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Overview of frends in achieving sender equality atd Wwomen's advancement

In the Union of Myanmar, women enjoy equality with men as an inherent
right. A Myammar delegation, which had attended the Fourth World Conference
oft Women, held in Befiing in 1993, had the opportunity to apprise the world
community that women are fully enjoying their rights in the country. The
Myanmar Delegation joined other delegations in adopting the Befjing Declaration
and the Platferm for Action for the Advancement of Womer,

In fulfillment of the comritments made in Beijing, the Myanmar Natianal.
Comumittee for Women's Affaics (MMNCWAY was established on 3 July 1996,
under the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettiement which is
designated as the National focal point for Wemen's Affairs. The committes is
chaired by the Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement and members
of the committee are the Deputy Ministerz from related ministries such as the
Ministrics of Health, Education, Labour, and Foreign Affairs,

The ihree Presidents of the notable womenrelated non-governmental
organizations of the covntry, viz. the Myanmar Matemal and Child Welfape
Association (MMCWAY; the Myanmar Women's Sports Federation {MWEL); and
the Myanmar Women's Entreprencur Association (MWEA) are also members of
the committse. The Myanmar National Working Committee for Women's 4 ffairs
(MMWCWA) wag subsequently formed on 7 Oetober 1996, It was followed by
the formation of State, Division, District and Tewnship (grassroot) levels
working committees for women's affairs,

Az 2 follow-up action to the Beijing Confierence, Myanmar became a party

to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Diserimipation Agsinst
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Weomen in July 1997, The initlal report of the country to the Convention was
submitted in March 1999,

The MNCWA adopted the Myanmar Natfonal Action Plan for the
Advancernent of Women in Decemnber 1997, It holds regular meetings every three
months and reviews reports submitted by the MNWCWA on its activities and
developments. It has also adopted the shori-term plan of action for the Working
Commitiee and has laid down policy guidelines for the a&vamemﬁm of women,
especially for those hving in the far-flune remote border areas,

In the Statement of the Secrefary (1) of the State Peace and Development
Council, Lt.General Khin Nyunt, on 27 July 1997 at the MNOWA meeting, the
following Policy Guidelines were laid down:

(a2} To effectively promote the health, education and socio- econemic
status of the entire mass of Myantmar women down to the grass-roots
lese];

B To ecdocate and organize the Myanmar women to uphold the

' tradition, culture and fo safeguard ome's own lineage and religion
with 2 view to combat the infiltration and influences of foreign
culture which could lead to social problens; |

(¢) To strive in unison for the emergence of a peaceful, modem and
developed nation by all the women ferces fiom povernment
departments, nop-governmental organizations, social organizations
and members of the Union Solidarity and Development Association,
at various leveis, enpaged in Wornen's affairs;

(d} To implement the resolutions of the World Women's Conferences
into action in sccord with the State policy and political, economic
and social objectives;
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e} To make endeavours by the Women's sector to achieve the political,
' education and social objectives of the State by formutating relevant

aimz and objectives based on the momentum of success gained.

