QUESTIONNAIRE

PART ONE:

VERVIEW QF TRENDS | HIEVING GENDER FQUALITY AND WOMEN'S

ADVANCEMEN]

In Ghana, since the deciaration of the International vear of women in 1675 ang
dlso the establishment of tha National Councl on Women and Development,
Ghana's Machingry on Women, remarkablo progress has been made fowards
addressing both practical short term nesds and strategic long term needs of
woman. The NCWD formuiated a ten and fiftesn year plan of action towards the
advancement of women in 1975 ang 1885 respectively.  This plarn of action
identifled activities to be undartaken in the areas of education, employment,
heslth and tegistation in Shana, Since after the fourth World Conference in
Bailing, China in 1995, 8 consalidatad Mational Plan was developed based in 3
review of previous year' pians of action, the Nairobi Forward looking strategies..
the African and the Global Platforms of Actién and Declarations and resclutions
of other infermativnal corferences suen as the World Summit for Socia
Usvelopment, the mternational Canferencs on Pupulation and Development and
the City Surnmit on Habitst,

The Ghana Plan for Action for implammentation of the Beiiing Platform cavers the
following priorily aress considered very crucial in ensuring socic-economie and
political smuncipation of women and towards he furtherance of the goats of
gender equality and advancemant of wainen.

Foverty and Economic structure

- Education and the Gid Child

- Heaith and Enviranmet

- Power-sharing and decision miakigg

- Violence, Peace and Human Rights

- Mechanisms for the Advancement of Waren,

- Women in the madia.



The Pian tar Action indicated strtegies, axpected largets ang rESpORibie
organisations and coltaborative pariners, soon after Baijing 2 brief on fhe dejjing
Confarencs, the Baijing Declorslon and the critical arens of concarm wes
subraitted to Cabimet.  Government accaptad the roport and Fndicﬂted_ ita
commitment (o the lmplemantation of the Bejjing Platform of Action, APPropriate
RERGFEMIMEs and projects ware designed to implement {he resommendations
wilhin the Ghangian instintionsi atvicanment in order tu enhante women's
apacity 1o develop their full pelential, Examplas of such programmes are
poverty  slleviation programmes, micro-credit facilities  for Wamen  and
eduecalionsf and legal reforms,

A lat have beent achieved in 1he srea of gender equalily and advancemenl of
women since after the Beiing Corference.  The Govarnmert of Ghana
demanstrated its commilment towards the irﬂpiamanlatinn M many concrete

Way's.

First, the-National Machinery an Women and Develogmant (MHCWD arganised &
two day warkshop 1o gain consersus an g draft 15 year Plan of Agtion for
implemantetion of the Baiiing and.the Afican Flatorm for Adcfion. The Plan of

A commiltee was constituled wndar e leadsrship of HE the Firgt Lady of
Ghana, Nana Konadu Agyeman-Rawdings fo draft an Affirmalive aclion proposal
fo Gevernment asking for 40% representationr of womean an all Policy-making
Bodies. The proposal was actepted I principal by govarnment followed by a
statemant pledging 40% reprasantation of woman on all decision making bocies.

The Cabinet of Ghana having carefuily considered andg Studied propesals and
recommendations for ARirmalive Action, issued a statement of Palicy and
Provided a zet of quidelines far the systemalic and sustained implamantation of
the various sspecs of Affirmative Action towards aguality of rghls and
afporunities for women in Ghana., Ag such, Government has undertaken Io
gstablish a mare clearout agdmitizlrative framework for Rrandling women's affgirs
and by anhance the status of tha Natinnal Machinary. Thara shall be al the Spea
of Adminjgtratlon within the Exectitive am of Government, an oficer who will he



that at the iocal fevel, Distfrict Assemblies have 30% raprasemtalion of wamen,
To achieve this targat, e National Commission on Clyie Educaton (NGCE) wilt
be charged to ¢roate the NECESsAry awereness on the importance of wewngr
oftering {hemselves as candidates whitst 2l ihe sams (me embarking on a
CAMpEign: 0 educate the eleciorates on Ihe election of mare women o such
places as Parllament, Bistrict Azssembiias and it Commitiees, In purstiares of
these, the National Machinery (NCWDY will be resourced o implement tha
Commission's efforts in the creation of peiitical awareness amongsl women to
enabls them take advantags of the choices and opporlnities available 1o thom,

