i= paying a great deal of
actention to the obeervance of women's pignes, In 19%EB, a naciobwide conference
enticied "Women and dewelopment: rights, reality, prospects" was held.
Congreszes devibod to consideraticon of igoues of the status of women have been
neld, entibled: "HWomen in polikica, polities for wanep" and "Women for social
Goecuriby and stable developmegk* . ..

[zaues of the equal rights of women and wmen aré more and move fregquently
being taket vy at international Seminers. In 1998, the folleowing semitars,
amoty GLhcrs, were held: TThe policy of egual opportunities for women and met:
comparative legislation, principles and programmes of the Buropeap Union and the
BEuasian Federation* snd “Promocion of employment and equal rights for women in
the countries of the Comuobweoalth of Independent Statesn", .

The fumger of special women’' s pewspapers and magazines has incrensed
considerably.

k

The theme of the status of women is wresent So some degree in nearlw gli
publicaciong of 4 socio-political or culkural and educational characlter, There
is coverage Oof questions of ensering gqual righta avd opportunitbies for men aod
women in sewizl and economic life, ene wolfare of children and mothors, and
wemen' 8 health. In some tewspapers apnd magazives, special seckions are devabed
ra guch sphjeccs.

The specialiscs heliewve, however, chae pihlications concerned wiph gelining
the role and place of women in seciecy and changing the sterectyped concepts of
women account for no more chan T oper cent of overail makterials. A= a rule,
Articles and comments abzoub women and for women appearing in the Rossian press
arc cibher cogoerped with criminal situatioos igwolving vidlenoe against women,
or are confimed co adwvice on houseXegping.

In regebl vedars, alonn with magazines and agwspapars for ligho reading, a
aemser of Serious publications have appéared dea.ing with topical isspes of the
developmoat of the women's movenent, The work of legislative and expcutive
nodies in implemenbind the scrafegies Sor the improvement of che situation of
women:, And oCoer topics.  These publicationa include the pational noswepaper
"Zhenahchiry Rossiit (~Women of Aussia®), which kas been published =ince 1595,
the magazics "Yazoslaypa' (Moscow] . established ip 1%96, che magazine "Rrava
ahEmghEnin v Rossiit [(“Women's rights in che Russian rederat:on') pupiished
gince 13%E, the newepapers "Enensachica® (ThHoman")] (Kazan) asdg mrenburgskaya
sunarymva’, che rational weekly "Moskvichks+ ("Moscow woman"), Sougded vy =290
Coverament of Moseow, and 8 numper of oztherse.

Bargicipabion of women in decisiou-taking an il lewvels
Hine per cent of women 10 che £4ivil service held managerxial posce ik 1097,

2ixpy wamen ware elected to che firat Statse Dums of the Federsl Assernbly pf
Che Ru=sian Fedazation, and <6 woman to che second Stabce Doma.

The peed to ensure apgropriace repyosentbation of woret in the formuelakion
and implementation of Sbate policy wos raflected in a gdeecros &F the Presidenc of
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the Rusgian federacicn "On #nhancing the role of wemen in bhe svstem of Federal
organs of Svate power and Stale power organs of che conmgrituent parts of the
Fugaian Federatioqg",

The measures included in the decrep zra designed Lo increass Lhe:
participatbion of women i all spheves of the life of fociety and, above all, in
Ehe management of Stare affairs apd decigion-making,

In order to implement bhe decree of the President of the Russian Federation
"on enhancing the role of womsn iv.the aysktem of Ffedoral organs of Seakoc power
and $tata power ocrgans of tha constituent parte of the Rpssian FedprationT AN,
Activate work with civil aservise persontcl, a gyskem of procedure has heeh drawm
WP Lor orgenfixing work on the establishment of A data bank on female federal
employess a5 an infegral part of the data benk on Etake emplevecs. Work is
currently under way on drawing up this LOgadure

EoSuring asual wights in the labour market

In order bo promocc the employvment of women and support the develoomont of
WRIRCTL" 3 encrepronewsial initiativea, & federal special-purpose programme oo
promote ewployment of che populaticn of the Rusaian Federation in 1%98-20480 anc
a fedaral orogracie of Senca gupport for small busineases in che Russian
Fedaration are being conduacted.

