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I. CONCRETE PROPOSALS
1. ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMITTEE
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa rica
Article 34 – Establishment of Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

1.  For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation of the present Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”) which shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided. 

European union
Article 34
Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

1.   For the purpose of reviewing this implementation by States Parties of the present Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) which shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.





 (CEDAW, article 17, para.1)
Israel
25. Establishment of Committee

1. For the purpose of reviewing this implementation by States Parties of this Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter referred to as The Committee ) which shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.
Kenya
2. There shall be established a Committee on the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities (hereinafter referred to as the Committee). (…)
Mexico
1. A Committee on Disability (hereafter referred to as the Committee) shall be established to monitor the fulfillment of the obligations contained in this Convention. (…) 
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
International Disability Caucus

II. Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
 A. Establishment of Committee
1. For the purpose of reviewing the implementation by States Parties of this Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter referred to as "the Committee") which shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Article 28 - Establishment and Composition of Committee.

1. For the purpose of facilitating and reviewing the implementation by States Parties of this Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter referred to as "the Committee") which shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.
(…)
1.1 COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE 
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa rica
Article 34 – Establishment of Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

1. (…)

2.  The Committee shall consist, at the time of entry into force of this Convention, of 12 independent experts serving in their personal capacity, of high moral standing and impartiality, holding no position which compromises the independence and impartiality expected of the Committee, and shall have a recognized competence and experience in the field of human rights and disability.  Thereafter, for every additional twenty-five ratifications of this Convention, the membership shall increase by 2 members, until the composition of the Committee attains a maximum number of 18 members.  In the overall composition of this Committee, consideration shall be given to:

(a) equitable geographic distribution;

(b) cross-disability representation;

(c) balanced gender representation; and

(d) representation of the principal legal systems. 

(…)

European union

Article 35
Establishment of the Committee
1. The Committee shall consist, at the time of entry into force of the Convention, of twelve, and after ratification of or accession to the Convention by the thirty-fifth State Party, of eighteen members of high moral standing, who do not hold any position in the executive branch of their government and have a recognized competence, knowledge and experience in the field of human rights and disabilities. They shall be elected by States Parties from among their nationals and shall serve in their personal capacity, consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution, to gender balance and to the representation of the principle legal systems. 

                                                                  
          (CEDAW, article 17, para.1 amended)

Israel

25. Establishment of Committee

1. (…)

2. The Committee shall consist, at the time of entry into force of this Convention, of 12 independent experts serving in their personal capacity, of high moral standing and impartiality, holding no position which compromises the appearance of independence and impartiality expected of the Committee, and shall have a recognized competence in the field covered by the Convention. Thereafter, for every additional twenty-five ratifications of this Convention, the membership shall increase by 2 members, until the composition of the Committee attains a maximum number of 20 members. This Committee, in its overall composition, shall:
a. Include members with disabilities, reflecting the entire spectrum of the various disabilities, who shall form the majority of the committee;
b. Comprise an equal number of women and men members;
c. Reflect equitable geographic distribution; and
d. Reflect representation of the principal legal systems.
(…)

Kenya

2. (…) It shall consist of 18 members of high moral standing and recognized competence in the field of human rights and disability. The members shall be elected by States Parties from among their nationals and shall serve in their personal capacities, consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution, the principle of gender parity as well as the principal legal systems.

Mexico

1. (…)The Committee shall consist of eighteen experts of high moral standing, and recognized competence and experience in the field covered by this Convention.
2. The members of the Committee shall be elected by States Parties, consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution, as well as to the principal legal systems. Consideration shall also be given to balanced gender representation and representation of different kinds of disabilities. Members shall serve in their personal capacity and be independent and impartial and shall be available to serve the Committee efficiently.
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

II. Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

A. Establishment of the Committee

(…)

2. The Committee shall consist, at the time of entry into force of this Convention, of 12 independent experts serving in their personal capacity, of high moral standing and impartiality, holding no position which compromises the appearance of independence and impartiality expected of the Committee, and shall have a recognized competence in the field covered by the Convention.  Thereafter, for every additional twenty-five ratifications of this Convention, the membership shall increase by 2 members, until the composition of the Committee attains a maximum number of 20 members.  This Committee shall:

(a) be composed of members who are all persons with disabilities

(b) have equitable representation of persons with disabilities who have diverse     disability experience;

(c) comprise an equal number of women and men members;

(d) include members with expertise on the issues of women with disabilities 

(e) reflect equitable geographic distribution; 

(f) reflect representation of the principal legal systems; and

(g) include members with expertise on children with disabilities.

 (…)
C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Article 28 - Establishment and Composition of Committee.

