Progres:; rerorlk on fhe Eeljing Placferm for fpction

L. Inkreduction

L. In Lhe past five yeare, Ecuador has exgerienced greater political
instability than other coupbeies of the Andean region (1E has had five different
oresidents during the pericd 19%5-1%99}, and this has bad & JSetrimental effect
ar bhe forrulation and impleamentation of policy 2y the execucive branch. The
oibher democratle awd administrakive instituticns, notakbly the judicisry, have
been more Skabkle, ik hawe dacked sufficlent vitality o reapond effectively
whan therz have beon atbempbs bo modeynize the Stake and fight corzuption.

. wonethelesz, there havae heesn some positive dewvelopeents g bhe lLast Liwve
years, e of che most important was the convening of the demcocraticallwy
alocked Walbional Congtltuent Aszembly,” composed of 70 representatives covering
the full spectrum of political opinion,” which wrote a new Conetitution. The
naw Jonstitution incorporzbes bhe Jdemands ofF some eitizene’ groups, particularly
thoge of woman, thanks to the negebiating skills and able precentabion of iggues
by the Ratiomal Council for Women (CONRMU) P pressurc Erom the women’ s mowvemant
and ehe sunport of women serving a3 regular and slcbeixnate reprasentatives to the
Aegambly, who helped with their wobes at crucial poincs ko determins the shapc
=f kEhiz new legal framework.

3. This forum for polibical congansus achigrved gowme major advances ir human
rights, including the recogoeibion bhabk the internacicnal ccoventlena and
agreementa to which Bcuador is a party should be baken as a souree oF law and
tilght be invoked Ly the defence in judicial procaedings within che counkry, swrén
in Ehe abhsence of gpeacifiec domestic laws en the makbter,

4, The {fonseitfucicn provides for the existence of an agency to guide publis
policy o0 geadas {presently the Council). It alss provides for an Office of
fmbudaman, woder which am Office oF Depuby Ombudsman for Womets has been aet up.
Tha Constibution also Sxeabes a Cikiren's Anli-Corrupticn Commiszlon composed of
repregentatives of civil socisty bo combub what L5 oonsidersd one of the
nation'se gravest problems, The Constibtution identifies various 'mlinerakle
segmetbs of the povulation requilring special attenticn, and it establishes
specigl reles and guarsntese relating to indigencuza, black and Afro-Ecuadorian
groups. The Hational Seogrvess bag made the congreazlonal Committes for Women a
standing commitbea. The exedubive branch has doasbitubed che Wabional Haman
Rights Flan, elaborated jointly by the Sovernment and ¢ivil socicty. Thess new
instituticna constitute useful mechanisms for enforcing bhe social, codnomis and

1 Depember 1997 bo Juge 1094,

? Inclwding sepresentatives of indigencus movements, environmetntalists and
advocates of women's issuss or 4f human rights io genswal.

! The Hational Jouncil for Women was csbabliszned wndsar that nams do 1337;
within the gewsral legal framework, it corresponds Lo the encity created by bhe
Conscitnticn te guide public policy on gender. on explanaticon of how it
Eunghions will be given later.
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culbural rights set forth in internationdl cogwentions, whieh provide bhe legal
framewark for progresa in gender eguality,

5. Tna horder conflisk bobween EBEodador and Perv in recent years hampered
national growkh and development, The begtilitles rhat broke ocuk in 1395 might
have become Full declared war had it not been for the meodiabion cEfozrbs of
Eriepdly counbries who conatituted themselvez guarantors of the peace. The
hostilities ocouTrid chieEly in Lhe Amazonlan Jjungle region, ag area with low
population donsity.

& On 26 Octochber 1588, through the action of a body croated £oR8 the purpose,
which had worked cirelezssly 2ince the cloge of hostilities, and thanks to ths
mobilization of a groundswell of social support foxr the process, the sfforks of
the foreign minisbries of Che Ews countries and the political will of the
Ecuwaderian and Peruvion presidents ab that Eime, a peace agreement and boundary
treaty were signed in Brasilia, putting an end bo a torritorial dispube thab hagd
lazted 56 yearz and consumad vast rasources in bhe purchase of wayr makerial thab
coild have gone to develeopment. A ailgnificant role in cthe pesce process was
played by woren's peace groucsd, who did not hesitate to izaue joint statements
withh theilr Paruvian counberpargs.

7. Fow that its Boundargies ape seb, many Foel that Ervader muoet turn itz face
inward znd realleooate its resourcos Lrom oonbab in Sefenee oF ifs fronkiers to
the struggle against poverty, one of the great challenges for bEhe aexkb
millennium. In fact, many of the advances made possible By polibicel congensug
az expressed in neational and local agreements on iasuas of dsmociracy and
dovelopment, hoth on kche governmental lewvel and within civil aocciecy, have heen
limited by the Lack oF funds or fineancling to carry out what was envisiomed.

B, External debt sezpvicing songsumes arcund 48 per cent of the Sovernmant’a
general budget., Tais mzans that in <rder b meet ik someifbments ko the
internatiomal banking system, the country st neglect its commitoment to address
itz domeaktic =ocial arrears.

o, Wy Bas Ecpador heen avenct durlaog this period from natural dizasters,
including the cEfects of the Bl Fibe phetometon, two earthquakesz and heavy
landslides due to the instapidlity of wouotain goilg. The fragile ecocaystem has
baen threatened by unsustainabkle use and manacemenk ofF hokh the nacural and wman-
mede environment, on an ever-increasing scala.

18, More and more cltizens' grouks have formed to npegotiate and apply pressure
in regard o spoCifie Assues.  Women's groupe hewe been chiefly concerned with
the follcowing themes: combating viclenoe AgALnst «omen, Snhancitg WHmet’ s
political participation, and establishing legal and administrabive mochanisnsg
and carmarked funding to achiewe gender equity on both the cancrsl goveroment
and local admdiolsurabive lewveds,

11. The agpointment of four weomen cabinet ministers in the last Covernmeont with
responelbility for education, finance, tourism and the environment, an iooreass
in women judges from 6 per cenk to 1B per cent at the highest levels of the
judiciary and the ¢leoction of womeo bEo 13 per gent of the leglslative aeats are
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mnprecedented achicwamenkbs in this counbery and sheuld help ko ensure bthat a
gender perspeciive will be incorporated across the board in public pelioy.
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Part Cne
2. Cryerwipw of trepds in schiowigo geoder soquality amd women’ s adwancensny

2.1 cCregtion of the National Council for Women

12, The tfaticnal Couneil for Homen {OOTAMT was opeated on 24 debobey 1037 by
preaidentizl decree’ publizshed in the Jfficial Beoister Heo. 182 for

28 October 15%%7. EEE Activities are ased on che Bgqual Cppertunity Plan for
1996-2003, which was developed by cthe former Waticoal Directorats for Woman
IDLRAMI] abd seks forth pbective=s coverdng 1@ of the 12 areas of critical
congern identificd do bhe Beijico Platform for Aotion,

13. Subseguently, the ¥aticnal Jooskbituent Assembly included it tho
Caonatitukicn article 431, which reads: "The 3tate shall formmlste and axecuts
policies Eor achieving egquallity of ocpportunity between men and women through a
speciglized entbifty which shall functlcon as zhall be determined by law". The
Constitution also skisulabes bhat a gender pergpective shall be incorporated in
the Joveroment’s national planniog syskbem.