Ancther mMajor achievement fowars gender mainstreaming Is the development
of & gender policy document and a slratagy framework For raducing gemder
imbalanges in sociely. The need for g gender slratagy for development, a Policy
Tramework cannol ba over emphasized. The gender siralegy palicy document is
In the process of being ficallsed, As g result of this inifiative, olher sectors such
25 heslth, Educalion, Agriculture, e Trads Union Comgress, the Public
Services Commission aro daveloping Gender poficy documents for fhei
respacive sestors drawing from the Board policy guidelings and strategios of the
Nalicnef Gender policy dacument,

The Genger policy document will gquide the Mational MMachinery and other
panners in development to coordinete and mainstream gander and davelopment
Frogrammes s activilies,

In =ddition, & gander management syslern, a system for managing the intagral
caris in formulaing, imglementing ana menitoring palicy and peogrammes. Tha
Commonweaith Secretariat inilfiated 2  process towards eslablishment of a
gender management system in Ghana 1o be coordinated by the Maticnat
Maghinery, A team of consullants visited the couniny and hed disgussion with
ihe Natlomal Machinery and key Ministios lowsrds the establishment of the
gender management system which i established will enhance the gender
mainsireaming process.

Anoiher mejor achisvemani is the commission of 2 ressarch study om the nature
and incidence of violence aggingt women, The Research Findings ang a case
sluches on Viglence Against Wamen are resdy for digssemination to the wider
public. A lot of awararess hes been created, Wornen and chitdren v-']‘m are
harassed or Ireated viclanlly ere openly talking. The print end slectronic media
are unvelling issues of violence. Ghansdan women participated actively in e



PART TIWQ

FINANGIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEASURES

The Government of Ghana demonstrated  its commitment Iowards the
nplemantation of 1he Mational Plan of Aclion amed at impeoving e
advancemnant of womer in general and rusl women in particular, by WS
allocation of an ameunt of 2164 million cedis under fhe 1998 budgel for
Women Comounity and Development project 10 enhance WOMEen's sconomic
status. Covemment also made available an amourt of one  Dllion
t’l.DE,EI{!rEL[}UD.DUU.'EIGD} cadis under the rural finance schome through all
registered financial instihiions to women custoaars and Qroups delivering credit
to women. Another one billion cedis was enade svailable for feasibility study and
far slar-up expenses for iha egtablishment of an Afrika Women Bank (Ghana)
Limiled aitned &t enhancing women's access io credit and their economic
smpowarrent under the 1856 Budget. The subsequant Budgetary allocations o
ihe Notional Machinery for 1987, sew sama improverment, \With the inlredystian
of the new budget system, he National Machinery budget comprehenslvely for
{hree yaars and was allocated a tolal sum of 299 million celds towards
implemenlation of programmes and activitins for 198%. On the issue of credit
facilitles for women entreprengurs offors were made to link women {o ihe
traditional barking systems and various fural banks, Specific credit schemas
ware designed to benefit womern, SOms of thess were credil lings under the
Programmes of Action 1o Mitigate the Social Cost of Structurgl Adjusimant
{PAMECAD] onn women and an “Ephanging opportunity far Weomen in
Devatopment' (ENOWID).  Today credil faciliffes available to wormen include,
the Bank af Ghana - Cradlt schems for wemen Entreprenewrs, Mational Boand
{or Small Scale Industies, Business Assistance Fund, Cili-Savings and Loans,
Rural Bank Wormert's Funds 20% allocgtion far spaciic programmes for women,
fmnther cradit Bank to be 52t up by the 317 December Women's Movement o
support women intemational and bilzleral. donors have contibuted financially
toweards implementation of the Gaijing Platform far Action.  UNDP and WHO
sponsored & research on the nalura and insidencs of Violence Against Waomen
o @ tune of about B0 milion cedis. UNIGEF spongored the translation and
prinfing of the Beiiing Platfonm for Action in five local dialect o lune of about 20
milion cedis.  UMNFPA had supperted the National Machinery iy meary diverse
ways o cary aut educational and consitization wrogramme on population, family
planning sid reproductive heakth issues. UNFPA also sponsored partially this
year International Women's dey and Yomer's Wesk celsbrations. UNFPA
sponsorad 3 number of Ghanaian delegates to the 439 Session of the
Commission on the Status of Women gnd the preparatory meefings for the
Population Conferance in Mew Yori