2. The Committee shall consist, at the time of entry into force of this Convention, of 10 independent experts serving in their personal capacity, of high moral standing and impartiality, holding no position which compromises the appearance of independence and impartiality expected of the Committee.  Each member shall have a recognized competence in human rights and disability.  Thereafter, for every additional twenty-five ratifications of this Convention, the membership shall increase by 2 members, until the composition of the Committee attains a maximum number of 20 members.  This Committee, in its overall composition, shall, in so far as possible:

(a) include a majority of members with disabilities who reflect equitable diverse cross-disability representation;

(b) comprise an equal number of women and men members; 

(c) reflect equitable geographic distribution; and

(d) reflect representation of the principal legal systems. 

1.2 NOMINATION / ELECTIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa rica
Article 34 – Establishment of Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(…)

3. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of candidates possessing the qualifications and meeting the requirements set out in paragraph 2 of this article.

4. Each State Party may nominate one person from among its nationals in consultation with representative organizations of persons with disabilities and other relevant competent national bodies.  

5. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within two months.  Such nominations shall be submitted with curriculum vitae of each nominee, in a standard format to be set by the Committee and addressing information pertinent to the criteria set forth in Article 34(2).  The Secretary-General shall subsequently prepare a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated with their curriculum vitae, indicating States Parties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the State Parties to the present Convention. 

(…)

European union

Article 35
Establishment of the Committee
2. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons nominated by States Parties of the present Convention. Each State Party may nominate two candidates in consultation with representative organizations of persons with disabilities or other relevant groups. 

(a) The nominees shall have the nationality of a State Party to the present Convention;
(b) At least one of the two candidates shall have the nationality of the nominating State Party; 
(c) No more than two nationals of a State Party shall be nominated; 
(d) Before a State Party nominates a national of another State Party, it shall seek and obtain the consent of that State Party.



     (CEDAW, article 17, para.2, merged with Art 6 para 2 OPCAT)
3. States Parties shall bear in mind the usefulness of nominating persons who are also members of other United Nations human rights treaty monitoring bodies and who are willing to serve on the Committee on human rights of persons with disabilities. 

                                                         (2nd sentence from CAT, article 17, para 2, amended)
4. The initial election shall be held six months after the date of the entry into force of the present Convention. At least three months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties. 

                                                                                                (CEDAW, article 17, para. 3)  

5. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of States Parties convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations at United Nations Headquarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting. 

                                                                                                (CEDAW, article 17, para. 4)
6. (…)
7. The election of five additional members of the Committee shall be held in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this article, following the thirty-fifth ratification or accession. The terms of two of the additional members elected on this occasion shall expire at the end of two years, the names of these two members having been chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee. 

                                                                                                (CEDAW, article 17, para. 6)

Israel

25. Establishment of Committee

(…)

3. Members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot by the States Parties from a list of persons nominated by the States Parties.


4. Each State Party may nominate one person from among its own nationals, chosen from a list of individuals proposed by organizations of persons with disabilities in that State. If no individuals are nominated by organizations of persons with disabilities in a State Party, the State Party may select a nominee, wherever possible in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities or other appropriate groups.

5. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the date of the entry into force of this Convention and subsequent elections every second year. 

At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to all States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties that have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties not later than one month before the date of the corresponding election, together with the curricula vitae of the persons thus nominated.

6. Elections of members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the States Parties present and voting.
(…)

Kenya

3. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons nominated by states parties. Each state party may nominate one person from among its nationals.

4. The initial election of the Committee and its officials shall be held no later than six months after the date of the entry into force of the present Convention and thereafter every two years.


5. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary General of the United Nations shall address a letter to States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary General shall then prepare a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating States Parties which have nominated them; the list shall be submitted to the states parties to this Convention.

6. Elections of the members of the committee shall be held at a meeting of State parties to the present Convention convened by the Secretary General at the Headquarters of the United Nations. Members of the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes of representatives of States parties present and voting.

7. The Committee may not include more than one national of the same State.
Mexico

(…)

3. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of candidates possessing the qualifications and meeting the requirements set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article, [half of which is to be nominated by States Parties, and half of which is to be nominated by the (Secretary-General) (High Commissioner for Human Rights)].
4. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at biennial meetings of States Parties convened by the Secretary General of the United Nations for this purpose. At those meetings, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be those who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.
5. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the date of entry into force of this Convention. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Parties inviting them to submit the nominations within three months. The Secretary General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the State Party which nominated each candidate. He/She shall submit this list to all States Parties.

(…)

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

II. Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
A. Establishment of the Committee

(…)

3. Each State Party may nominate up to two persons, chosen from a list of individuals proposed by organizations of persons with disabilities in that State. The nomination shall include one woman and one man. If no individuals are nominated by organizations of persons with disabilities in a State Party, the State Party may select a nominee, wherever possible in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities or other appropriate groups. 
4. The nominated persons will be short listed by a joint State party and International Disability Caucus/International Disability Alliance selection committee convened by the Secretary General.  The Selection Committee will present a short list of no more than 15 nominees for election.  The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot by the States Parties from such list of persons nominated by the States Parties.   As the membership of the Committee increases, the number of nominees allowed shall increase proportionately.
5. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the date of the entry into force of this Convention and subsequent elections every second year. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to all States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order, including indication of sex, of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties that have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties not later than one month before the date of the corresponding election, together with the curricula vitae of the persons thus nominated.
            