14. In keaping with the process of modzrnizing the State, the Hational Counsil
for Woman ie 2 modern, pesrticipative technical insticuwticon headed by a Govarning
Board oomnposed ecgually of government cfficials and women repreaenting civil
soecaety . The comgogicion of Ehe Board constlbtutes a fundamental step forward in
the Funeficoing of bhe Stace and meets= the need to ensure inetifuticnal
conbinuity while fuwl€illing the Counsil s mandate o adwvabos woeeb .

15. The Councilrs general cbjeccives are te formulate and promote pubklic
pelicies charscberized by gender aguity in order bo guasranboo womon Sgual
opportunities and rights, enhance their ascesa te the apheres of public power
and ensure chat they are included in econcmic and gcoial develcpment programmes
and henefiks,

1s. The Couneil has the ongoeding task of articoulalbing platformg for the
formulation of policy togethar with the Habionoal Planning QEEios (CDEPLAN) oF
the office of the Preaident of the Eepublic and the Secyetariat of Stcate for
Soclz]l Development (SEDES), made up of the Ministries of Education, Healch,
Cocizl Welfare and Labour. IE aleo ccordinates with the Ministry of Urban
Dovelopment and Housing and shages responsibility wich the Minlscrey of the
Interior for the management of special polico stabions Eor «omen abd the Eamdly.
The Council coordinates its representabion at dioternational Foruas witn bbhe
Ministyry of Foreign BRffairs. It also works in ceonjunction with ctha Haticmal
Ingkifure of Statistics and Censusses {INEC} and the Emergency Social Inwvestment
Fund {(FISE) . the Fatisnal JTosbitobe £or Children abd gne Fapily (INMETR) and the
Hational Instibuts for RAgrarian Development (INDAY .

17. The adockcicn of the 1998 Constitption called for arn enormous legialative
cEfort co Eormulabe oow or amended codes and laws. AR Che fime oF writing, the
Council was working wikth bEhe ooggressicons] Coemibbes for Women, Qhildren, Youth

* Executive Decres HNo. TGE.
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and the Family to move the prosess Forward., The method adopbed was bo form
congultative committeas and working groups with technical and peolitical suppork
and conEenave groups inwolving the participation of civil scoiety and the
woman' s moverment . For the firsb phase, the plan wes o work on amending or
creabiong some 24 pieces of leglglation and repealing otherz as unconstitutilonal.

12. Umder che decentralizatien orocess undertaken by the present Sovernmenk,
Ebe Dopneil fakes park in meetingzs of the Weatlchz2l Cablnet of Scvernors and will
cupgseguently work wlith the provincial goswrernmeatbs. The Council seess recent
developments in polibical and administrative degenbralization and
deconcentration as an execllent cpportunity for women o strengthen btheir
exercise of citizenship; it iz cthexrefoxe working with the manicipalities bo
gugpart actiwvitiesa in the areaa of educaticon, heslih, human rishts, devalopmant
and palicical partilcipation, with emphasiz= on gender equity.

1%. owar the next few vears, tine Council bas decdidsd £0 give priority attenbion
in its work bo four areas ocompakbible wikbth aationsl polisy:

Socroial integrabicn and cicizenship

Sorcial dnvestment and productive develooment
- Crercaming power by, and
- Modernizing the Skbate.

2.2 Inplemsntarlion of the Equal Opportunikty Plan and cthexr achievements

2.  The commlement made by Devador at the Pourth Weorld Conference on Women in
Beijing Eell inls $wo parts: {a) ldentifving critical areazs of concern:
poverty, vieclenoo agaiosh wemen, unegual access o fhe benefibs of develooment
inequalicy between men and womzsn in the sharting of power and docision-making ak
all lavels; and {k) jdeptifvige strabonic abjeckbiwaes, steaveqgies aod gosls:
reduce lewvels of poverty, =liminate wiclence agains:t women, =nable women to
paxticipete in the bepefits of development, and overcome the inequalicy bebween
men and womnan, Ap bBhe sharing of powser ang decision-making st 211 lewala.

21. The Bqual Opportunity Plan €00 13%6-20007 i Sae of bhe ohief political angd
technical toolz for designing snd implamenting policies, whether gensral,
gectoral or narrcwly cargeted, aimed at building more equitakls relationa
hetween men and women. The plan, drawn up through a participabive process

vl ring regional workshops, ldentifies elewen prioribty areas for action:
poverty, cducation and traindog, health, viclepee, bbhe eofnomy, participabion in
power snd decizicnemaking, buman righta, tha media, the envirconmenk, the girl
child, and institucienal mechaniams for monicoring and svaluabting tha plan in
each of khe ¢ritical esress of cococern. The issue of refuges and displaced women
wag not included, since it is odb 2 problen ab bbis tiome in Bouvador,

* Minigrerial Decigicn Mo, 0Z06, 19396
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22. ¢moe the dacizidn was publishad, bke Faticwal Dirveglorate For Women began
Lo coordinate implementation of the Plan. The Council subsegusntly tosk up the
rask of goordineting effortz and creacing approprizte instituticnal machanisms
o ensure Ehot, wikh the funds 1F bhad mebilized, che Plant's bagic priaciples
wonld be roalized bheough abngal ecarget-gsetting and follow-up. The hasisz of
work continuwed to be the BEqual Cpporbuniby Flang. )

22, Tae impact of the Flan has bean restricted by a lack of mechaniamz to
roquire the rarigus government agetiwcies to implement it, 2ince the role of the
Council! is to créake guidelines, ralbher than fo asecute.  The Flan has
nonetheless zervaed as a banchmark for government agencies interesied in gender
eruity atwd foxr women*s= movementa.

2.2 Qther oregress

24. With the changa of goveroment io 1597, the Adwmicistraticn of Abdals Bucaram
blatantly supported machismo and made ib impossible for the Wabional Direcborate
for Women to act. Ita director was removed and rTeplaced by anobihr
piedinditicnally lowal to the Rdminiatration. It waa obvicws that cthe progress
that had been madse was threatetwed, and the international cocoperaticon aesistance
thar had been mobilized to lpplement the policies was in danger of heing lost.