The MMNCWA has identified six eritical areag of concern for the
advancement of Myanmar women namely: Education, Health, Violence Against
Women, Economy, Girl Child and Cuolture. Sub-committess for these six areas
have been set up accordingly. Out of the six areas of concerm {dentified, five sreas
are talcen from the twelve crifical areas of concem of the Beijing Platform for
Action. Culture 15 an additional area of concem of the MNCWA. These six areas
are considered basic and the most relevant for the advancement of Myanrmar
wornen. The activitics on these areas are to be carried out with the cogperation
and c-:;ilabnratiun of the Ministries concerned as these areas are already dealt
within the prograrames and functions of the Ministrics. With the participation of
the MNCWA, the Ministries will 2lso be able to implement the plans and
programmes more effectively and genderwise, Although only six areas have been
identified for focus, the remaining areas are zlso given due attention, Most of the
critical areas of concern of the Beijing Platform for Action are interrelsted and
interdependent. Integrated programmes on the enhancement of the role of women
m the Health, Education and Economic sectors can benefit the areas of Women
and Poverty, Human Rights of Women and Women in Power and Decision-
making. Regarding the area of Women and the media, the mumber of female
journalists, camera crews, enginecrs, announcers, vocalists, mediators, reporters
are inr;reasiug in recent years, The MNCWA representatives sit on the cansor
board of Myanmar Motion Pictures and Video, The media is urged not to give a
distorted image of wornen to the public but to enhance the awaretiess of their role
and contributions to the farily, the community and the country,
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In the Women and the Environment arez, the environmental awareness
among the Myanmar women has increased significantly over the past decade and
Myanmar women pay much mote attention te the environmental issues and have
become more convincad of the importance of protecting the enviromment.
Acecordingly, the Myanmar women ave now actively inmvolved in environmental
activities such as ree planting, soil conservation, water harvesting, agro-foresty,
cleat-up activities of the Myanmer National Commission for Bavironments]
Affairs. Furthermore, the Myanmar Natioral Commission for Environmetial
Affaitd, the principal arganization for emvironmental affairs, has women officials
m the higher hierarchy of the organization. The MINCWA has plans to participate
in National Afforestation Programme by planting a variety of troes in public
places in ¢ities and towns during the rainy month of Tuly, 2 month desipriasted as
Arbewr momth in Myanmar, The area of Wemen and Armed Conflict is net
refevant to present-day Wyaumar, since the couniry has been in peace far
decades. However, there are a large mumber of female nursing cadets, police
officers, and prison wardens in Myanmar,

The MMCWA bas organized seminars, and workshops in the COnptey
and sent delepations to varions regional meetings on the advancement of wormen,
Asz a result, Governmental officials, Representatives of the States and Divisions
Working Committess and NGOs have an opportunity to share the experiences and
to examine obstacles and constraints in activitics carried out at different levels for
the advancement of Myanmar women.

Some of the activities of the MNCWA are az follows: -

{z) Publications in Myanmar language of excerpts from the

existing laws, Tules and manuals on the protection of the rights
of Myanmar women and Comparison between the rights of
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women enslitined in CEDAW and those in the existing
Myanmar laws on Women's rights, April 1998

Mational Seminar an Women's Development, §-7 May1993
The First Myanmar Women's Day Celebration, 3 J uly 1988
The First Myanmar Women's Conference, 6 to 9 December
1998

Regional Consultation on Vielence against Women and the
role of the Health Sector, 12 to 15 January 1999

Third International Wornen's Day Celebration,8 March 1999
The submission of the initial country report to the CEDAW,
March 1999

These occasions were attended and addressed by the State high authorities
and widely publicised through media such as newspapers, television and radio.

Interviews with the ieaders of the women's organizations about the occasions

were also broadeast to enhance the public awareness of the role of women in the

nationdl development endeaveurs.

The globat financial crisis has not yet affected Myanmar ditectly, but the
country has suffered from the contagion effect and the Foreign Direct Investment
{FDI) inflow has dropped im the country. To recover from the effect, some

remedial measures have been faken as necessary and restructuring and TECOVEEY

strategies have been laid down based on national requirements. The country is

self-sufiicient in basic food requirements. So the effect is relatively fow in the

entire people Including women and gitls.
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Financial and [nstitutional megsures

As mentioned in the report earlicr, there is no discrimnination whatsoever
against women in the cowntry, the national budest does not nesd to allocate
separate headings for women's-specific policies and programmes. The policies
and programmes for the advancememt of women have been laid dewn as an
integral part of the national development programmes. Myanmar's nationa]
programmes for the enhancement of the role of women are in fact mostly in line
with the Beijing Daclaration and Platform for Action. For these reasons Myanrmar
considers it unnecessary to create new programimes to follow up the Platform for
Action. It is necessary only to revise the policies fiom time to time to keep
abreast with the fast changing developments in women's affairs at both regional
and international levels,

The Myanmar National Committee for Women's Affairs (MNCWA) has its
own budget (fund) apart from the allotment in the national budget thioush the
Ministry of Socfal Welfire, Relief and Resettlement. The fund is totally
independent and spent only on the activities on the advancement of woinen, The
fund depends on voluntary confributions of the individual, companies, and
organizations within the countries.