Tne fedrral and regicmal emplonsinen proMabion DrOYTAMMES 3AC0FDoYéeke
specidl measurea Lo promofe the erploymenl of women, including;

=

The crganizaticr of job falirs for women,

The implemenrscion of programcs Sor rho gocial sdaptation of the
unemzloyed: "Job-seekers® ciub", “"PFresh sbark", "Practical skills for waurp-
and me forth; '

X

Fe-Lraining apd refresher Eraining for unemplayed women wisk Young
chilelres i

The estaklisbment of jeob guotas for this dpiegory of unemploved pessoneg:
The mromotion of enbraprenaursiip.

Vodational training for urénployed women it mainiy dirscted towarda
retraining [£4.5% per 2ent of all wemen who have recelved vocatiopnal crajaing)
and asic rraining (21,3 per ceat). Erery Centh wooen has gualified For a
second (related) acpupssiorn.

Article 5 of the Act of che Ruesian Fedesaticn "om education® Jquarantesy
ACcess Lo education regardless of Paes, ethaic origin, langwage, =ex, age, state
of healch, secial, fipancial aor cificial status, fgcial  origin, plase of
residence, atkbituds to =etigion, bolief or party affiliation. Citizenz of kFhe
Fusaian Federacion have cha OSPUTEUDILY LO recaive fresa gonerz2l and, an &
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compebitive basis, vorational edircaticn in Stake snd pmunicipgal educationai
instiltucions meebing Stake educational standards.

Terporary measures limicing che secese of women to 4 aumber of cocupacions
remain in force, however. This is Bocause ohe training of skilled wobkers in
vocational training institutions is carried out in accordepgce with che lise of
nfeupations which meet the Stake srandard for voeational braiming of the Russiag
Federation. Access to soqe ococupatiens is resrricted by a rula allowing
wocacional traiming for wemen and ménora andy in oceupations and for industedes
angd work in which their erployment is duly permikted; this rule i5 laid dewn ir
the standard regulatisons ob che continuous verational and ecocromic training of
specializad workess in the patienal ECONOMY approved by the State Labour
committee of the nisn of Zoviet Socialist Republics, the Stakte Committes on
Education of the Union of Soviet Secialisk Republies, and the All-Union centval
Counotil of Trade Unicns in June La3g.

In basic vecatiosnal training inskitutidng, prefevencial eroatment iz given
Lo womety with yourg children: individusl timetables are drewn vp for artending
classes, carrving oukb labaratory wark, and taking testa and examluarions.

Students of both Sexes are pducated Eogether in bhe sduecational
Ansbituetions of che Russian Federacion: they follow the zams CONSeS, uZe the
same texbhooks, study aids and eguipmenc, abg ave tausht che same =upjecks,
uging identical craining tochnigues, teaching mebthods and woachity aids.

Bqual <pportunicies for ohtaining grante acd otheg cdiocatiooal allowances
gie guaranteed oYV Law,

The inadeguate level of budgetary fimancing is having o0 adverse effect oo
Lhe: cquantifative and qualitative charasteristics of the cducarisoa] apnere.  The
cAucstion system’'s financial Sifficuicies ave stimulacing the develooment of
fes-payving education, The partial privatizaticn of exigbting educational
ipgtictlizns and cke emergencs of 94w private onez are makisg it difficulrl co
prevent inegualicvies in acpess tof educatino,  fo foredult, weil-off Families
N8VE grearter GUEDrEUniLies of obthining educacion,

The finanzial difficulcies which Rossgiaw faniligs face fre leading to an
increzse fn the porber of children Eorced e leaye general -eduacation middle
schools.  wWork 15 under way in the constdiusor parts of the Ruadian Fedoration
o mitipate thke sdverse offects of Ehis process and Lo create geondicicons ia
wioleh voung peopls, and girls in particelar, can concimue in educatieq.,

Healvh cave fgr wamen

In 18%6-:387, the Russian Federation adopted legislasion o safeguard the
beaith of pregoant women: the allowasos For women Whe pur themsalves vader
medical supervision in the sarly stagez of pregnency has besn raiscd o L mm -
wiage levels, and maternity leasye hat bean itiereased by 4 days for womes
CRIIVIRG more than one obild,

fean
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“he Labour Cade of the Rusalan Federation securas pregnany women's righs oo
medical éneck-uks in working hours withour loss of Tav,