25. When Bucaram was rémowed from office, be was replaced by an interim
Prezident, Fabi&n Rlzroén, who changed the sbatus of the Direchborakbe and
reptored tha previous director to hor positios,  Soe resuesd Lhe carller work of
the ageticy; she alao reviwved political negotiations to solidify its logal and
gedminisirakblive status and aucceeded in converting it from an cffice dapendan: om
a low-gankibtg minfgfry to an anboncmous, saora-miniacerial body wicth the
capasiyy o influence the key ministries.

6. Civil society has played ag exteenely significank role in the laat fisre
yearsz; the various sagments of the womon’'s movoement bawve odae bogebber as one
body atbt cruwcial moments to press for common causes and hawve achiewved their
gpeclfic cbhjectivea, Human rights activists have succeeded in having a dunber
nf homan righte violations by the State recegnized a3 such and evvan punishad in
some oases.  The indigetous epvement bas been aclidifyving its presence on the
national secne a5 anobhber inkerest bo Se reckoned with in decision-wmaking. And
the envircnmentalists, whilc not web a Lawge foree, bave By dinkg of persistence
achieved pome of their zims on the legislative and judicial fronts.

27. Thac these movemsenta are so active ig largely hecause of the stimalus
provided by international conferetces and conventions within the past decade.
Gne of the most influontial osnfersnees has wedoubtedly heesn the Feurth Wowrldd
Conference on Women, and the Platform for Rotion thak emerged Exom it has
impelled a major qualitative leap forward in tha formulation of policics and
goneral enforcensnt mechanisms relating to the human rights of women.

2%. The civil society's demands with regard te public pelicy hawve oo
reflected in many plans, which have been implemented only in part as a zesult oF
the polipieal instshbhility di=scusgsed abowae. For example, z few months afcex
taking wffigce o0 A0 Augusk 1932, fhe new Adwministration atnoutced a natlional
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plan® developed py the Mational Flaondiog Qffice (QBEPLRRG with technical
advigory asaistance frem the Council. This was the first time Ehak those
agencies had the opportunity to ghare in and directly influence cencral
govaInment »lainiog; a getder perspective was introduced through the interacticn
of Gowvernmenkt and ¢ivil society, in this instance the Councilfs Soverning
Council and representatives of bhe women's movemnenk, who aclbed as cobnsultants in
the formulacion of policy at the agency.

2%, PRBebwepn 1308 ated 1998, obther general policy strategies had been formulated,
including the Hational Sogial Development Plan For 1996-2008, lntended to comply
with the aims of the Weorld Summit for Sofial Develspreat, RL5e during bhal
pertod the Secretariat of State for Social Development (SBDES!) was formed,
compoaed of che Ministyxies of Bducacicn angd Culturce, Hezlch, Lakour, Human
Resoyuress . Soclal Welfare and octher gowermmenkt agencies with reapconsikilities in
Ehe social arca, such as the Wakional Counecil for Women {CONAMUO}, the Haticmal
Inztitute for Children and the Family (IMFFA) agd bbe Bmapgency Social
Investment Fund (FESB), for the purpose of coordinating public social
development policy, defining a social agends and plamning its implomentasion @nd
gubeegquant ewvaluatiorn.

2. The Secretariat has responsibility for dewveloping an integrated planning
svshbom, dn coordinakion with the National Plamning 0Ffice, for efficient
management of social indicabors; Lbs okber Eyngtions are bEg harmonize soclal
development policies; draw up Ehe sooial agenda 0% approval by Ene Pregident;
and formelate the annual operational plan, the workiog plao, managemenl
indicatorz and priorities for spanding znd investment in cthe scooial area. Heneos
ehe inflveenrcae of the Hacional Council for Women within the execuiive branch is
exbagsive, Ak ehe Ripe of writing, the Chalrman of the Sscretariat wsa the
Minjster of EBduration, wheoe axpressed her desgire to ensure that the body =hould
igoorpenats & geodsr perspective ln 1ts work.

2.4 The countr

31. A rumber of plans formulated in rasent yaars reflect the nation's
pricorifies atd ecover issuss related to the cricical sresa of cocncexrn of che
Beijing Plabform £o8 Achion. Thege plang, guch as the Mational Social
Developmenk Plan £28 L336-2005 prepared by the MNational Directorate for Women
and the Tachnical Secretariat f£or bhe Sooial Fropk (SFF2) and the Epvador 2025
Flan prepared by the ¥ational Devalopment Council, place prioriby on sueh azeas
az velnerakble groups, Socic-economic 8ituakbicn, weomen surfering discriminaticn,
power-sharing, decialcn-making, and achieving equality.

32. The Bouador Social Ageadas Eor the Twenby-£irst Cetlbury, developed by the
Mational Planning Offige in 1993, with inpuet by the Habional Counsil for Women,
incorporated the most ampoxtant gender-equity poliziss slaborated by ths

£ The Ecouador 2000 Plat.

" The pregent offlce answers directly to the 0ffice of the Preszident and
reclaces the previcus body resconsible for general 2tate mlanning, the Wational
Dovelopament Council (COHADE] .
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Doungeil, az described 1n more decail below. Through the Integraced Social Elan,
che Seciyetariat of Skate Eor Sngial Development targeted these policies cowards
the poorest segments of the populaticn. The <ceatral Soveromsnt subsSeguently
incocrporaked them in the breoadex Bowader Z0040 Flan,

23, The Fational Homar Rights Plan for 1298-2002 dewveloped jointly by the
covernment and civil sooicty, wikh efEowts on Bhe ewe gides coordinared by the
Miniatry of Foreign Affairs and tha Latin American Instituse for So¢dazl Soience
Regearch (ILDIZ], respesiively, places prioriby on the issues of civil and
policicsl righte; econcmic, aocial and culcural rights; o2llectiwve rights; ana
human rights of parbicular segments of the population. The latter includes
spesifizally the rights of woman, young pesple, children, eexual minorities,
older persons, prisconcers, the disabied and aliens. In addition, a Depuby
ombudeman for Women has bean designoted undezr i MEice $f bhe Omipudoreen, Che
latber a cocnatituetionalily mandated office co monicor and defend bhe human rights
of men acd wonen.