The well-known and established non-goverrnental orgamzation in the
field of advancement of women, the Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare
Association (MMCWA), received assistance within and outside the cOountry.
Because of the bilateral donations, the fund has been increased significantly in the

receht vears.
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As follow-up to the World Suramit for Children which was held in New
York in September 1990, Myanmar acceded to the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child in July 1991, Subsequently it became a state party 1o the
Comvention on 15 August 1891, The Government promulgated the Child Law as a
State Law oa 14 July 1993 to implement the rights of the child recognized in the
Convention, The Myanmar National Committes on the Rights of the Child
{MMNCRC ) was formed in September 1993 1o implement the provisions of the
Child Lavr effactively and succesafully.
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Implementation of the critical arcas of concem of the Beljing Platform for Action

A dnnovative policies, programmes, projects and good practices.
The Myanmar Natlonal Committes for Women's Affairs has implemented

five eritical areas of concern of the Beijing Platform for Action and one additional

area of Cuiture. The activities carmied out in implementation of these & areas of

coneern are . as foflows;

Education and training of Woinen

In Myanmar, education pelicy and procedures for admission, selection, and
exarmnination are satns for male and female, Every educational institution s
providing same curricula, teaching methods, quality of teaching staff, and
teaching-learning materials for all smdents without discrimvination due to sex.
Almost all forms of education at all levels are co-education.

Myanmar is launching Education For All (EFA) project to achieve
Universalization of Primary Eduecation. The Ministry of BEducation is providing
special funding for free textbooks, clothing and stationery for needy students. The
Government is trying to ctisure universal access to Primary Education by enlisting
the support of parents and comununity throughout the conntry. There are no
school fees for primary educatien at ali. Every school has started using
continuous assessment and prograssive system at primary level since 1998-95,

The Basic Literacy Programme has been carried out in three Divisions:
Ayeyarwaddy, Mandalay and Sagaing with the eollaboration of the Governrent
Deparfments and Myanmar Maternial and Child Welfare Associations.
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The national and international NGOs offer stipends and scholarships to the

needy students to increase enrollment and retention rates.

The funetionat literacy progranimes for 15+ age group.iz implemented in.
all the States and Divisions.

In order to eradicats illiteracy ameng women, local learming centres are
aestablished in Buthidaung and MaungTaw Townships in Rakhine State with the
eoflaboration of the UNHCR. The target is to reduce the female illiteracy rate of
20.49% at present to 11% by the vear 2000,

The vocational training programme:s such as sewing and embroidery
classes, livestock breeding training for the women and girls are held with the
collaboration of UNDP and UNESCO  as part of the Human Development
Tnitiative (HDI) programme.

Teaching materials are alse provided for skill-based lteracy programme
through Non-formal Education. Skill-based literacy programmes, continuing
education programmes and other vocational training for dropouts from secondary
and fertiary levels are providing same opportunity for men and women. Project on
skills-based Literacy propramme for women and girls - project has been
implemented by Myanmar Bducstion Research Bureaw / UNDP n many
townships and iz still in progress,

To ensure access to quality education and training at all appropriate levels
for adult women with little or no education, Myanmar Edvcational Research
Bureai,, Myanmar National Commission for UNESCC and Asia /Pacific
Culiural Centre for UNESCO (ACCLD from Japan are in the process of
negotistions to establish Literacy Resource Centres for Girls and Women (LRC)
in 1999,

Almost all the teaching staff at primary and secondary levels is female . At
tertiary Ievel there are femaie demaonstrators, lecturers and professors.
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Woinen and Jealth