6. Elections of members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the States Parties present and voting.
(…)
C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions
Article 28 - Establishment and Composition of Committee.

(…)

3. Members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot by the States Parties as follows:

(a) Five members of the Committee shall be elected from a list of persons nominated by States Parties; and

(b) the other five members shall be elected from a list of no fewer than ten persons nominated by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights after due consultation with representative organizations of persons with disabilities.

4. Each State Party may nominate one person after due consultation with their representative organizations of persons with disabilities.  

5. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Standard Rules for the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities shall be an ex officio member of the Committee.

6. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the date of the entry into force of this Convention and subsequent elections every second year. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to all States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties that have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties not later than one month before the date of the corresponding election, together with the curricula vitae of the persons thus nominated.

7. Elections of members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the States Parties present and voting.

(…)

1.3 DURATION OF THE MANDATE OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE AND RELATED ISSUES
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa rica
Article 34 – Establishment of Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(…)

7. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. They shall be eligible for re-election once if re-nominated.  The term of half of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election, the names of these members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairperson of the meeting referred to in paragraph 6 of this article. 

8. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or declares that for any other cause she or he can no longer perform the duties of the Committee, the State Party which nominated the member shall appoint another eligible person possessing the qualifications and meeting the requirements set out in paragraph 2 to serve for the remainder of the term, subject to the approval of the Committee.

European union
Article 35
Establishment of the Committee

(…)
6. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. They shall be eligible for re-election once if renominated. However, the terms of nine of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election the names of these nine members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee.         (CEDAW, article 17, para. 5 merged with OPCAT, art. 9)

(…)

8. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or declares that for any other cause he or she can no longer perform his or her Committee duties, the State Party which nominated him or her shall appoint another expert from among its nationals to serve for the remainder of his term, subject to the approval of the Committee.                                                          (OPCAT, article 8, amended)

(…)
Israel

25. Establishment of Committee

(…)

7. The members of the Committee shall serve for a term of four years. However, the terms of five of the members elected in the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election, the names of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the meeting of States Parties.

8. The members of the Committee shall be eligible for re-election if re-nominated, but no person may serve more than two full terms on the Committee.

9. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or declares that for any other cause he or she can no longer perform the duties of the Committee, the State Party that nominated the expert shall appoint another expert from among its own nationals for the remaining part of the term. The new appointment is subject to the approval of the Committee.
Kenya

8. The Members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. They shall be eligible for re-election if re-nominated. However the term of nine of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years. The names of these nine members shall be chosen by lot by the chairman of the meeting of the election of the first Committee members.


9. At the expiry of office, elections shall be held in accordance with the preceding paragraphs of this article.


10. If in the unanimous opinion of the other members, a member of the Committee has ceased to carry out his/her functions for any cause other than absence of a temporary character, the chairman of the Committee shall notify the Secretary General of the United Nations, who shall then declare the seat of that member to be vacant.


11. In the event of death of or the resignation of a member of the Committee, the Chairman shall immediately notify the Secretary General of the United Nations, who shall declare the seat vacant from the date of death or the date on which the resignation takes effect.


12. When a vacancy is declared and if the term of office of the member to be replaced does not expire within six months of the declaration of the vacancy, the Secretary General of the United Nations shall notify each of the State parties to the present Convention, which may within two months submit nominations for the purpose of filling the vacancy. The election of the new member shall be in accordance with the procedures set out in this article.


13. A member of the Committee elected to fill a vacancy declared in accordance with paragraph 12 shall hold office for the remainder of the term of the member who vacated the seat on the committee under the provisions of that paragraph.
Mexico
(…)

7. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. They shall be eligible for re-election once. However, the term of five of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election, the names of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the chairman of the meeting referred to in paragraph 2 of this article.
8. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or for any other cause can no longer perform his/her committee duties, the State Party which nominated him/her shall, in accordance with the criteria set out in paragraph 1 of this article, appoint another candidate from among its nationals, to serve for the remainder of his/her term, subject to the approval of the majority of the States Parties. The approval shall be considered given unless half or more of the States Parties respond negatively within six weeks after having been informed by the Secretary General of the United Nations of the proposed appointment.

(…)
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus
II. Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

A. Establishment of the Committee

(…)

7.  The members of the Committee shall serve for a term of four years. However, the terms of five of the members elected in the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election, the names of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairperson of the meeting of States Parties.

8. The members of the Committee shall be eligible for re-election if renominated, but no person may serve more than two full terms on the Committee.

9. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or declares that for any other cause he or she can no longer perform the duties of the Committee, the State Party that nominated the expert shall appoint another expert, in accordance with this Article, for the remaining part of the term. The new appointment is subject to the approval of the Committee.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Article 28 – Establishment of Committee

(…)

8. The members of the Committee shall serve for a term of four years. However, the terms of five of the members elected in the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election, the names of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the meeting of States Parties.