The Govemment has astablished a more clear-cut Administrative framework for
hatidling women's affairs. The Nationgl Machinery on Women and Develppment
5 placed at the highest level possible in within the Sovernment Machinery of
Governance.  NCWD iz under the office of the president and has direct and
indirect inkages with key Mitistries, Departments and Agencies as well as with
Non-goveramental Qrganisations. At the apex of Administration within the
Exsoutive Arm of Government, an officer is charged with the responsibility of
handiing women’s affairs, The officer links up with 3 petmanent Dask af the
NLWD Headguarers 1o deal with the implemsrtation of the policy on Affirmative
Action. Al Ministies, Departments and Agenciss are mandated to creste
women's desk or focail persons to ensure that prompt action is taken on fssues
on implementation of Affirmative Action a nine-member committes on Affirmative
Achian is belng constituted to be coordinated by the Nationa Machinery. Other
key exfsting institutions and siructures sre being skrengthened and resdurcad to
faciitate implementation of the Platform for Action and other commitments made
at other infarnationa) conferencas,

The Government of Ghana has taken an active rols in nvolving NGO's in
planning and implementing the National Action Plar.  About 200 NGO's are oW
registared with NCWD in Accra alone, The NCWD collaborates and coxperates
with many NGOs. It also meels monthly with them to disfogus and prepare
gender sensilive materisls and 1o disseminate, accessible Information, through
public health campaigns, the media, reliable counzelling and the educalions!
system. MGOs expertise sncompasses gender and development, micra-finance
education, mass media, technolagy, business, enfreprengsurship, law human
rights, health, mafemnal  and. child-cara,. banking, .and. taxation: . With-the---
collaboration and support of these NGOs the NCWD has beon able fo effest
policy and legal changes towards addressing equality and women's
advancement,

PART THREE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE_CRITICA], AREAS OF CONCERN OF THE
BEWING PLATFORM FOR ACTION

INNOVTIVE POLICIES, PROGRAMMES, PROJECTS AND GODD PRACTICES

The new strategic visicn of the NCWD since the Decade and the 4 World
Conference _in..Beijing...considers - gender - 25 2 cress - cutting - issue - in—ali-
government's activifies and programmes, '

It has become imperative to mainstream womean's issues nto the development
process and address gender disparities between men and woman in ail spheres
of development. In the pursuit of sustainabls growih and development, Ghana



has ambarksd on & serious sffort of planning for fhe fullre the naticr ETIVISAGES.
The: Vision 2020 Ghana daveloprant policy framework aims at achieving gender

aquality,

A gender management system o menitor how gender is baing manstresmed
nte government secdsr policies will also be established with support from the
Cornmarvaegith Secretariat.

The Gavemnment, through the NCYWD fermulated &n Action Flan In consultation
with NGQs identifing pricrily areas and setting ime sensitive targels for
monjtoring and aliecating rescurces for implementation.  For 1997 - 1983,
prigrify areas fo ba addressed are poverly reduction and accass to credit,
education, and girls, decision making and women in public Ife, instikutional
strenginening of e Nalional Machinary and Heslth.