To guaranies poopla’™s righes e free medical care, tha Mipistry of Healkh
O the Russian Fedeoration has developed a'Fedrral progvamme of Sczbe safeguards
ard Standards for the provizion of fres mzdical ¢are for children, rFregnant
women ardd woman in childbirth, ineluding these with vavious haaith prablems,

The rights of familics in the field of health care are backed v rhe
TFoundations af Scate Seeial Talicy for Improving the Status of Childrem= .
which were sob out in January 1996 by the Gevernment of bhe Fussian Federatclog
im ita Aclk "On &2 Plan of Action to eprove the Status of Children g the Tussian
Foderaclon" - and by the "Haticnal Plan of Agtion to Improve the Skatuz.of Homew
and Enhatiss cheir Bele in Fociety by the Year 2000", which make previ=Eion for
goecific medsvres co realize these rights.

State yocial policy towards women, ehildren and the family as & whole is
currently defined by the Presidential Degres "On Fundaments! Directions in State
Poiicy on the Familwyn.

The meeYwanisma for implencntivg chese fundapenksl girvectionz in the area =o°
maternal and child pealth care ave raflecced in che spaclal =purpose Federal
programmss "Safe Mecherbood-, “Family Planning" and “Sick children" under rhe
President’'s "Aussia's Childrepn pregramme, which was sstablished in Augusr 1954
oy Progidential Decres.  The prograrme was exiended co 3900 Hy & Feders! iorc -o
Sepbember 1527 and by a Presidential Decres in Jangary 1S0g,

Cwer the term of Lhe Federal rzafe HMotherhood", "Family Plarnipg" and “Hick
Childrcn" programmes, 200 Family planning and reproductive health rentres,

&1 perinatel centres angd 14 medical teaclling cencres were craated in the
conskbibpent parts of the Qussian Federation, togsther wish a medical genekics
gerviec and rebsbilitalion therapy divisions in the mAFar regicnal goptres,
Alsn, tne fivst Jepubklicowide Fanatoriuanbealyn resort Zivision was 2ELERI isnasd
Lor She rebshilizsbion of reproduccive gisordars <p Eeenare civln.

- £

Fedoral legislation tc provide sasinl Profection for mothars bas bees
develoned and adopted: - under ric Federal ACLS "Gn the Introedycticr of Changes
Bo Lhe Pedersgl Act ‘0o State Beneficg for Civizens with Children‘" and "o rhe
Intyoduction of Changes and Additinns to tpe Lalour Code of the Russiare
Foderabion", moenthily benefits are raizeg bo the level @f the minimum et v
wilg® for women who reclstor in eazly pregpancy, womer CArrying more tkan one
shild bave pre-nacal laave granked a: 22 wadny and preonart women Moy fheawva
nedical check-ups durisg working hovss withog: loss of PAy @t their main place
alfl work.

Families with children have che Tight co special benefits in the apus of
healkh gare s2 prescribed in bthe Possian Fedoraclon = lemislation, ingluding
free medicanion for ghildran ug to age Lhroa, and oo kg age =ix for low-income
familiesz, =pscial milk Protducts for childeoen in the First two wvears of ligg,
addicicnal living space and social benefits for a lavao range of illnessas,
paymant of travel coste bo the place of trsatment and so on
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High prioricy ia being glven ke carnbatins the apread of Human
Immunsdeficiency Virvs, including amongst women. Towards thia end, & special-
purpose Federsl programme, "Anti-MIV AIDS", has been develooed and funded,
Curpently, a draft Government decroec "On Urgent Measures oo Prevent the Spread,
¢F HIV Infection" is belng prepared. A néw Federal programme "On Medsurés oo
Develop Oncologicel Cara for the Populacion of the Russian Fedevabiom" ia bedng
devalopsed, which will provide for measurcs to achieve the goals it sets for work
on keeping women healthy, In June 13%5, a gpecial-purpose Pederal DrAgramme wis
e#5taplished cn “"Urgent Measures to Combat Tubersulesis in Fassia in 1o9a, 1994
and 2406

Vidleogn AOainst womet .