9. The members of the Committee shall be eligible for re-election if re-nominated, but no person may serve more than two full terms on the Committee.

10. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or declares that for any other cause he or she can no longer perform the duties of the Committee, the State Party that nominated the expert shall appoint another expert from among its own nationals for the remaining part of the term, in accordance with the terms set forth in this Article. The new appointment is subject to the approval of the Committee.

1.4 FACILITIES / SUPPORT FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 35 - Administration of the Committee
(…)

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee.

6. The members of the Committee shall receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may decide.

7. The members of the Committee shall be entitled to the facilities, privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United Nations as set forth in the relevant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.
(…)
Article 36 – Cooperation by States Parties with the Committee

Each State Party shall cooperate with the Committee and assist its members in the fulfillment of their mandate.
European Union

Article 35
Establishment of the Committee
(…)
9. The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the General Assembly of the United Nations, receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may decide, having regard to the importance of the Committee’s responsibilities.                                                                                                    (ICCPR, article 35)

10. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee under the present Convention. 

         (CRC article 43)

Israel

26. Administration of the Committee
(…)

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee.


6. The members of the Committee shall receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may decide.


7. The members of the Committee shall be entitled to the facilities, privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United Nations as laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.
Kenya

14. The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the General Assembly of the United Nations, receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the general Assembly may decide, having regard to the importance of the committee’s responsibilities.

15. The Secretary General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee.

Mexico

9. The Secretary General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary means, staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee. The Secretary General of the United Nations shall convene the initial meeting of the Committee.
10. The members of the Committee shall be entitled to the facilities, privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United Nations as laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.
11. Each State Party shall co-operate with the Committee and assist its members in the fulfilment of their mandate, to the extent of the Committee’s functions that the State Party has accepted.

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

B. Administration of the Committee

(…)
5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee.

6. The members of the Committee shall receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may decide.

7. The members of the Committee shall be entitled to the facilities, privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United Nations as laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Article 29 - Administration of the Work of the Committee.

(…)
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee.

3. The members of the Committee shall receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may decide.

4. The members of the Committee shall be entitled to the facilities, privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United Nations as laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

(…)
1.5 MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 35 - Administration of the Committee
(…)
3. To fulfill its mandate, the Committee shall meet for such time as is necessary for it to undertake its work.

4. The meetings of the Committee shall be held at United Nations Headquarters or elsewhere as determined by the Committee.
(…)
European Union

Article 37
Meetings of the Committee
The meetings of the Committee shall normally be held at United Nations Headquarters in Geneva. The Committee shall normally meet annually. The duration of the meetings of the Committee shall be determined, and reviewed, if necessary, by a meeting of the States Parties to the present Convention, subject to the approval of the General Assembly. 

(CRC, article 43, para 10, amended)

Israel

26. Administration of the Committee
(…)

3. The Committee shall meet for such time as is necessary for it to undertake its work, and this shall involve at least one meeting per year for a period of three weeks.


4. The meetings of the Committee shall be held at United Nations Headquarters and on a rotational basis at the offices of the regional commissions of the United Nations.
(…)
Kenya

16. The Secretary General of the United Nations shall convene the first meeting of the Committee at the Head quarters of the United Nations.

17. After its initial meeting the Committee shall meet at such times as shall be provided in its rules of procedure.


18. The Committee shall normally meet at the Headquarters of the United Nations or at the United Nations’ office at Geneva.

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus
B. Administration of the Committee

(…)
3. The Committee shall meet for such time as is necessary for it to undertake its work, and this shall involve at least one meeting of per year for a period of three weeks.

4. The meetings of the Committee shall be held at United Nations Headquarters and on a rotational basis at the offices of the regional commissions of the United Nations.

(…)
C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Article 29

Administration of the Work of the Committee

(…)

6. The Committee shall meet for such time as is necessary for it to undertake its work.

7. The meetings of the Committee shall be held at United Nations Headquarters and, on a rotational basis, at the offices of the regional commissions of the United Nations and other locations as appropriate.

1.6 ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 35 - Administration of the Committee
1. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

2.  The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years.
(…)
European Union

Article 36
Organization of the Committee
1. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.  

2. The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years. 

(CEDAW, article 19, para. 1, 2)

3. The Committee shall from among its members elect a Chairperson who will represent the Committee to the public and engage in outreach and advocacy activities to promote the implementation of the present Convention. 

Israel

26. Administration of the Committee


1. The Committee shall elect its officers for a period of two years. The Chair of the Committee shall be a person with a disability.


2. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

(…)
Kenya
19. Every member of the Committee shall before taking up his/her duties make a solemn declaration in open Committee that he or she will perform his or her functions impartially and conscientiously.

20. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure. The decisions of Committee shall be made by a majority vote of the members present.

Mexico

(…)
6. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure. 