The plan incorporates recommandalions from  Goverament and NGO
representatives which met to develop acfion plans on sslected areas of
COTCErns.

All Ministries are in the process of meinsteaming gender in their palicies.
Ministries of Health, Agriculture, Educalion are in the process of firalising
genider policies with respect 1o Ltheir sectors. The Mationsi Board for Stail Scale
fndustries, lha Trade Union Congress have also formulated thelr gendear policias
for implementation, -

Other effarts made by the Gowernment (o enhance the status of worten inoiude:

- The |aw banning and ciminaiising femate genital motilslion and
abgervance of harmful widewhood nites and ritua! slavary,

- The eetablishment of legal aid services at litle or no cost 10 poor worken
analling them accass to the justice systam.

- The eslablishmenl of the Commission on Human Rights and
Administrative Juslice 1o deal with issuss of Human Right viclatipns and ensure
Justice,



- Thefixing of lhe marriageatls age at 18 yaars and the emengdment of fhe
Liminal code to ensurs the protection of the rights of women snd citildren,

- Passage of the customary registration and divores |Bws which provide
one standard tarm of inhenitancs o overdde the different customary laws =
megaguns 16 corect injustices sufferad by womean and childeen.

- The passage of the Lebar Degree with provisions far matarnity leave and
alse giving time off 1o nursing mothers.

u The Review of the law on diskribulon of property sequirad upan divaree to
llow for more equitable distribution Lo women, '

THE GIRL CHILD

To addrzes dhe issye of spatial imbalance of girls' access to educalipn, a
number of policy measures hava been pul in place. A women's unit desk has
been astablished within the Miristry of Educaltion, and = gi’s educalion Lt afso
gstablished {6 deal with girls education.  Other initiatlvax (worthy of emulation)
such az scholarship schemes for deprived gid ¢hildren, best tescher awards
hava been undertaken to comact spatial imbalance of girts” aceess to educalion,
A fixing of the mariageable age at 18 vears will ensure retention of girls in
schoof b pursue their eduecation. The new educational reforms and the Free
Compuscry Basle Educalion programmes are all geared towerds enstsing
Qender parity in aducation and development generally.

HEALTH

Wamen's heallh iz increasmgly being congidered as area fur improving the
heatth status of the populetion.  Women's Health is Beig inoorporaled in
undargraduate amnd post-graduate cundcula. There have heen oumiculom
revision for the medical midwifery and furging schodls a5 well a& for gther allied
heakth professionals al all l2vels especrally in the field of reproductive and
sewul heallh,  Inter-sectersl collaboration is considered crucial to ensuring
availebilty of resources fof the improvemenl of the hegifh status of women.
Women's haatth is a pricrity to the Minisiny of Health, The reproductive health
- peogramime nas been salecded as one of the prierily haalth service interventions,
The focus is on family planning sarvicas and essential and emergency obsledie
garz. Child health programmezs have always been integrated wilir matamesl
hgaith progeammes o thel the child canngt be soparated from fhe mother.
There iz & shift from Mciher-child Health to Reproduciive Heglth, Hay issues
heing considered are adolescent health and male invelvament in reproductive
heazith. Male speciic family plamnting methods like the male condom and



Eas':;::t{:rr_ruyh are_b!anng proraotad ¥igerausly through vee of male dominent SO
ubs. Tha Ministry is promoling adatescent health in dine with the Nationai

Populatior Palicy, the NMaliopar Repreducive Health services policy and

standards and draft Adolestent Reproductive Health palicy. =

Motz achlevements are; in four main areas:

1. Managament, Inslitutional end human capacity building,

2. Qualily reproductive haalth care detivary.

3. Information Edueation, Communication {JEC).

4. Advetacy and social mobifisalion and Operational Rasearch,

in the area of Managament, Institutional and Humen Capasity Build

M £ - 1 . iz the
h.':hr:nstr:.r of Haalth in collaboration with lhe privata sector devalopsd a number of
folicyr dnml:nmts ard protoncls which are being used as reference matarlals
afed for training. These includs;
- Tha Natienzl Reproductive Health senvice policy and standards.
«  The National raproductive Health Prlocols.
- Dralt child Brealth policy and siratagles,
- Draft seli-lenrning guide on salected arers in safe motherhaod,
- fuitslines o singke use of needs ang other skin plersing eguipment and

slerilizalion facilities.