34, A5 a park of ke Aodean subregion and memnber State of the Andean
Parliament, the common Jvliberabive orgasn oreared uvnder the Jartagena Agreemsant,
Ecuador iz a party bo the Andean Social Charter adopbted ab the second hndesn
Social Svmmit held in 1%3%. This instzumsnt plades SBEesS on demosragy atiel
humar »ightse; social integracicn and poverty eradication; tho family; womer;
wiikh, children and adelescenta; oldexr persons; indigenous, blzck sod Afro-
Aodean groups: healeh and nutritlen; environment and housing; education, =science
amd colbkpers: shared sconomic growth; labcocur and social securiby.

is. The Standing Coomitbes Eor Women, Youbh, Children and the Family of the
Mational Congress, in ice acrstegio plan for the poricod L33E-20Q00, placadd
priority con the formulaticn and amcndment ofF seddndazsy Laws Lo tmplement the
principles aet forth in the new Cocnstibution in two arcas: [2) new Jegitslabion
in ehe form of codse regarding children and adolescencs; a family ocde; an
vrganization ack for the Mational Councll for Women; an equal opportunity ack;
an wopaid domeskic labovwr act; a paid domsatic labour act; & women heads of
household act; a ywauth ack; and (b] amendwents to the acts concerning violence
againat women and the familwy, odusabion, sex edwsation, digabiliecy, ehe elderiy,
haoking, creation of the #Wacional Pevelopment Bank, handicraft der:lopment,
agricultural dewvelopment, 82cial security and the municipal oivil regisboy
cyokem, ard the health, labour, civil and penal codes.

2.5 Priprity of coguality ogals in relabion for other public policy acals

i5. Input b5y the Council into the BEousdor Social Agenda £o8 the Twenbw-Ehrst
fenkury developed by the fational Planning Office iz reflected in the inclusicn
oi four priowiby arear coungidered skraregically important at this point in time
and compatible with gabiopal policies for ensurlng wometr full citizenship
through the emxercise of their righks, improwving their guality of life, realizipg
their capakilicie=s and facilitaring their access to xesources and the kensfics
of dowvelopment. These fowr aresg are:

Sccial integratiog and citiscpship, pasticipabion apd seourifby, an area that
refates to legislstiwve reform, with the aim of influaneing (through Ehe
nongresgional Comeittes for Women, Children, Youth and the Familyy 24 piecss of

.
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legizlaticn to be snacted to give effect to che rights gusctantesd by ctha 1398
constitutdon.

Poverty reduction, an ared that covers shork- and medium-term programmes
targeted atb poor women, particularly womeno heads of houschold; it compriscs
lnitiardwes in health, anukricion, education, suppcrk for genseraticn of
produsbive employment, logal housing programmes and the exerclze of rights.

Somisl ipwvestmegt apd coudty, an arsa that covers public policy on the ovban and

rural ievels regarding acocess to rapouroes and services, urkan developmenkt and
hovaing, lend tenancy, food and nuetxition pelicy, eSucacicnal reform (especially
aurpiogliom reform}, bescher bcralining, wocational education and competiclvernesza,
generabion of productive gncloyment and labour mediatlon, social secuarity,
health seccor reform and desegtralizaticon, The area also oovers policies For
democratizing family roles and promcbing cultural changes, especially througn bhe
communications media and culbural ackbivities.

Modersnising Skafe instlituticsns, st area chakt relatee to mainstreaming tche gender
porspective into she planning progess on the nakicnal, provincial and istrict
levels and into decontralizabion policics,  The labker policies are pgart oF the
strategy for moderoiziog the Stake and aim at bringing abouk brosder sogial
partizipation and new methods of managing resourdcs and soTvioes,

hreas where mainsbreaming 3 gender oergpective haz been moak succegsful

Sinee 1995, Eousdor has oade steides in foreplating poligies for women and
recognizing woman’s rights under inkbocrpational law and Bas croatod
administrative and judicial eafsrcemeat mechanisms, oatgly:

- matification and implementaticon of the Conoventicon of Balém do Bars, 1985,
- et Prohibiting Violence against Women and the Familwy, 1535
. Creation and operation of 22 spedial police stabiobs Eor women abd Brainibg

of administracive judicial personnsl, s=<amining magistrakbes and atbtorozsys,
of both sexesa, 135%% to dake,

- Creation of the 0ffice For the Gefence of the Rights of Women [(CDMU witchin
the Wakddnal Police, 1905

- Training of judges and attornevs of hoth soxes regarding the duman rightbs
of womern, 1595 to date, '

- Hakbional awsrensgo-raising campaign shout the et Prohibitling Wiolence
againet Women and the Family, wusing varidus wribbeno and audis-wvisual means
af corfmnication, 1295 to dzte.

- Wakional Egual foportunlity Plan for 1205-2000.

- Nacional Soccial bevelopment Flan: Pelicies for Women, 195%&=-20405.
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- Eguador 1398: cbjectivees, Policiez and Strategic Guidelines.?
* . Maticmal Human Rights Flan, Chapker oo Women, 1298,

- Agenda for Dewvelopment: Ecuador in the Iwenty«first Century.”

* Mational Human Pights Jperakbiog Plan, Government-CQivil Sociebw, 1500,

- Andean Social Charkter, 1359.

- Emendment of the Labour Code, Electione heb, Organlzacion of che Judiciary
hot, Labour Amopore Aot Frae Maberpisy Boefsem Ack, Juvenile Jode abnd Penal
Code (kRills and amecndments iotzodused during bhe period 1385-103@0.

= Reform of the Conacitubtion, UEficial Regiater Ho. 1 of 11 buquat 19598,

e Dreabion of working and coordinetien grougs on the legal amendmnents

relating to women between bhe Hational Council Egr Wometr, the congresgional
Committees for Women, the women's movemont and givil sodikeby iu geaszal,

15399,

L Creatlcn of bipartite technical committesa to give affact to che
matnstraeamlng of a gender perspective within the State apparakbus,
lo9g-193%,

- Craaticon of the Wational Qouaeil Sor Women (QOWALITY, 1907.

- Syatem of aocial indicatoxrs with & geandar pecrspective for Zouodeor, 15%57.

- Cocnwvwer=sion of cthe congressional Ccamittes foxr Women to o standing

copenitbes, 1990 .

7 Thiz waz an operating plan of the interim gowvernment for 19371398,
farmulated Boxr the purpose of ensuring women's particlparticn in declsicn-making
bodias at all levels and in Ehe begefibs of development; il proposed ag a policy
the eliminaticon &f all Eooms of disoriminabion against women and the promotion
of gender equity, Another stated pelicy ohjcctive was bo reduse poverby Levels
through a gender-sengaitive approach, particularly among marginal ang Lfro-
Ecpadorian segmeate of the sopulatcion.

* The agenda calls for the promotion of the constitutional rights of women,
Ehe pascage of legiglation against discriminatlon, wviolence and zexual
harassment and abuse and the Fros Matergiby Refoum Act; it also oalls £or Che
creation and monitoring of legal aid ocffices for women and police scations for
women ated Che family in districta that meet the requirementa; the installatizn
of Eamily cowmrks in mpntoipalitles thae peet Che requiremeants of the Nacional
Council of tho Judiciary io bhat regasd; besining £o0 ephance womet’ 3 gapagiby
for leadership and the exercise of citizenship and increased roprescntakbion at
the locel level; programmes to strengthen women's orgonizations, including
Eralnirg in obtaining legal atatuse.



