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SUMMARY : PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN IMPROVING WOMEN ROLES
AND GENDER EQUITY

In the 42nd Cenference of Women Position Comumittee in March 1998 in New
York, Indonesia bas browpht” forward “Indonesia Report” on National Action
Framework in an effort of following up results of World Confercnce TV on Women
1993 as contained in Befjing Platform For Action.

In the Indonesia Report, it was deseribed various progresses and suceess achieved
during period of first 3 years (1993-1998) together with varipus constraints and
obstacles in implementing 12 critical problem which are necessary to be paid
attention.

In ge.néral, advancement and seccess in economic, social, education and health
sectors are shown through indicators of decreasing in MME cate from 425/100,000
to 268/100,000 alive birth (with target of 225/100,000 in 2000 and 80/100,000 in
2018), and indicator of decreasing in IMRE rate from 32/1000 to 371000 alive birth,
In addition, the stable political and security situation for that time being has secured
and encouraged the establishment of nationat development policies and programs,
- including women roles development policies and programs, such as in cpowering
women and children, prevention and overcomning of embarrassment {0 women and
mmprovement and advanceiment of human rights protection for women in achieving
gender equity and just, women roles In mass media and environmental management.

Within such a 3 years period (I995-1998) m&in}r parties both government and
uitiversities as well as communily organizations, worten organizations and NGOs
have made varions elforts in improving pender understanding and sensitivity Lo
planers, policics makers and decision makers throvgh various semiloka, orientation
and training activities, and vatious steps o integrate (inainstream) gender perspective
into vatious sectoral development proprant have alzo been taken.

In such an Indonesia Keport, it is also confirmoed that various progresses and
successes achieved within 3 years Beijing Declaration implementation is not yet
optimal and it is still found herein various obstacles and problems, both resubted Irom
women themselves {infeymal) and from government apparatus and social cultures



{extemnal), such ag there are many women who are not understanding their right and
position n law, low understanding and awareness of govermment apparatus and
compmunity to the efforts in improving women position and roles, and applicability
of culture in the most of communily which place women as inferior group, so that
women position is invariably subordinated and their roles are marginalized, and they
shill frequently receive discriminative treatments, in addition, most women are given
with stereotype roles, and women are over burdencd in their Family.

Unfortunately, follow uap in establishing and optimizing implementation of
Mational Action Framework concerning contents of Befjing Declaration mentioned
above is suddenly obstructed, so thal vanions progresses and snecesses achieved can
not be retained to continue,

Inmedio May 1998 government and nation of Indonesia have experienced a hard
temptation, facing to economic crisis and credibility crisis which are impacted to the
occurrenec of soclal commotion in somme big cities which continue to
buildings/companies/stores arson, robbery and plundering with embarmassment to
womed atd cape.

Various development progresses and successes achicved are disappearing within -
merely a day. In such a critical situation and social turmaoil, it 15 perecived moch that
those who most hardly suffer from are women and children.

The extended economic ctisis and such a social commotion have caused in many
factories and compranics close-down, mass work relation tennination and expandead
vnemployment, price of goods especially daily need and medicings rise-up and
alfordable by the purchasing power of the communivy, total number of poor
population aed drop-out schoohng children inerease, and street children/horneless,
burglary and rabbery with emharrassment erupt anywhers. Such a condition has
resulted in political stability and security trembled and leading to collapse of New
Orde Administration led by President Socharlo who has ruled for 32 years and
replaced by development Reform Government under leadership of president BT
Habibie.



The Reform Governiment has irnediately took steps to overcome various impacts
ot such a crisis and social wrmeil by launching many shomt-term emergency proprams
throwgh a Social Security Mesh (Jaring Penpaman Sosial/YPS) poliey which covers
12 development sectors.

In order to gather facts on such a social turmoil victims and embarrassinent and
rape victims, the government has established a Composite Team For Gathering Facts
{TGPF/Tim Gabungan Pencari Fakta) with members consisting of representatives of
community orgarizations and religious organizations as well as a number of NGOs,
In line with that, in many places which are considered vulnerable, securities ave
placed in One Stop Crisis Center.

In long-termn, the povernment has also made efforts In advocation, counseling and
of Legal Assistance Institution and Crisis Centers. In order to prevent and eliminate
embartassment az a part of efforts in shimmating discrimination to women, it is
realized through efforts of improving some national laws and by ratifying a rumber
of international conventions.

In addition, with the Presidential Decree Wumber 181 of 1998, Komisi Nasional
Anti Kekerasan T::rhadap Perempuan (Nationzl Committee for Anti-Embarrazsment
to Women) and with Presidential Decree Number 129 of 1998, the National Action
Flan has been determined to advancement and protection of lwman rights in
indonesgia.