Iyammar women have an equal access to heafth care services with men,

Heglth care is provided to all citizens in Myanmar without any diserimination.
There i3 no traditional or customary practices affecting the Lealth of women and
girls, such as female genital mutilation, which is alier to the Myanmar culture and
totally unknown in the country,

The reproductive health, one component of National Health Plan in
Myamnar, iz promoted by the introduction of birth spacing programme since
garly 1990', The programime has been exiended to 117 out of 324 townships by
the end of 1998, The activities arg being conducted by the variqus depariments of
the Mimistry of Health in collaboration with local and international NGOs, other
related Ministrics and .private sechor as well,

Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association hag conducted training
on Hfe gkills for women in 96 townships since 1597 to strengthen preventive
programmes that promote women's bealth. Both o bhan asd mral women have
been mrvan information on AIDSS §TD preveniton, prevention of ather infectious
diseases and basic necessities for Beabthy living. These women pass om the
fnformation to the others. The progeammes wilk be expanded to remaining
townslups 1o the following vears,

Te reduce maternal mortaiity rate o less than e per thousand Hve births
by the year 2001, health services particuletly primary health care aze being
strengthened,  Under-cne-infant care znd  under<five-child care are being
strengthened in order to reduee mortality rates of infants and childien by one half
of the 1990 level by the vear 2001,

The Deparntment of Health has done frainitg courses on syndromic
management of $TDs for general practitioness, kemship medical offfcers, doctors
from the matermal and child heakth cewres 2nd other basic health staff in 96
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towniships. The training courses will be extended to the remaining townships by
the year 2001,

Information, education and community materials (IEC) regarding the
prevention of HIVS ATDS have been produced in different ethnic lanpuages. The
community including -youth and students are given AIDS education by the
tovwnship health departments.

A pilot study on Essemtial Obstetric Care in a township in the
Ayeyarwaddy Division had been camied out by the Sub-committee of health of
the MNWCWA . The findings of the study will be submitted to decision-making
anthorities to be used as a model in other townships.

Violence agaitst women

In Myanmar, there exist very few cases regarding violence apainst women,
This i mainly due to Myanroar traditions, culture and practices, which continne
to ensure for women a position in liee with contemporary concepts of equality.
Although it is not a majer issue, it is one of the priotity areas of concern of the
NIMCWA, as it can effect women's health and hinder the advancement of womern.

The Sub-committee on Violence against women has tzken integrated
measures 1o prevent and reduce violence against women, to provide help and to
rehabilitate the victims of violence. The Sub-committee has laid down strategies
such as Raising awareness on the violence directed against women; Wide-spread
dissernination of information on where to seck help for victms of violence;
Upgrading the capacity for providing health care for the victitns incleding
establishment of drop-in centres, counselling centres and shelter homes.

Research on viclenee against women has been carried out In some States
and Divisions in order to explore the mapgnitude of the problem, to identify the

possible cavses of violence, and to dsterming the conseguences of it. The result
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has been found that the magnitude of both physical and mental violence are quite
low as expected. -

A small-scale stady was conducted in four townships on marital violence
by using quantitabive and qualitative methads. The data of two townships has
been znalyzed , and it iz found that the percentage of mental violence is higher
than phiysical viglence. The maln causes for viclence are financial problems,
aleohel, and disharmony with in-laws and adultery.

Two counsalling centrez each in Yangon and Mandalay Divisions have
been established to help the victims of violence. It is in the process of establishing
at least one counselling centre each in Slates and Divisions.

The waimng workshope on Systematic data collection and Counselling
wethodology were held in Yangon,

The Mimstry for Progress of Border Areas and Natjomal Races has
established eight vocational training centres for gitls and women in the town
adjacent to neighbouring countries to prevent trafficking in women and girls.

The Department of Social Welfare conducts domestic science tmining
courses in States and Divisiens for young women and girls to be able fo carry ot
Imcome-generation activities, :

The MMNCWA has established a task force on trafficking of women, with
the participation of departments concerned.