32 1HEE4d =1%~-

pE
* Oreskion of the office of Depety Ombudsman for Women, 12%9E.
* At the present time, Bouador hbas women in high-level appointed or elecked

woats: coe iE Attorney-GEenseral, four aoe cabinet ministers, onz is Vice-
Chalxmarn «f the Waticnal Congress, cne is5 & mambar of cha hnti-Corruption
Cemml 5500, one Fepregentbs the Gowerament as dmbassader te the Uniced
Lcates, one is a governor, 13 por sont of wegular oF alternate depufies in
the Congreaz are women, and there are 3 number of wWomsn mayors. [uring the
pericd 1996 to 1993, a woman wad Yice-President and Inberim President oF
the Repmblic. Of the reqular repressntabives to the ¥atiemal Copnsbituent
Assonbily iw LI37-180B geven were womet, and womet chaired four of the nine

commitcteaes.
Aress where maivnsbreaming a gender perspectire hag baen t

37. Although bbe foundatign has been laid for achieving scme of the objectiwves
of tha Beijing Flatfoerm fox Aebion, implemnentabion bhas been limlted by the
political and sceial instabilikby the countsy has experisnced since 1335, Raoid
changes of goveroment fthe country has had five Presidoobts in as oagy wears,
three elected by popular vobe and two chosen by political agrecmant), agosd
ranflict and serious problems of incernal unreakt, amens octhar matcers alieody
deseribed, hawe made 1t hard to fund and implement adequately the actions
identifdied a%s having high crisrity in Ehe Bowal Opportunicy Plan for 15%6-24000
- and other national clans.

35. EReformz to the public sector nave rosulbed do @ redusbion in bhe size of
the Stake and cutbacks in public spending, primarily in social areas, cvideose
that they are considered secondary. The country's boavy bhurded of exbernal debi
paymente has eantailesf comstant adjustmenta and budget cutbs, which bawve #lso
deprezsed social investment. The proceaz may result in a loas of jobs for women
civil serwants, who makse op a large proportiown of the Stake bureancracy, and
shrinking access o basic services for the poocrest groupa. .

38_. Social security coverage, which wos not giwven bhe hdghest priovity in Che
Equal Cpportunity Plan, has been eroded considerably by outbacks in services
ach a2 loana and the fresze on retirement paneions kecauss of the wast arrears
pwed B the Soverbtment ard private enterprise to the Ecuadorian Social Security
Instituce {IBSE). The situation could be aggravated by the pozsible
privatigation of social securiby, a change bhab would be espegialdy harmful to
the interests of rural women and girls, woe have wnsabisfied cleimz on goe Bueral
Soccial EBecurity programme going bask 1B yasTs.

49. Although women's conbgibgiion Lo develacment 1= now given far more coverage
in tha media than pzier &o 1995, theres ig skill wmuch B be done wich respact to
the mags media: there has been & considerable ioorease in steroobvped apd
disparaging images of women pregented in local television programmes, and
MzE5a08s oombinlng sex and vielengs are spreading to the time elots directed
towards cnildren and adolesoenls,
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41, Limited acoess, funding delays and bhe ghoenes of intar-agency cocordination
ol progranmes and projects for women have undsomined bheis susteicabilily and
afELcany. Eraluskicn of gender-baged projects haa shown chak many have gonc
unoomplebed for lack oF funding or technlcal advwice or have run for too short a
period of time b2 yield gonclusiwve results. Thizs has heppened in all spheres o
action, in both government inikbintives apd private developnent orogramnss.

42, Padies and agencles of the Dhited Waticns aystem and bilakceral sgencies
brpd nokb to accord criority to sugporting the gender-eqguity paoliciea premoted by
govarnment agencics, peeferring rabher to direct their reeources and etergies to
the non-governmental sector. DMoreswver, psb all inkernational cooperaticn
agencies have gender specialists or iunding earmarked for pzigrammes for womeg
and girle or with a gender perspective; in consequense, bhe bhig projects pub
dgte etffecl, desplte glvlng lip-servicoe in their cbjectivesa to cthae nesd for a
gender perspooctive, in precbice pay lictle or neo attention to it.

43 . The withdrawal of some cooperabion agenciss Erom Ecvader and cuthacks in
funda earmarked specifically for geoder in developmenk, a5 was bbe cagse with
Helherlands cocperation, formerly one of the atrongest sources of funding fox
womaen’ 5 programmes, bhave threatened the continuity of processes initiatad in Che
Coanksy .

2. Chapnges ig abtitudes towards eguslity in the vublic and private secters,
the media snd academgic civglos

44. In the public sector: The policias the fovernmeob pasz Esgmulated gelated
dismaepily to women or with a gender perspective demonscrakbe that o radical changs
has come aboulk in government actitedes in the lasc five yesxs.,  Tnere has oesn a
ShLEe En perspectlve from women*sa needs Lo women's rights, entailing a ooncept
of a womap as a person with a right to the exercise of citizenship. That
perspactive is rofleoctaed, as will be discussed in wmore detail below, in aome o
the principles set forth in the peow Joasbizvbion, préingiples that formally
recognizae tha importance of gender-eguity abd affirmacive acticn policles, thus
providing legitimacy to the shift in foous f£rom women Lo endes.

5. Ip the privabe sedlor: It is undoubtedly true that the leadership in
various spheres of influence [unlons, grass-roots organizationa. the
profesaions, to moame o fow] pave graddally become wmore cognizant of women<s
contributions, and co ignore it has become "politically doneorrecc" . In kthe
gocial development area, for example, women head many of tne country’s
boen-governmental crganizations, including those not specifically dovenod bo
gonder egualily. Ik is gignificant, howewver, that 31.3 per cent of the
non-governmental orgunizations are, in Bact, gspecifically concerned with women< =
izgues. Morecwer, at this time the emphasis is shifbiog Exdm "wonen’s veluntesr
work" to making a social comtributicn through more organized asbions,

6. . Tha younger gencration (more Enformed and enlightened than the generation
of the 1%50a2) displavs more liberal abtitudes about men aad wowmsn, The mazsive
influx of women into the ranka of students and workers has oonbribubed ouch Eo
kiLs ghatge. Fewvertheleszs, many of the mechanizms that kesp women at a sooial,
culbural and ecenoein disadvyancage are 2£ill belng perperuested. One indicator
of this situwation is the gap between men aod women entering the lakour marker,

Foa
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despibe the professicoal levels women hawve reached in both traditional and
nen-traditicnal ficlds,

47. In buyzinesze, women are heawily under-reprasentad in managemenk lowels.
Business owners 3£lll enkbrnst management jobs to men, evean though thers are
already womon in the coundyry with sufflcient training to £ill them. The world
of finance iz 2till virtually closed to wamen, wWith ong or W exeepbions.