In recent wvear§, iLli-trastment of woomen and vwiclence against them hawve
increased in ouy society., The pumber of crimes where womeo axe the victims has
rigetnn. The persentage of crimes cotnmibbed out of jealowsy of A5 a renult of
guarrels and for ether domestic ressons increased From 7 per cent i 1994 to
1.9 por cent im 1395%6, while corimes for gain rosze from 16.3 Der cent to .
21.5 psi cent. Crimes sommitted for the purpose of obteining drugs tripled in
numger. EHEowever, cWer this pericd there was a noticeable drew in the merbers of
recorded criminai sssaults on women: the number of rapes and attemobed rapes
fell from 14,000 in 194 bto 9,309 in 1997.

To support women in difficult life siguations, includiag those wha bBewe
been subjected ve wviolengce, an expanding network of =oclel scrvices GEfices for
families and children has been astpblished. Detwaoen 1595 ans 1900, the nuamber
of thesa cffices roge from 997 fto 2,134. :

At che beginning of %98 there were six women'a cri=is &epbres in aperakticn
groviding legal, medical, peychological, edecational and ather forms oF help foo
woment on aiflicult 1ife Eituavions.  Also, [usEia has 32 help cenkres for women
vineims of vialence, crganized By noc-governmental grganizacions andg workitg
tlesely with the correspoadiog $tabe services.

- I

In 1%38, a Russian-American confercnce on "Preveniing Domeatic Vioclence
#Jaingt kgoen: the Experience aof Russia and the Maiked Scotes of Amorican and
cther ¢onferences were held.

inder the Federal Aot "On Maza Informacion Media", specialized erotic rackic
and televizion aroframmes may oe broadease enly between 11 Som. and 4 o.m. laeal
imz. =H=tail sales of mass media products specializing i materials and
commanicsbions with an ercoic eonlent ara peymiceed only in soecial peckagang
and at spocizlly dealgnated premises. dowevrer, bagaase of the lzok of =plizble
coanrgl on the part of the Stske and its lsw-spforcement orgents, these
Arovisicons are often breachead,



FH-1553%7 -1z- L
A0 G
B, Exjisrip Eacles to the advapoement of woned and measures
ken OVerinn ni

In Ene Russian Federation, there are serious proeblems i; the areas of
woagn ' s wital activities which are ecause fFor concern o the orgens of Skate and
Lo socieby as a whole. : . .

1. The egsial and economis transformacions bhat took place inm the country
becween 1995 and 1297 lad zo signifieant differsnces Iin the living stapdards of
Rusaian women. About 30 por cent of Sussian womsn ars unenploved, indigent aned
gingle snd reguire specific forme af ao¢ial auvpgert, The inocomes of this
cebégory of the population are largely geatricted ro tbe sociat payments thew
receive and as & rule they live helow Ehe poverty lina. .

Of weemployed parents bringing up mingr children or caring foar those who
have becn invalids since childhesd, 74 PEL CENL were womtn; womco make up
32 per cent of unemploved single parenks; dnd 7s ber cank of parencs with large
Fam:ilies Broa women.

The income levels of almost a third of Rugsian womst were telow tho mindmom
negded to live on, The higgesl concentration af workers with pay st per cenp o
loss of that minioum is in cho budger s social secror, which eMploy mainly
wOmEn.  Women's wages range from 65 per cent of ments in £he maching-roml
indusksy [where 4% per cear of ehe workforce ard womel) Lo §2 per gant po
0 Zer penc in tho fcobwsar and apparel induscry {where 70 per cen: Lo
F0 per cent aroe women) ,

The financia)l crisis wpich Broke oue in August 1998 Sionificancly worsenad
the already diffigulc =ocial and Boonomie situscion in Ehe country, causing a
zharp rise in ipflatiarn god Tzfueing the pozpulacion: s purchazing poweyr; sincao
then, the living standards of Russian citizess kave continued to Fel7,

= The role of women in decision-making at =12 jowvels reszins insigonificanc.
Toeir represenlbakion is Ehke highdst offices of Stare dogs nob carreapoad -o
Lheir real centribulbion e Etrengtibening the fcate nysiem.