(…)

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

B. Administration of the Committee
1. The Committee shall elect its officers for a period of two years.  The Chair of the Committee shall be a person with a disability.

2. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.  In establishing its rules of procedure, the Committee shall be guided by and take into its consideration the rules of procedure adopted by other human rights treaty bodies and shall consult with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

(…)
C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Article 29 - Administration of the Work of the Committee.

1. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.  In establishing its rules of procedure, the Committee shall be guided by and take into its consideration the rules of procedure adopted by other human rights treaty bodies.    

(…)

5. The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years.

2. REPORTING BY STATES PARTIES TO THE COMMITTEE
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 38 – Review Mechanism

1.  (…)
2.  In order to facilitate the Review Mechanism:

a) States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, reports, and other relevant information as requested.

b) States Parties shall submit reports in a timely manner upon request of the Committee. The Committee shall determine, following consultation with States Parties and based, as appropriate, on fact-finding activities undertaken by the Committee in accordance with paragraph h) of this article, the issues or provisions of the present Convention to be addressed in these reports, as well as the specific information to be provided and the timing of submission of reports.  

c) States Parties shall consult with representative organizations of persons with disabilities and other relevant competent national bodies in preparing reports and other relevant information as requested by the Committee.

d) Non-State Parties may, on a voluntary basis, provide reports to the Committee on their implementation of the present Convention.

(…)

European Union

Article 38
Reporting by States Parties
1. States Parties to the present Convention undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for consideration by the Committee, a general comprehensive report on legislative, judicial, administrative or other measures they have adopted which give effect to the rights recognized herein. The report shall indicate factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the degree of the fulfilment of the obligations under the present Convention. The report shall also contain sufficient information to provide the Committee with a comprehensive understanding of the implementation of the Convention in the State Party concerned. 

                                                                                     (CRC, article 44, para.1 merged with para 2)

2. States Parties shall submit this report within two years of the entry into force of the present Convention for the State Party concerned. Thereafter, the States Parties shall submit reports responding to a list of issues determined by the Committee whenever the Committee so requests, bearing in mind the need for the Committee to review all States Parties’ compliance with the Convention on a regular basis.       
NOTE: In response to the joint facilitator’s proposal on women and children, the EU proposed to include in the article on Reporting by States Parties the following phrase in connection with the first comprehensive report: “taking into account, where necessary, gender and child specific issues”.                                                            

3. States Parties shall ensure that reports are prepared through an open and transparent process in consultation with all national stakeholders. They may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of fulfillment of obligations under the present Convention and may also indicate prospective measures envisaged to implement the provisions of the Convention. 

                                                                                    (CEDAW, article 18 para. 2, amended)

Israel
27. Reporting by States Parties

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a report on the legislative, judicial, administrative and other measures they have taken to give effect to the provisions of the present Convention.

2. States Parties shall submit an initial report within one year of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party concerned and thereafter every 5 years or whenever the Committee so requests.

3. Reports prepared under the present article shall also indicate factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the implementation of the Convention in the State Party concerned, and shall be prepared in consultation with non-governmental organizations with competence in the field, including organizations of persons with disabilities.

4. The Committee shall adopt any further guidelines relating to the content of the reports, which it considers appropriate.

5. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to the Committee need not in its subsequent reports submitted in accordance with this article repeat basic information previously provided.

6. States Parties shall make a draft of their reports widely available to the public in their own country in local languages and accessible formats 6 months prior to the finalization of the report and its submission to the Secretary-General.

7. States Parties shall make their reports widely available to the public in their own countries in local languages and in accessible formats as soon as possible after the State Party has submitted its report to the Secretary-General.
Kenya

21. States parties to the present Convention undertake to submit reports to the Committee on the measures they have adopted which give full effect to the enjoyment of human rights by persons with disabilities and the progress they have made in the implementation of the provisions of this convention:

a) Within two years of entry into force of the present Convention of the parties concerned;

b) Thereafter every five years.

22. All reports shall be submitted to the secretary- general of the United Nations, who shall transmit them to the Committee for consideration. The reports shall indicate the factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the implementation of the present Convention. The report shall also contain sufficient information to provide the committee with a comprehensive understanding of the implementation of the Convention in the country concerned.

Mexico

Article XX: Reporting by States Parties

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, reports on the measures they have adopted which give effect to the rights recognized in the present Convention and on the progress made on the enjoyment of those rights.

2. The States parties shall submit a first, comprehensive, report within two years of the entry into force of the present Convention for the State party concerned. States parties shall submit further reports upon request of the Committee. The Committee shall determine the issues or provisions of the present Convention to be addressed by States parties in these reports.
3. The State party shall consult with competent national bodies and with national civil society organizations in preparing its reports.

4. Non-States parties may, on a voluntary basis, provide reports to the Committee on implementation of the Convention in their respective States.
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

C.  Reporting by States Parties
1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, an initial report on the legislative, judicial, administrative and other measures they have taken to give effect to the provisions of the present Convention. States Parties shall ensure participation, on the basis of equality between women and men, at all stages of the monitoring process of this Convention.