Many other activities, such as research andfstudies, are also carried ont by some
Women Siudy Centers in many universilics, and in February 1999 in Jakarta a
Matignal Seminar and Workshop has been organized, aimed at partnership berween
gvernment and NGOs in preventing and overcoming Embarrassment to Women,
including efforts of advancing and improving Human Rights Protection to Women.

Advanced steps to improve current collapsed econemic conditions and legal and
political life which are tomn in pieces, at the end of 1998 through Special Session
MPR-RI, the government, together with community have agreed epon (o carry out
tetal reform in all living sectors and in all development scetors,



In line with that, the government, ¢.q. Olfce of the Stare Minister for Wamen
Roles, also carries out reform to many its policies and proprams which are constdered
wrclevant to spirit, aspiration and demand of reforon, and thereafler replaced by new
policies and programs through development of HUMAN EMPOWERMENT AND
HUMAN EIGHTS PLATFORM which is jointly agreed upon by the cﬁmmunit}r and
the government in grder fo realize gender equity and just.

In order to face to the developing plobal challenges and natfonal demands
encouraged by refiyrm spirit, aspiration and demand which develop in the community,
and maided by international commitment whicl has been agreed upon in Warld
Conference I'V on Women 1993 to implernent Beifing Declaration, Office of the State
Minister for Women Roles has devised 5 (five) Mam Agenda of Women Role
Development which later-on has been described into a number of national programs,
of which the Lmplementation is supported by using 3 (three) main strategies,

The Five Main Agenda of Women Rele Development in Facing to third
millennium are:

1. Women empowermmnentin 3 sirategic areas, namely intearated education{gpirial,
inteilectual, and practical). women and girl child health, and creation of women
aceess to development resources.

2. To realize gender cqmity and just through 3 approaches, namely Women In
Development (WID), Women and Development {WADY and Gender and
Development {GAL). '

3. Elimination of embarrassment to women as a part of efforts in eliminating all
tormas of Discrintination to Women by developing “Zero Tolerance Policy™.

4. Advanccement and improvement of women rights protection as a part of human
riphts, by means of developing efforts of regpecting to wommen’s position and self-
esteem, and women's reproductive rights.

5. Empowenment of institutions supporting women roles development,

The main stategies developed in order to support implementation of a number



of national programs in women roles development, are:

13 Toimprove COMMITMENT ol deparment/irelated sector agencies, private circle
and academists, community organizations especially women organization and
grass root circle in centeal and region in an effort of empowering and improving
wornen tole quality through creating various alliance networks and funetional
partnerships.

2)  Toimprove UNFIED PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION, both apecific propramos
(WID) and integration programs (WAD) and peneral programs (GADY with a
commitment that women are also involved inplaning, condrolling, monitoring and
gvaluation processes in order to reabize GENDER EOQUITY and JUST.

3) Teimprove GENDER AWARENESS to policy makers and decisions makers and
planers in executive, legislative and judicative lings, including community figures
and religious leaders in various levels.

Int order te support implementation of nany national program in women roles
development through an effort of empowering and realizing gender equily and jost,
several legal bases have been 1ssued, which secure funchioning of institutions and
kandling rmechanism, both in central level and region.

In cenfral level, aforesaid legal bases is regulaled in stipulation of MPER RI
No. X/MPR/998, Presidentral Decree Number 10] jono. 122M the year of 1993, and
Decree of State Minister for Women Eoles Number 45/MENPERTAMVE199Y,
whereas af regional level the instiational and handling mechanizm of women roles
developraent is repulated in Presidentizl Instroetion No 5 the year of 1995 and
Instruction of Mimster of Home Affairs No.17 the vear of 1996,

In order to anticipate the expanding coverage of women role development
programs and the validity of extended Regional Autonomy in tire future, Office of the
State Minister for Women Roles has taken breaktlrough steps to strengihen and
Improve institutional status of women roles development organizer i regions. The
breakihrough step which later-on i3 appreved by the President in the Limited Session
of Cabinet of People Welfare and Poverty Alleviation in Tebruary 10 1999 is
gstablishment of BIRC PERANAN WANITA (WOMEN ROLES BUREAUS) in 27



provinces and BAGIAN PERANAN WANITA (WOMEN ROLES SECTIONS) in
all provinces/Mumicipalitics thronghout Indonesia,

Through such a bresitheough step of cstablishment of WOMEN ROLES
BUREAUS and SECTIONS in.all Level I and I Regional Governments lines, it is
expected that operational administation support of Tim Pengelola ?emhangunﬂn
Peranan Wanita (TELP2W) in provinees chaired by Vice Governor Head of Levei |
Regions and in regencies by Vice Regents Head of Lewel 11 Regions can be
implemented optimally and, in line with that, objectives of empoweting and
improving women roles quality theough efforts of realizing gender equity and just can
cxpectably be implemented maximally in the funire.
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