The Planned Farenthood Association of Ghena (PEAG) an NGO in collaboration
willh Hher private organsiations and the Ministty of hesith, daveloped an
Adolescent Raproductive Heatth training manual i T858Y which bas since bean

put b use.

L {1]



Tre Ministry of Hesalth has regularly hetd bi-annual corferences for service
managers and key service providers fram the public and private sectors as a
sirategy for information sharing and monitoring of the reproductive health
programmae activitias.

Ten established Regional Resource teams for reproductive healfh have been
traingd to fumction in the regions and to traim reproductive health service
providers in the districts.  About 350 health workers, comprising physicians,
milgwives public health technicians and administralors fram all the regions have
been trainad in lactation management, Cross-sections of media personnel have
alsg besn given an up dabe on breasfing feeding promation.

Crver 1000, nurse midwives from the publs and private sectors have recefved In-
service fraining In family planning with focus on Inter-Utering device {IUD}
insertion. -

A significant number of TBAs and Traditional Healers have baen trained in safe
matharhood skills and infection control respectively.

lssue of =lderly people have began to receive altention.

A nationsl policy on the aged iz being prepared. A numbsr of NGOs and
assaniations have raised awarsness to issues associated with ageing and some
have specified programmes dealing with pracfical malters, Governmaent has Also
instituted a free medical care scheme for ekierly peoplz whigh became
oparaticnal i 1998,

P ICALLY CHALLENGED PERSNS

In Ihe area of disability, steps wers laken by the Government racently to ensure
their effective imtegration i society. The Minsiry of Youth and Sports for
example arganises games annually for people with disabilities and is helping to
make facilities available to support similar moves.  Special schools for the hard
at hearing and thase with visual impairments have been established and adisting
anes improwved,

Alsg. thers is a special on-going programmes o encourage S0me teriary
cducational institutions o provide for the training of pecpie with disabilities,

[1



CDALITION ON GENDER

Thera is alsc a Gandsr Cosltion thal sesks to secure the suppod and
commitment of policy makers, opinien teaders progremmers on the Affimafive
Action palicy developed as a Post Beiling attivity, It alsp supports on-going
legal raforms, anactments of new |aws and for amending old and negative laws
in order 1o protect e rights of women and Girls, with speclfic reference o Iheir
health, economic and aducational oppodunilies, itherilance, marfage, divorse,
perscnal ownership of propsrly, land tenwns, harenful traditional practices, sexual
viglanpe, A positive exampla here is that intensive advocacy and Iobby since
the ICPD and Bsijing 18d o abalitlon of Female Genital Mulifation in e country.
Fugher advocacy is needed to intansify the efforts to schieve the efféchive
implementation of laws at the canmunity levels.

WEMEN 1M D M MAKING

Initlatives have baan taken o promote the participatien of women at pelicy and
decision making lavels. Thea numiber of wemen Padliamantarians have mnoreased
from 18 to 158 owt of 200, With sponscershin from QDA now Departmeant for
Imarnational Developmert (GF1D), hree institutions namaly the Naticnal Councd
on Women and Development, the [nslitute of Statistical and Social, Economic
Research and lre Institute of Managensent and Fublic Admicisirabon (GIMPA
have implemented the Women In Poblic Life Progect, The Institule of Slatistical
and Saglal, Economic Resesnch curnpleled a masor resgarch on the situation of
women in decislon making, GIkFA identified and developed relevant training
needs and HCWE disseminated the research findings (o vadous institutions ancd
government. Whily titls will serve to concretise demands for Affirmativa Action il
will also serve a5 a mgjar sengitization and advocacy enceavour,

Under the samea programme, NOWD has 55t up & dooumentation certlre, Vil
furbher assistange from its collaboration with the National Popalatlon Councl, g
managemarntt irformatioe systam will be gat up to furlier disseminate gender and
davelopment deta, to enhence ity mainsleeaming efforts and dissaminate basl
practices as well.