2.  States Parties shall submit an initial report within one year of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party concerned and thereafter every four years or whenever the Committee so requests in accordance with article [ ] with respect to national action plans.

3.  Reports prepared under the present article shall also indicate factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the implementation of the Convention in the State Party concerned, and shall be prepared in consultation with non-governmental organizations with competence in the field, including organizations of persons with disabilities.

4.  The Committee shall adopt any further guidelines relating to the content of the reports, which it considers appropriate. These guidelines must be evolved to ensure gender, age and indigenous disaggregated reporting by States Parties. Such guidelines must also take into account the particular situation of persons with disabilities who are not visible in society.

5.  A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to the Committee need not in its subsequent reports submitted in accordance with this article repeat basic information previously provided.

6.  States Parties shall make a draft of their reports widely available to the public in their own country in local languages and accessible formats six months prior to the finalization of the report and its submission to the Secretary-General.

7. States Parties shall make their reports widely available to the public in their own countries in local languages and in accessible formats as soon as possible after the State Party has submitted its report to the Secretary-General.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS.

Article 25 bis

Establish a Baseline Report.

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee established under this Convention, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a Baseline Report on the legislative, judicial, administrative and other measures in effect at the time of their ratification of this Convention which are relevant to the rights set forth therein. Such Baseline Reports shall serve as a benchmark against which subsequent progress towards the achievement of the goals of this Convention can be measured.

2. States Parties shall submit the Baseline Report within eighteen months of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party concerned.

3. Reports prepared under the present article shall indicate factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the implementation of the Convention in the State Party concerned.  They shall also point to areas where significant advances have been made and contain examples of good practice which may be of assistance to other States Parties.

4. States Parties shall consult with national monitoring bodies, organizations of persons with disabilities and other appropriate bodies in the preparation of their Baseline Reports and shall make their Baseline Reports widely available to the public in their own countries in local languages and in accessible formats as soon as possible after submission to the Secretary-General.

Article 26 - Develop and Implement a National Action Plan.

States Parties shall develop publish and make available a National Action Plan which specifies the measures to be taken to achieve the full, effective and equal enjoyment of the human rights of persons with disabilities as set forth in this Convention.  States Parties shall consult with national monitoring bodies, organizations of persons with disabilities and other appropriate bodies in the preparation of  their National Action and shall be periodically updated at no less than five yearly intervals.
National Action Plans shall reflect the analysis contained in the Baseline Report, particularly with respect to gaps in existing laws, policies and programmes and shall set rational priorities accordingly, to be achieved within reasonable and clear timeframes and shall provide practical indicators against which success may be measured and monitored.

3. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS 

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 38 – Review Mechanism

1.  The Committee shall establish a Review Mechanism in order to facilitate the regular monitoring of the measures adopted by States Parties to give effect to the rights recognized in the present Convention and on the progress made in the enjoyment of those rights.  

[The Committee shall establish a Review Mechanism in order to facilitate the regular monitoring of the full and effective implementation of this Convention.] 

[For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation of the present Convention, the Committee shall establish a Review Mechanism.]  

Through the Review Mechanism the Committee shall issue such reports, comments, observations or recommendations as it may deem appropriate to facilitate assessment of State Party compliance and foster the sharing of experiences, reinforcement of successful and good practice, and identification of the need for capacity building and technical assistance in order to promote effective implementation of the present Convention.

2. In order to facilitate the Review Mechanism:

(…)

e) The Committee may request from States Parties further information relevant to the implementation of the present Convention.

f) The Committee may receive information from international and national competent bodies within the framework of the Review Mechanism and when carrying out its review.

g) Where appropriate, the Committee may consider the situation in a State in the absence of a report or other relevant information

h) With the consent of the State Party concerned, the Committee may conduct a fact-finding mission to its territory to facilitate its review and evaluation, to facilitate determination of the information to be included in the State’s Party’s report, and to provide assistance, as appropriate, on the implementation of the present Convention.  Such fact-finding shall be comprehensive, objective, impartial and timely, and be conducted by those with direct experience applicable in the areas of evaluation, including Committee members and/or external experts as appropriate.  The cooperation of the State Party shall be sought at all stages of the fact-finding mission.  In deciding if and when to undertake such a mission, the Committee should bear in mind that the sending of a fact-finding mission can signal the concern of the Committee, and should contribute to building confidence and promoting implementation of the present Convention.  After examining the findings of the fact-finding mission, the Committee shall transmit these findings to the State Party concerned, together with any comments and recommendations, in order to facilitate determination of the information to be included in the State’s Party’s report to the Committee pursuant to paragraph a).  
i) The assessment carried out under the Review Mechanism shall take place, to the extent relevant to enjoyment of the human rights of persons with disabilities as set forth under the present Convention, against the background of the wider developmental needs, policies and objectives of the State Party concerned.  
European Union

Article 39
Consideration of reports
1. The Committee shall examine the reports submitted under article 38 and transmit comments and recommendations to a State Party if deemed necessary. 