The adoption of the Freaidentinl Decreg "om increaging the Role of Nomen ip
the Zwstem of che Federal Qrgans of Brale Powar gng the Organe of State Power of
the Constituent Parts &f the Bussiac Fedoration” ghows that che Sresidens ang
the Goverpmrant ackiowledge che peed no develon addilionsl messures Lo sECrack
Wwamen to hish ofZfice. Howewsy, no real vessits have ¥et beer azhieved in che
atbemok ta molve Lhis problem,

3, Tne inadequnte zccrss for women ta financigl, credic and ﬁ:nperty rights
insCitutions. property and land that prevailed ar the beginting of the merkzr-
orjionted trapsfoimakicns, the WA wWaktmn were de fagto exclpded from
privabiracion, awmd the displaceirect of wonoo frem the higheincome zectors of rhe
BCanomy Are raRing wohén's sdaptaticon vto msrket conditions oove difficuit spdg
sre sifnificanely diminishing phoir enjoymant of the cgual ospporturities sot ogr
in tpg legizlation. '
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The trend in recent vears bowards a falling proporcion of women in socobors
guch ag Jommerse, catering, lendirg, finance apd insurance, which woed to be
censidared the sectors ip which women predominated numerically, =an be explajnedg
By the fack thab chese sectors are experiencing the faskteskt wages groweh apd a
corresponding displacemens of women. - :

4, Elements of gendex-based discriminstion ie employment persisk,

Srate labour dnspoctionz show that wiclatiens of Ehe legislation on women's
etploymeank are ooourring on a magsive feale, Over 2 ninesmonth pericd in 1994,
the Pussian Labour Inapececorats ¢onducted more than 5,000 special-purpose
checks, diacovering and rectifyiog 0,600 breachesz of ehe legislation con
employment and lasbour preosescicn for women. .

Tie gituarien in terms of labour pestiection for women remains unfavourable.
Womon suffer a large number of iadustrial injuries. The worsh Sisvation far
industirial injuries and working conditionz fa to be Epund in agricuitural
entarprises and organiralions, where owver 19,000 women are injured everw yone.,

The major prokblem remaina of getbting women out of cheese workplases, This
must go hand in hand wicth an agpropriatc system of retraining and bhe creation
ur additional joms. Provisiob if made to solwve this probles Lo the Hatiopal
Plan of Action for che Rdvapcement of Women ahd Enhancemant of Their Rols in
EZpciety by Ehe Yeas 300640,

DuTing 1854, in preparatien Ior relisving women of “ea—wy maoual labour anc
work in unhealthy or hazardous conditione, the consticuent parte of the Russian
Fedaration engaged in a3 certification exergise for workplaces where gonditions
are wnb2althy or hassrdoua. FPlane (programmes) were then developed for
relicving woman of such work and providing them with retrasininco ang job
placement {fimplementation began in 21539).

ER Despite Lhe sceps 2eing bcaken by che Geesrnmoeot, fetween 1995 and 1530
Lipard wah a detorisraticn in womeh'z health, Phe number ef norma: hLirchs
degiinod snd che numoer of abkormel delireries grew, as fid morbidity in
pregnankt women - SnAemia, cisculazory problems and late prosnancy toxaemis,  The
oumber of women with Lubezoelosis rose and the incidongs of HEY iefecrion move
thar opadronled.

G. Toe rise in chargsable publi:¢ sorvices iz a matter fgr conoRrm, especislly
in healtn and education, where =ealization of the egaskizuticnal righos to Froe
medical care and free education iE thereby beins significancly impeded,

Siwtw-threo per ocent of all canspeer service enterpwisen are putside Lhe
Frake gecuor,  Sixty-seven per cent nf lausndries, Sz pev ferlk of public backing
facilities and 42 per cent af dyyelenners have repaitnad in the ztate neckor,

The currenc tcondd in the #uasian Federation is for the proportion of
chargeable serwvwices in tpe health aystem to increase. In thab sonnecticn, the
conseibyent parts of the Eugsian Federabion are implemenling measures bo Crowids
seshal Support for specific vopulaiion geoups auch ans women,
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Tha education system is characcerized by che development of altarnative
forms of instructisn, including Feerpaying education, whiech may b2 provided hy
either state or privese educabtional sSCructuros.