A directory on women in dacision making i3 being developed along side a
direciory of waman with laadership qualities of the grasseaals tevel,

A programma of [nteraclion tetwecn adolescents and womeh's grougs which
began to |deniify acceptable modalities foe delivery of reproductive heallh
education a8 part of schoob remiculum is to dovedail inta the Women in Public
Life and mentorship programmes. At these fora, youth with publlic speaking
abilities and leadership skills wili be exposed to further training ard mentorship
and they will sarva as peer advacates.



The Affinnative Action Bifl whan passed and implemanted witl go a long way in
ensuring increase in numbers of women in pubtic e and at decision making
levels.

MEDIA DISSEMIMATION
WOMEMN AND THE MELIA

In the area of medla dissemination of the Platform for Action, some remarkable
achisvements have been magde, The Associalion of wornen in he media and
womes in Broadeasting drew a programme for implementaiion of the Befjing
cfitical arsa of congen on women and Media, The Assogialion intensiked thair
activities &nd programoes and braught to llght issues of rape and child abuse
and iolence against womgh.  Gingles, photo eshibition and Television
pragramme to sensitiza the public about the nead fo curb #he incidence of
vislance against women were used. These heve generated debetes which have
given weight o varlous recommendalions mads wowards raviewing the rape laws
and other laws thal impac! negatively on woemesn 2nd children.

The Assaciation of Women in Broadeasting fas initlated chlldrer's expogura 1o
news resding, and presontotions of programmas on television thus grooming
thert to have a belier anpresiation of keumalism as & professisn.

Pi2ST BELJING DUTREACH PROGRAMMES
Various sensitization and awaransss programmes are in place o 1ISEUes Sudh
as vinlenoe against women usng deama or pamilar theatre,

A nurnber of such programemes and workshaps were organised throughout the
courtry to highlight the twelve gritical argas of concam.  Leaflats on the critical
areos of concar were produced and distibuted in all ihe Regitns snd disicils
of Ghana through organisations thal work with women, A Mewsielter Adenkum
tas been puklished. Tha thicd ediion 13 under preparation, 1t bas besn garving
g5 7 majer networking tool for NCWD and ils céllaboraling women's qrougss @nd
grganisations. Media professlonats serve on jts editarial board.

Under the auspicss of the NOWD, Peace Marches were organised in
collaboralion with women's organisations 1o usher [ the 1996 elections.



NP ATICH CONVENTIO THE ELIMI N

FAEL FORMS OF DI MINATION NET MEM.

A Nalional Bub-Committes on CEDAYY was |amched in Aprtl 1937 (o monitor
© the implementation of the convention on women's rights, the implementation of
the Affirmative Action as wall as sarve as wateh-don on women's hurnan rights in
sollaboraiion with olher human rights badies such as the Commissian on Human
Rights and Administrativa Justico.

THE ECQ ¥ AND ERTY ALL N

Ghane Government continues to implement pilot pregrammes int which woman
beneficlaries have ascess to tevalving I0ans on soft terms far income generaling
activilies such as oil processing. A holistcs programime apereach is adopted and
such support activities ae formation and education on reprodslive heafth and
family wel-being, business management, non-forma; euucalion, sanltation are
facililated in colfboration wilk relevant afgencles. The obigctive Is 1o enhance
beneficlaries ability to make infermad lifa ciwices. Thesa projects are fundad by
Governtment of Ghana and the United Natione Fung far Population Activitias,

A Suragy has indicated that alihough many of the beneficiaries have passed their
manopaue and outslde the reproductive age, as group end may not use the
ifermalion themsalves ey have boecome crdible and reliable sdircators to
thair own children and their communitlas,

OBETA E ENCOUN

1. One major challenge the Natigna) Machinery facad in the imptamentation of
the Beijing critica| ereas of concem is financial, human ard material resource
allocatian.