    (CAT, article 19, para 3 shortened)

2. Where a State Party is overdue with the submission of its reports, the Committee may consider the situation in that State Party in the absence of a report. 

Israel

28. Consideration of Reports

1. The Committee shall examine the reports submitted by each State Party and shall transmit such comments as it may consider appropriate to the State Party concerned. This State Party may submit to the Committee observations on any comment made by the Committee in accordance with the present article. The Committee may request supplementary information from States Parties when considering these reports.

2. The Committee shall invite representatives of States Parties to participate in its consideration of the report. Where a State Party is significantly overdue with the submission of its report, the Committee may consider the situation in that State Party in the absence of a report.

3. (…)

4. The Secretary-General of the United Nations may also, after consultation with the Committee, transmit to the specialized agencies as well as to intergovernmental organizations, copies of such parts of these reports as may fall within their competence.

5. (…)

6. (…)
7. Non States Parties may, on a voluntary basis, provide reports to the Committee for consideration.
Kenya 

23. The Committee shall study the reports submitted by the States parties to the present Convention. The Committee may request from states parties further information, which is relevant to the implementation of the convention.

24. The committee may make suggestions and general recommendations based on information received by States parties. It shall transmit its recommendations and such general Comments as it may consider appropriate together with comments, if any, from States Parties to the General Assembly and the concerned States parties.

25. The committee may also transmit to the Economic and Social Council and other relevant United Nations bodies and agencies these comments along with the copies of the reports it has received from the States parties.

26. (…)

27 The Committee shall besides the report from the states parties, also consider information and reports by organizations of persons with disabilities or by individual persons with disabilities or by persons representing persons with disabilities who are not able to represent themselves.

Mexico

Article XX: Consideration of reports

1. The Committee shall consider reports submitted under article 38 and shall issue comments, observations or recommendations as it may deem appropriate.

2. The Committee may request from States Parties further information relevant to the implementation of the Convention. 

3. The Committee may receive information from international and national competent bodies when considering reports submitted by States parties under the present article.
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

D. Consideration of Reports
1.  Each report shall be considered by the Committee, which shall issue such comments, observations or recommendations as it may deem appropriate.  The comments, observations or recommendations shall be communicated to the State Party concerned, which may respond to them, on its own initiative or at the request of the Committee. 

The Committee may also request further information from State Parties relevant to the implementation of this Convention. 

2.  The Committee shall invite representatives of States Parties to participate in its consideration of the report. Where a State Party is overdue with the submission of its report, the Committee may consider the situation in that State Party in the absence of a report.

3.  (...)
4.  The Secretary-General of the United Nations may also, after consultation with the Committee, transmit to the specialized agencies as well as to intergovernmental organizations, copies of such parts of these reports as may fall within their competence in order to enable the specialized agencies to assist the Committee with their expertise.  The Committee shall consider in its deliberations such comments and materials as the specialized agencies may provide.

5.  (...)
6.  (...)
7.  United Nations Member States, which are not parties to the Convention, may, on a voluntary basis, provide reports to the Committee for consideration.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

THE FACILITATIVE ROLES OF THE INTERNATIONAL MONITORING COMMITTEE

(…)

Article 31 - Providing Guidelines for Baseline Reports and National Action Plans.

1. In order to facilitate States Parties in the preparation of their Baseline Report the Committee shall adopt and periodically update guidelines relating to the form and content of such Reports which it considers appropriate.

2. In order to assist the States Parties in the preparation of National Action Plans the Committee shall prepare detailed Guidelines with respect to the form and content of such Plans which it considers appropriate.

3. It shall provide technical assistance to those States Parties that request such assistance to assist them formulating their National Action Plans.

Article 32 - Consideration of Progress Made under National Action Plans by the Committee.

1. The Committee shall, according to a schedule which it will determine, assess progress made with respect to the achievement of National Action Plans.    In doing so, it may chose to focus on certain issues, rights or themes or States Parties which it considers a priority.

2. The Committee shall focus in particular on the level of progress made under National Action Plans bearing in mind the Baseline Report established by the States Parties in their Baseline Reports.  It will take due account of the analysis of national monitoring bodies.

3. As a result of its review of progress made under such National Action Plans, the Committee may make recommendations of a general or specific nature to States Parties or to Specialized Agencies and other bodies of the United Nations or to other regional organizations with respect to further measures that should be taken to advance the achievement of the goals of the Convention.

4. INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE COMMUNICATIONS / COMPLAINTS

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 42 – Individual Communications

1. A State Party may, at the time of ratification or at any time afterwards, declare that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of individuals or groups subject to its jurisdiction claiming to be victims of a violation by this State Party of the provisions of this Convention. The Committee shall not receive a communication if it concerns a State Party that has not made such a declaration.