48. Communicatilens medisa: It is striking that sines the issuanss of bhe
Beijivng Plabfores For hotion, most of the country's newapapers now give full
covaraga to commomorative days such as @ March or 25 Hovember'® and (at least
thogse with wide circulation] have zogular »women’s pages, which are no looger
limited to topice that fit the bradisional role percepbion bub alzo discuzs
women’s policical and cultural activities,

4%, Apndemic oiweles: Grne of the blggese achlevements of Ecuadorian women is
the massive imporesse Ln eihelr enrolment and atcendance at universities in =21k
purbjecta, including progrommes bhat were originally designed exclusively for
met, chiefly in science and enginesring. 3Some young meo perdeive their presence
e a coppetitive threat (acoording to aurveys dons specifically For bEhis
report), particulaxrily when the women produce innovative Ldess.  Stedeot
asnogiabions in the warious facultiez have women among their leadership, but io
terms of leadershic of che general atudent body of the uwniversity, thse highast
leval women uswally seach ig vige-president. At the time of writing, there was
only one instance SF & wWonean gocupying che btop positicn in student gowernment.

50. In wecent years, inscitucions of higher loarzning, both public and private,
have been lncorporating a gender perspective in their courses, sominars acd
master’ s programmes o 4 central or looal lewel, Jeootral Univezrsity, one of che
largesl institubione of higher lesarming in the country, in 19%& bkegan the
process of maingireanlng a getwler perspective az a crosz-sutting theme in thﬂ
curricula of = numker ofF Eacplpie=s. The Letin American Faculkby of Social
Soiences (FLACSO), in oobfunetlon with rhe Matlowal Council for Women, has
instituted a graduate programmse o gender and poblig colley management, offeread
az part of itz permanent curriculum, which should resulst in bhe opeakbion of
bigh-level national capacity in the subject.

2.9 Bffoots &Ff skeeckural adjustment, the global financial crizis and
globalization of markets of worsn and girls

51. The external debt purdesn has reducod the pobenktial for sodcizl investment
and has required constant econcmic adjustment messuras, especially in the areas
of healkh and educakion.  The global firancial corieizg and cthe economic problams
of the Beian countries have had Serious reperdussiong in Ecvador, aggravated by
pocr management of the domestic findasial syosbem, To wmeeb the crisis, the
Governmant of Ecuador in 199% froze all funds in the national banking ansd
finan<sial systewmn, and in 8o doing deegened the poverty of familiez who wera
depending on the yield o0 theizr small dovestments [(such as retclrees who had

% International Weomen s Day and Internatienal Day te Stop Violeoose againat
Weoiner .
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deposited thelr entire life zavings in che beanks). The measurs: did nokt even
make exception for childrena food allocwances deposited in the accounts of
childran’s oourks: it @lso had Che affect of freezing the funda of
non-governmental crganizations.,

2. Figurez for 1597 showed 52 per cent of Ecuador'= pepulaticn living in
poverty; aooording bo World Bank data, 15 per cent of the population was below
the indigence line and another 25 per ccot Bolew bhe poverky line. At rhe time
of tha last census (1290}, womon made wp 50,2 per cenk of rche populakcion, a
figure slighttly higher than thakt recorded in the earlier oonsuses of L9582 and
Jo7d. Apccrding toe the 1990 censua figures, 51.4 per cank of women wsre living
in witics,  Albhowgh the ferpiliey rate has been declining, the national average
dropping to 3.6 for ihe peripd 1985-1994, it ie still higher than the average of
3.0 for Latin Ameriea and the Caribbean, Within the country, there ia a
gtriking difference betwean tha rates for urban and zursl areas, 3 and 4.6
respectively. The percentage of woemen of child-bkearing ags who usa
ponbraceptives iz wary low (48 per cenkt) compared with the figure for Scutn
hmerica &% & whole (61 per cent}).

£3. #®With raspect to women' s soles, an inoreasing eroporticn of women are taking
on reaponsibility for bhe econgaic - sugporl of bheir houvseholds.  Recording to
the 1595 Living Conditions Surwvey [BOV-925), in 18 poz cenk of bouseholds a womab
wae acknowledged as head of houssheld, and in 24 per ccob o woman was the maan
hroadwinner. Of hovseholds headed by women, 43.8 pear cankt wers hownasbolds
withent a mele sponas and with minor childran.

24, ‘Women's lakour fores parbicipalion increased corsiderably during che
adjustment paricd. During thoe perdced 1974 to 1982, while wen'= labour fores
participation inorcastd by 19 per etk women's participaticn lncreased by
47 per cent; during the period 1982-19%0, men' s pasticipabion ingreaged by
i1 per cenk, women's by S1 par oent.

£, In the lgst census (1720}, women's labowr force participacion rate (the
cacnonieally active popelation ouwt of the working age populakicn} was

26 per cenk; accordiog b0 bhe 2385 Living Conditions Survey, it areraged

S4.9 per cent, combioing the figures of 54 por cont E08 urban «omes aod

57 per cent for rural woman; the corrosponding rabes For oen were 77 pey genl in
the clty and BE per cent in the countiy. Thess figures show tinak, whilc womsn
nave inpreased their lehour foxoe participation more rapidly than men, thera
YEMAL1ns & Jap.

€. There are also disparitics in the soedupation ¢abegories in which met and
women are emploved. For every 100 men employed in admioistrabive and managemsnt
posks, Ehere are 46 women in such posta, whereaz in services there arae 174 women
employed for avery 100 men. & large gercentage of the male labour force iz
employed in the formal urban soobor; in L337, ehab pergenbage wag ten points
higher cthan the ceorresponding figure for the femals labour force. Moréowsr,
udemployvment affects women disproportionately. dnemgloyment ameng urban women
A5 12 per cenb and among rural women 11 per cent, while male unemplcoyment is

L per ceat in urban areas and I oper gent in rural areae.
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£7. With mespeck fo wages, the 1385 aurvey showsa that women earn 27 p2r cent
leas than men for their labswur, & Edigure similay B0 Lhat for the rest of Tatin
hmerica and the Caribbesn. The pay disparity is even greater in the rural
arcas, wWherse it reaches 37 per cent. In r19%4, women received 15.4 per cent of
tobal labour ilncome, met El.& per cent.

SE. Educaticn is, of course, important in detormining Ehe bype 0 30k a woman
can get. Hewverthelazg, deppite attaining an average lawel of foxrmal educaticn
hlgher cthan Ehat of men (9.4 yeara wersus ¥ yeara in 1%3%), wurban women Are
enployed predominantly in domeskcls eerwvice and other low-paid occupationsa.
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3.1 zinstitutionsl mechanisms put _in plage bo follow un apd implement EQo
Plakform for AcEion :

53. EBince the Conference in EBsijing, in all three bhranches of governmeat
mechaniamz have been instituted wikth the funckbion of implemsnbing and Eollowing
up Ehe agresmenta, directly or indirectly. These include the Nakbional Council
oy Womer {O0WRPIT) it=elf, the executive branch agency with responsibilicy for
guiding gender policy, the gongressional Comnifbtee For Women, Childwen, Youth
and thz Family, bbb 0£Fice of Ehe Depuby Cwbuodaman Eor Women, amoiyy Che
autonomous bodies, and the spocial police stakions Eop Women goder Bhe Minishry
of che Imterior, to mention the most imporkbant.