The MNCWA, 2 local NGO iz also combating wafficking of women by
means of educating, alleviating poverty and generating income. Credit and loan
schemes have been implemented in 30 townships. Voeational training
programmes have been conducted so far in 25 townshipe and it will be  itereased
to 50 towmships by the year 2000,

In Myanmar there exist Laws which counter sexual exploitation, frafficking
and sale of childrer across borders. One of the Laws namely The Suppression of
Prostitution Act, 1949 was amended fn Apefl 1995 according to prevailing
circumstances.
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Women and the Economy
Myanmar has replaced its cr:mrally' plammed economy with a rmore

liberalized economis policy and has instimbed structeral reform measures to pave
the way for market orviented economic system. The Government has alsg
liberalized domestic and external trade, promoted the role of the ptivale sector,
and opened the country up to foreign investment. As such number of companies
and joint venfures have increased significantly,

As Myanmar women have an equal opportunity with men in the econotmic
secteor, there have been many femate owners of companies, managees, traders,
sharehoclders, brokets, shop-gwmers and pelly taders ete. Moreover, the number
of women entering the ares of business, commerce, agricultiral and ndustral
seciors has alse increazed.

Agcording to 1998 Labour Foree Survey there are 14.28 million males and
8.82 million females in the Labour Force. All male and fomale workers in the
same professions bave equal pay for equal worke, I the Agriculture sector, the
first priority area in the country's economy, the role of the rural women's
patticipation is increasingly recognized by the State. Sixty-four percent of
Myanmar Labow Force i5 actively enpaped in sgricullure sector in which
womet's labour is mosty engaged in fhe arsas of land preparation, seeding,
transp!énting, intereultivation, fertilizer application, harvesting, threshing and
cleaning. To boost the agticultural output and to aise the income of the rural
populace the Govemment has talken steps to exploit the untapped land resources,
The Government has undertaken projects to tame vacant, follow, virgin and wet
lands and made arrangements for the national eafreprensurs to grow crops In five
Divizsionsz of the country.
| The Ministry for Progress of Border Areas and Natiomal Races and
Development Affhirs was eatablished in 1992 as the Government has designared
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the border area development as top priority. The Government has been carrying
aut the regional development works such as building of roads, Lridges, hoapitals,
clinics, basie educational schools, vocational fraining schools especiatly for girls
and wornen and seting up communication links. As a result, social standards and
living conditions of the national races have improved considerably.

Myanmar Women Enfreprensurs Association (MWEA), = Jocal NGO, is
playing an active role in raising the socio-sconomic life of Myanmar women and
in encouraging environment friendly and cultarally sensitive businesses. One of
the ongoing snecessful activities of MWEA s the credit and loan schemes for
women casual sellers in the mavket The Association also heid seminars,
workshops on business manegement, product develonment, financing, preduction
and quality control and the legal aspects of business. MWEA held a seminar on
Micto Credit Systems and Women's Banking with the cosperation of Hanns
Serde] Foundation In February 1999 where experte on Wowen's Banking from
Malayzia and the Philippines shared their experiences with locel experts and
persons interested in this feld.

The Gir-Child
In Myanmat soclety, the children are looked wpon as precious
tregsures regardless of sex. Both bays and ginls are squally loved In the femily.

Some families prefer daughters as they usually take more responsibility of the
parents than the sotis ‘do. The children sre protected in all possible ways by
pavents, relatives and the community. As in other socicties, Myammar recognizes
that the girl-child needs special care, as their age has to experience phyzical,
psychological and mental changes.

To promaote the pirl-child’s participation in social, econemic and
political life, youth organizations such as the Union Solidarity and Development
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Association, and the Myanmatr Red Cross Society are providing vartous training
courses for youth including the girl-child at the township level.

The Sub-commyittes on girl-child is conducting an action research oo
Iz target group in the mral areas in Yangon Division 1o protect and safeguard (he
righls of the pirl-child,

The advocacy meetings relaling to negative cultural allitudes and
practices againat girls are being held in all fourteen Stales and Divizions,

The Sub-cotnmittec on girl-child bas distributed five thousand copies
of Manual for Women’s Development throughout the country,

The MNational Committee on the Rights of the Child is the mosi
responsible organization in protecting and safeguarding the rights of the child,
including the girl-child.