This challenge was met with suppart from some donor communitics ke
UNFPA WHO, UMICEF and UNPA 7 augmant Governmant's budgetary
allacation

3. Ancthar challenigs is that of chaflenglng sociztal attites and perceptions
abaut men and women and ansuring gender balance in development,
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- Make poverty reducing technalogies more availaols.
- Improve the pogition of women and the handicapped.
- Improvement in social development meshanisms.

To ensure that pogr wornen benefit from the programme, a gender working
group watklng group has been established i ensure that programmes gre
gender sensiive and meel the neads of women.

The ending &l forms of diserimination and marginalization based on social
status, gender though would go a long way to eliminate seme of the main causes
of poverty rémains a major challenge.

Fulfilling such a task will requirs efforts at all levels global, internationat,
nationalism regional, community and at the individual levels.

Anather equally difficul challenge is how to ensure that the banefils of economic
and social growth and development are distributed equitalily to forestall further
mpoverishment of the poor and power|éss?

How can we prevent further [mpoverishment from the AIDS pandemic, the
millennium problam, enviranmental degradafion the present menance of armed
conflict and aven nuclear war and the mounting external debt which 1z crippling
poorer counbies.

COMMITMENTS TO FURTHER ACTION AND INITIATIVES
1. Imptementation of the International Conference on FPapulalion and Deﬂdﬂpﬂtﬂm’& .

~Declarations &nd Comnttments and Plan of Action.

2, The Vienna Declaration on Human Rights.

3. The African Charter of people and Human Right.

4 The CEDAWY Convenltion.

B The UN Declaration on Elimination of Viclence Against Wiomen.

B. The World Summit for Social Development.




L atue-

—
"I.

FURTHER ACT 1gMS AND INITIATIYES TO BE TAKEN TC FULLY

IMPLEMENT THE PLAFORM FOR ACTION BEYOND THE YEAR 20040

~ Incorparation of the rematning articles of the Convention on Elimination of &
Earms of Discrimination not yet incorporaled intd the domestic laws of
Shana.

- integration of pupuial!m:\ into development planning as essenlial components
of Ghana's population policy.

- Integrabion of reproductive heatth into healin delivary system.

- The adoption and Implementation of the oplicnal Protocal 12 CEDAW.

VISION FOR WOMEN'S ADVANCMENT AND EGUALITY

FORWOMEN IN THE NEW NMiLLENNILM

W can snvigion enormous social and pelitical progress in the years akesad,
There ars positive changes in governanca now undersay 1t Ghana, =
demacratic govemment which tends (o rezpond more 1o the publio dermands for
basic services of which education heaith arvd saritaiion services are at the top.

Another fundamenta! shift |5 the gender cause itsalf, women's issuwes ave on he
National, Reglonal and International agenda, The Governments is fulfilling 1's
sammitmants made ai various international fora coneerning the development of
woman., YWomen's rights are baing recogniged 3s Human Rights. The Ghana
Vizion 2020 medium ferm programme addresses issuas of gender and
development and women's specific needs.  The congtitufion guaramtees equal
rights for all. Gowverrament has issusd guidslines lowards implermentation of
Affirmative Action to remove imbalané:s and ensure gerder squality betwaen
fhe sexes. The National Machinery on Women, NCWD is baing sfrengthened
gnd resourced lo coordinate implementation of varous Inittative taken. Gender
izsuas are being mainstreamsd in sacior policies to be coordinated by the
Watlonal Machingry.

The Girl-child is being educated. More gitds ars studying science and adience
related subjecis to an extent that now men and boys ars feallng threatened by
the pace at whish women and girls are devaleping. We see a brighter future for
warnen it the few milleonium inspite of the chalkernges ahead,
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