9. The insticotionesl screngthening of the Hational Couwncil for Women was bkaged
on bEhe perceived geed Eo procesd with the medernization of Ecuvadorlan socleby as
8 whole on o foundaticon &f respesk for individpsl liberty and to create khe
conditions for personal developmeont and oqual opportusiby in all spheras.

£1. Odne of the Councilrs key functicons is to ooordioake with all Ehe ather
guararnment entitles to ensure that policies, programmes and projects banefikting
woomers arkgl pronseing gender equity are poet inte effeckt, Esgsential to this
Eungiion ls politlical end governmental backing at the highest lewvels foxr public
pelisies bhat addzens kbe peeds and inkbereats of women and hawe institutional
and financial support at all lewelds of wpe public sector.

2. The Council's institutiocnal mandatse ds o ek guidelines Lox bhe
incorporstion of a gender parspackiva in plans, programmes and projocts; o
noniter thelr mandatcry implementakbicn by all public agencies; and to mainsktresm
pubilic peligies that promote egual opportunity Eor wWomen.

3. The basis for bhe Jowneilfs woerk, as wentlioned earlier, ia the Egual
Cpportunity Plan for 1%96-2000, The Plan, which creates the Framework for egual
apportunity policy, cutlines a number of atratbegic gools and ackions in warious
areas for overcoming the limitz and chstmoslas thatbt prevent women fiom
partlicipating on ecwual terms= with men in econemic, oolitical, accial ang
apltaral LifFe, ingluding parcticliocetlicn in decielon-making and power.

€1, One of the Council’'s achifvemants was bo influence the framers of the 15938
Constitution to provide constituticoslly for an entiby b guide pudlis policy on
gender; as 3 »esulb, it ig definicively egtablizshed asz an appropriabe mechanism
on the Bighest lewvel Lor implementing the dlatform for Action and other
intezmational agresmants regarding the bowan rights of women and political,
2ocial, ecomomic and cultural rights in gensral,

S5, The Council bas divided ibs woerk inkn fhe following techmical azeas:

ta}l gonder poligiar and skedies: rights and vicletwwe, educatlon, health,
development, naticnal statiskics, polibical participation and leadership,
strengthening participation in civil aociety, managemenk of public policics and
insticptlion-building; and (k) traiping and communicakbicns: cratning,
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communieations, information centre. It iz headed by an Execukbive Director, who
iz appointad directly by the Presidect of the Republic, an Executive office,
which works in coordination with a @owvorning Board conposed oFf representalbives
From ather gowvernment bodies and agencies and three representatives som the
womst' 2 mogvament. Ik aleo hasg an administrative-financial secticn and a legal
SECLion. )

& . Since the Council aleo workas on decentralizabicon poelicy, i1bE bas ta
cosrdinate apecific ingtitubticonal supper: initiatives with wacious
menicipalifies in the ccuntry, especially thoge headed by women or which havs a
special office fox women'e or gender lsaues.

67. At tha timz of writing, bhe Qooncil had initiated & progess of evaluating
compliance with the Erual Opportunity Plan, wiich will provide precise daka on
progress ln imclementing Ecuader’s commitmenkts.

3.2 Fipangial mechandams

58. EBefors the fational Council for Women was oreated, bvhe Sovertoent of
Ecuador had established an alleocation item for o Hational Dizectorate Eop Women
in the budget of the Ministry of Sowial Welfars. Lackiag sufficient aubobsmy,
the MM rectorate coulsf nob negotiate for additicnal financing from intermational
arrperabion funde.

9, To Ehe Govarnmentb’s general bodget, some 4,280 billion sucres, out cof &
total budget of 26,252 ballion sucyes,!! hags bheen allocated for current
expenditure to the Hational Council for Womed, acedssding bo bhe prelivinary
annizl budget. In ocher wordsa, 1.81 per cent of the Govornmeni’'s genezal badged
has besan allocatsed to the Couneil.  From 1938 bo 19%9, the bBudgelk allosated (o
the coarecil lncreased cnly by 280 billiom saucras, although mere was réoquesbed,
singe bhe depreciation of the currency by December could amoun:t toe an annaalizad
E7 por genk.

U he averags exchange Eor 1998 wag 5,500 sucres to the dollar, according
to Central Bank sources. &5 of this writiog, the Bagk was applving a referahce
rate of #,300 sucres to the dAollaor. Early in 19%9, une esmchange rake of the
Suctre to the dollar paseed the 13, 008 marck,
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70. A= the following takle ahowa, funding for equal opportunity has basn on an
upwand bretd:

LIahle 2,

BUEGET OF THE FORMER NATIGMAL DIRECTGRATE FGOR WOHEN

{In millioms of sudzes)

Souroe
Yapl Soraramett cther scurces Tokal
1934 B32x 1040 357 Q20 929 129
Lo 4G9 90 Tdl 440 L,359 41D
1la3T 734 195 TO2 =240 }.,458 514

Prepared by R, Peves-Zalarar, Sourse: Habional Council for Women.
* Funding £rom the Sovezoment and obher souroes (QHNICEF) weder the projectk,
"Gepder policies to the yaar 200497,
Takle =
BITHIET OF THE WATIMIAL COIRICIL FOR wOMEN

(Ta Bdllioos of Suores)

Year G rr S Obher SolrcEs Total
1935 4 Apd 1376 E 275
Tons 4 230 L1 4 2B

Z 280 1l 3T75% B 855

Prepared by N, Beyes-Salazar, Souwzce: Hakional Council for Woamen.

* Correaponds to US5 250,000 from the Inter-American Dewvelopment Bank foxr
the biennium :337-19498  Ffigored ab the rate of 5,500 aucres per Sollar, The
amoup ks remainityg from the TWICEF Project 120&-2002 are not figured in.

Ty, IF we compere bodgekt allocaticns before and afcer the change of atatus from
Hakional Pigeckorake {DINAMT) Eo ¥eatlonal Councll (COMARMD), we ases that
government funding increased by 474 .6 per cenk Exom 2397 ko 1503, Degplbte the
increass in the neminal sEouant, the sucre's less of purchasing power Gue bo
Inflation will keep undercutting cthi= percentage unless che sconomy can be
skahllized.
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72, ESinge bhe Jovncil = not ar execukbing agency, the items in its hudge:
relate cnly ko ourrent axpeases [(salarles, materiala, supgliea, travel expensea,
communications and pohlications). Therse is no fund for investment ccabz {plant
and acvlpment) .