Fee-paying education naz gshoewn a significane ipsrease 4o receul years. In
19387 alene, the wolome of education services provided by Lhe privace seclor
itcreased by over 40 per sonr. -

The cost ofF preschosl cape for childran has sisen glgnificantly,

In the Ruseian Federation, theve is o differsntiated approach ta charging
for the use of acake preseheol Eervicea;: their cosk to a famfly doey not exoged
#0 per cent of the bwczal cosc of keaping & child ip a preschool insgitutiarn; for
certain groups of children, avch as children from large families, the fee is
even less. Developmentally challenged children attend preschood insbituktians
fres of charge,

-

7. Ill-treatment apd violenoe against woman conkiijues ta BiEE a3 Serious
problem.  In recent years, tols domestic Problem has been compounded by tha
frlicit trafficking in women for sexual explodicatbion abroad. The situeabion is
exacerbated by a lack of skabistical data an this process. as well as an gheoence
of legiszlakiwve provisions and criminal prooederal work ob Ene releswvanc
oreliminary investigations,

The Government of che Russian Federation is toncerned ot che spregd of
5UTh A negubive pheromenon as the {lidiecis traificking in women For soxeal
exploitution abrosdg, In 1557, Lhese tgsues were addrassed at moetings of che
facurity Cofmittee of the State Duma: seminscs and consultacions were held with
the participarion of Russias and foreign spegialisks, represegtatives of
intereated lecizlacive and sxecurive hodies and Lo generel pubplic,

The Russisn Paderation has gsoumeds the ashbligations undar the Tiired Hationg
CorvonTion for the Suppressichn of Trafficking in Persfons and of kthe Explaicacie:
2l the Prostizucian of Jokers,

b
- ’
Thera is currencly a lack of scatistical data an the proplem of unlawful

trafbicking in women &b Jirls acroEs che bordere of the Russjian TFederatiogn,

In vhe Russian Federailion, avocroaches bo iegal regulaticn of grimipat
‘pracedurs are Surrently Leing elehovated in Fespeot o0f issues Gonmected with fhe
iliicibk srafficking in Russian wemen stroad., The probleom iz compounded by sha
face zhakt the ¢rimes themselwves bend to be commitkced on the Cerriterigs of othar
States, herce the imgartance of CoOFAinabitey internaticnal offorts il Ehig srea,

. Commigments bo fureher action and pnitiatiwvgs

5. In agcordince with the obligatieons aszsumed by che Soveroment of Lhe
Fussian Fegeration at the Beijing Conferences;



S9-15532 -18. :
B G

- The Russian Fedaracion has =aelfied Enternational Labour Qrganization
Lonvention No. 156 concewrning Egual Opportunities and Equal Treaztomenc
for Men and Wemen Workers: Werkers with Family BResponsibiliries:

- Rogystem of measurcs to control viclonooe against women is béipg
doeveloped;: - ) .

- A% & resulk of acuicns taken, maternal and infank mareality L5 being
&tapilized, and the number <f aborticns haz been reduced by ocariv g
guarter; '

- Vocational craining progoammes for the unemployved are Beinrtyg drawn ugp
and put inte bractiecs, with brigrity accorded te the Yooatbiongl o
training of women with minos= thildren;

- Efforts are being undertzken to BOEUrs the agual participsticn of men
sNd Wothen in the holding of peulic cffica:;

- # mocizl partnership hetween state structures aond hon-goveromental
WemEn'E crganizakione is being Dromoted with a view bo Lackling che
problema oF improving the status of Walnar ,

7. L 13392000, the warisoal plan of action Tor improvitg the status of
Wecn will cenkinee £o be implemented with s wiaw Lo promoeing che empleyimens of
women, prowiding subport for unemslored women who are the saole breadwinners in
their famities, and for Fsmilies in wnich hoth parents axe unerpl oyed, asgiscing
in the promoticon of women's bosiness initiatives, awd develooing a network of
fpecislized dnstitvcbions for the orovision of sociel services for women and
caiidren.

E. A2 a resulec of discussicns in the Cormiseion on improving the Staruy
cf Wogmen utder the Goveroment of the Bussian Frderation regarding prooreas ip
imgiemonting Lke naciossl clar of actiarn for ioproving the sZcatus o' women anc
eraencing cheir role an gociety il zhe pericd up ta che Year 000, 4 decis:nn
was Lakean cencernicg the need for vevizien and usdating of the olan. Proposals
recsived from 2rabe modigs and nenspovernmental srganizaticns for Droadeninz koo
FCoge of the national plan will sarve as g basis for Che elaboratior of a TLEwr
SEtrakeogy for action Lo improve the status of women in the Zohw cerm.
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