Women and culture

Women and cultwre is the addiional area of concern- of the
MMNCWA, which the government has placed as one of the top priority areas in the
advancement of women, The swb-committer on Women and cullure has heen
carrying out 4 number of activities to implement the social objectives of the
country, viz., to uplft dynamism of patriotic spirit, national presige and integrity,
to preserve the cultaral heritage; to sateguard the Myanmar culiure and traditions.

The essay and poctry competition, extempore talks and debates on
the 1opies such as the role of women in preserving the cullural heritage; Myanomar
Waornen's Day etc are being held annuaily at basic and higher cducation levels,

Myanmar taditfonal music and dance, compeosing and singing
competitions are organized al the State and Division level. Fashion shows are also

held (o revive and encourage the wearing of traditional Myanmar attire.
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) Classes on religion for girls and young women are being held during
the summer vacations. The Myanmar tradition of venerating elders is included in
textbooks and public actions as well as in other media,

Publication for women with a focus on Myanmar culture and
traditions are being published. Special radio talks and television spats for women-

related matter will be aired on a regular basis by the year 2000,

B. Obstacles encountered

In implerenting policies and measures in the above-menticned six
critical areas of concern, only a few obetacles have been encouniered. But as there
exist no dizcrimination against women, these obatacles are common in pature as
m mh:-:r policy iraplememations. There i5 a lack of human resoutces in the
women-related organizations due to the fact that most of the personnel who are
involved in the commitkees have their primary duties. They can only perform the
activities of the committees as their secomdary dubies. There are also lack of
technical, fmancial and material resources for the initiation of innovative
programaes and projects on the advancement of Myammar women, Furihermore,
it is necessary 1o motivate and educate the entire women-folk o cnable them to
pacticipate in the activities for their own benefit.

There are no traditional practices harmful to the health of
women and girls. Though thers are sensitive 1ssues and social stigma regarding
wommen's health as a conzequence of violence against wonen, there are no social

taboas that can have harmful impact on women and girls.
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L. Commitments to further action and initiatives

The Myanmar MNational Working Committes For Women's Affairs
{MNWCWA) has adopted the Myanmar Natlonal Action Plan for the
Advancement of Women in August 1997,

sSome ofthe activitics to further action are as follows: -

- (2} Universal acccss to basic education and corapletion of primary
education by at least 80 percent of primary school-age children
throngh both formal and non-formal education by the year 2000

(b1 Redece the female iliteracy rate of 26.49 percent to 11 percent
by the vear 2000,

(¢} Ensure access to quality education and training at alf appropriate
levels for adult women with little or no education.

{d} Health services, particularly primary heaith care, are being
strengthened. To reduce maternal neortality o less than one per
thousand Jive bivths by the year 2001.

(g} Under-one infant care and under-five childvare are being
strengthened by one-half of the 1920 level, by the vear 2001.

(f) Develop training programmes on the causes, consequences of
violence against women for police, prosccutors, judicial
persomnel and prison officials frorma 45 towmships of Yaogon
Division by the vear 2000.

{£) Enforce existing legislation against the perpetrators of violence
AgAInst wWomen.

() Enhance rural women's income-generating potential extending
access to skills and resourees for non-tradilional income-

Zenerating activiiles et the national and local Tevals,
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(i) Advocacy meetings on negative culitral attitudes and practices
against gitls are being conducied in all States and Divisions by
the year 2000,

(1) MNational Committess on the Rights of the Child will be formead
in all the towaships by the year 2000,

(k} Ensure universal access o and completion of primary education
by all children by the year 2000,

() Myanmar traditional muosic and dance, composing and singing
compefitions have been held annually.

{m) Traditional festivals are held anmaliy.

(n) Religious classes for girls are being held during vacations,