72, For operabiong, Che Counweil hasz cbtained interpaticnmal cooperabion funding.
The main denors are bhe Undted Hations Childrents Fund (UNICEF), which donated
UE% 2,500,000 for the period 1996-2001, and bhe Ioteyx-Amerdican Development Eank,
"which contributed U553 250,400 for the bicondwn 2397-19833, TWICEF in thils casze
wan acting as administrator of funds from the EKingdom of the Fothoerlands {(uader
its couperabiol programme) . At che btime of writing, additional intermaticnal
cooperation funds wore Bedog Sougbl from the Goverumente of France and Spain and
from the Herld Bonk sand bhe Intex-Rmerican Dewvelopment Bank. '

74. The institution iz well-known among its collaborators Eor ing skill in
optimizing resourges. Itz staff is highly quelified apd is hired through o
competibive process that takes into account not only techmical skills but alse
tha sensitivity redquirsed to Fulfil che Council/s functiona.

3.2 Siwmilar mechanisms for follow-up ta obier gonferences

7%. Mechanismz for follow-up of the warious intornational coonferences would be
Foungd within the cenkral planning agensy,'® tha Ministroy of Foreilgn AEfzirs and
the Motimpal Congress.  Since the igguance of the Flatform for Action, =ll
Pouado="'%s internatlcomal cormitments with regard Lo the humean rights of women ane
coordinated through sbe Habional Council for Women and the Inter-pmerican
Commizaion of Women (IAER) .

T6. pAmong the main activitises in this regard are:
- proeparacion of the report of Ecunader for tha saventh sessicn of the

Begional Conference o the Integration of Women ints the Econcmic and
Sosial Developnent of Labln dmerica and che Caribbean;:; dctoher 1597,

. '?reparatinn of the report of Bouador oo a system of indicators for follow-
up of item 18 of the Plan of Action adopbed at Ehe Summit of Che Amerlcas;
et 1937.

- Publitakion of the clatform adspred at Belém do Pexd {variocwus prinkings]

and discussion in working grougs.

. Tublication of tha Convention on the Zlimicakion of ALY Formzs of
Digcrimiration agalnat %Women (varicus printings) and discussion in working
TJECURS .

. rreparation of the report of Bouadoer under bthe Jopvenbion ot the
Eliminabtion of All Forme of Diacriminaticn against Women In 19%%;
Quiko, 1%59,

¥ pormerly the Hational Development Qoutgil {(JOWADE], now the Haticmal
Planning office [(SDEPLAN) .
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- Svetem of indicatozrs for Folleow-up oF item 12 of the Plan of Action adopted
at the summit of the BAmericas; August 1597,

- Proparakicon of Eg¢uador’s corments on the Cpticnal Protocol to the
Copvetibion ot Che Elimlnation of All Forma o©f Discriminaticn against Women;
dJuibo, 189%, :

- Donsuleatice Keetlng of Woren of the Andean Countries, 159%6.

- Disscminakbion and discusasicn of the Copblonal Protecol prior to iba agproval
to build consensus hetween bbe Soverpsent and givil soclety with regard to
Zruader’s comments; 1998,

- Artended the forty-aecend and Forcy-third sessions of the Commission on the
Stavus of Worcen in 1998 and 1999

. Special Meeting of Wives of Heads oF Stabe and Government 1o the Amnericas,
1953,

. Inkernaticnal affirmative action seminar, to discuss machani=ms for
institutionalizing a gender perspective in government offices, Quite, 199%,

L Inkcznaticgal seminar on the theme, "0wur glrle, entitled to equality from
childhood": anG okhers.

77. FEollow-up-initiptives are official and osordinated by Lhe Mational Council

for Women and the Ministry of Foreign hffairs with the Offiec of Human Righbs,
aftaer prisr consultacion with civil society and coopermation agencies, which are
agked for recommendations and comments., For that purpose, thes Natiopal Cauncil
Fop Women bhag a buonen rights section and an internstional affalirs section to
hapdle the soasultakion orocese.

3.4 Bole of pog-governwceabal orgsnizakiong in follow-up actiwvities

78. Mon-governmental organizstions have taken on a asw ol in redonk yearss,
parbicularly singe 1393, in wreparing Eor and following uwp on internaticnzl
cogfarences . R ogpakeswemet for the Ecwadorian women's mowement has this to sav:
e existonce of the global Platform for Acklon and the reglomal Programme of
potion® has halped to shreagbhsn the pasticipabion, infleence and visibility of
the womens movement in the oountry, parttioularly in ferwms oFf dies dovolvemsnb in
the dezign and adoption of public pelicies. Theose instruments bove also oreated
a Framework enabling the GSovernment to move forward in setting up instibutions,
mechanisms and laws Bo eeef ibe commitmeents to promete the full exercias of
political rights by women. Iuring this kime, processes already seb in motlon by
the women‘a movemant have besn reinforscd and advanced: bbe Facn Chat
inifiatives have hean sustained and have borme fruit makes it poasible bo skato
that bhe movomenk’ s capasifty o propose, negotiate and presauré haa keen
maintained through ecooomid wvicissibudes; bhis capagity bas besn ocne of the keys

¥ The Beijing Platform for Action and the Eegiomal Programms of Action Eor
bhe ®Womnen of Latin America angd the Caribbean.
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to obtbaining measurss thab ooatzribube towards fulfilwment of Ecuadorrs
comeitmenta" . This statement indicates that Srganized obvil gociety has heen
conzbantly involwed in follew-up of the Elatform.

7%, Working groups on the igsues hewe come up with recommendations or helpad to
coordinate follow-up events, such as:  {ad & regional symposium on the
contribution of non-governmental organizations bo implementation of the Caixo
and Beijing agreemente on Sexual and reproductive health rights, held in Quito
im 23537 En coordinatiown with the Latin americsn and Caribbean Womean's Healkbh
Hetwork and the Unibed Fatigus Population Fund [(UWMFRR) ; and (EB)] a symposium in
preparation for the World Summib for Social Dewvelopment, organtzed by the
Citizenship Forum of the Eagquel Foundation, {aikto, 139G,

40, The main arme of che women's movemsent - the Policiecal Coordinator for Women
in FEouadsr, khe Perpabent Forom of Ecuadorian Women, the Women's Mowvement for
Autonomy « have inoorperated in bheix agetdas igsues agreed vpon by Ecuador in
Eeijing and some that were rejocted by bbe Governwent. They have undertaken
initiatives to implement and £ollow uwp on the bhemes oF political particivation,
riclenwce and bwman rights, and sexwal and reproductive rights, bo fAams the mosk
Amporbant.

b= nyomens accesa to decizico-making in the Andsan oountrics",
Magdalenas Lefin, Political Coalitlcn of pndean Women, @mite, Bcuader, 1538,