2. The Committee shall consider a communication inadmissible when:

(a) the communication is anonymous;
(b) the communication constitutes an abuse of the right of submission of such communications or is incompatible with the provisions of this Convention;

(c) is manifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently substantiated;
(d) the same matter is being examined under another procedure of international investigation or settlement; or when(e) all effective available domestic remedies have not been exhausted. This rule shall not apply where the application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged, and/or pursuit of domestic remedies could reasonably be determined to be futile;
(f) the facts that are the subject of the communication occurred prior to the entry into force of the Convention or this procedure for the State Party  concerned, unless those facts continued after that date.

3. Unless the Committee considers a communication inadmissible without reference to the State Party concerned, the Committee shall bring that communication confidentially to the attention of the State Party concerned. Within six months, the receiving State Party shall submit to the Committee written explanations clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any that may have been provided.

4. At any time after the receipt of a communication and before a determination on the merits has been reached, the Committee may transmit to the State Party concerned for its urgent consideration a request that the State Party take such interim measures as may be necessary to avoid possible irreparable damage to the victim or victims of the alleged violation. Where the Committee exercises its discretion, this does not imply a determination on admissibility or on the merits of the communication.
5. The Committee shall consider communications in the light of information made available to it by their authors and by the State Party concerned, provided that this information is transmitted to the State Party concerned. 

6. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communications under the present article. After examining a communication, the Committee shall transmit its views and recommendations, if any, to the State Party concerned.

7. The State Party  shall give due consideration to the views of the Committee, together with its recommendations, if any, and shall submit to the Committee, within six months, a written response, including information on any action taken in the light of the views and recommendations of the Committee. 

8. The Committee may invite the State Party to submit further information about any measures the State Party has taken in response to its views or recommendations, if any, including as deemed appropriate by the Committee in further information provided under the review mechanism.

Article 46 - Protection against Retaliation 
A State Party shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill-treatment or intimidation as a consequence of communicating with the Committee or accessing any procedure established under this Convention.

European Union 

[Article 39bis 
Complaints by individuals or groups of individuals
The issue of an individual complaints mechanism is still under consideration by the European Union.]

Article 41 
Country visits
The Consideration by the committee of a report (or of a complaint( submitted under articles 38 (and 39bis( as well as the conduct of an inquiry under article 40 can lead, where warranted, to a visit to the territory of the concerned State Party. In order to facilitate the performance of such a visit, the Committee shall seek the cooperation of the respective national monitoring authorities.

Kenya 

28. Where a communication is submitted on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals, who cannot independently exercise their rights, this shall be with their consent and the group or individual shall certify that someone else is acting on their behalf.
29. The Committee shall receive individual and group complaints and adopt appropriate inquiry procedures.

Mexico

Article XX: Individual communications

1. A State party may, at the time of ratification or at any time afterwards, declare that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of individuals or groups subject to its jurisdiction claiming to be victims of a violation by this State party of the provisions of this Convention. The Committee shall not receive a communication if it concerns a State party that has not made such a declaration.

2. The Committee shall consider a communication inadmissible when:

(a) the communication is anonymous;

(b) the communication constitutes an abuse of the right of submission of such communications or is incompatible with the provisions of this Convention;

(c) is manifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently substantiated;
(d) the same matter  has been or is being examined under another procedure of international investigation or settlement; or when
(e) all effective available domestic remedies have not been exhausted. This rule shall not apply where the application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged;
(f) the facts that are the subject of the communication occurred prior to the entry into force of the Convention or this procedure for the State party concerned, unless those facts continued after that date.

3. Unless the Committee considers a communication inadmissible without reference to the State party concerned, the Committee shall bring that communication confidentially to the attention of the State party concerned. Within six months, the receiving State party shall submit to the Committee written explanations clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any that may have been provided.

4. At any time after the receipt of a communication and before a determination on the merits has been reached, the Committee may transmit to the State party concerned for its urgent consideration a request that the State party take such interim measures as may be necessary to avoid possible irreparable damage to the victim or victims of the alleged violation. Where the Committee exercises its discretion, this does not imply a determination on admissibility or on the merits of the communication.
5. The Committee shall consider communications in the light of information made available to it by their authors and by the State party concerned, provided that this information is transmitted to the parties concerned.
6. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communications under the present article. After examining a communication, the Committee shall transmit its views and recommendations, if any, to the parties concerned.
7. The State party shall give due consideration to the views of the Committee, together with its recommendations, if any, and shall submit to the Committee, within six months, a written response, including information on any action taken in the light of the views and recommendations of the Committee..
8. The Committee may invite the State party to submit further information about any measures the State party has taken in response to its views or recommendations, if any, including as deemed appropriate by the Committee, in the State Party’s subsequent reports under article 38 of this Convention.

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
International Disability Caucus

G. Individual Complaints Procedures
Acceptance of competence of the Committee to receive complaints
1.  A State Party to the Convention may at any time declare under the present article that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee to receive and consider complaints from or on behalf of individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim that their individual rights as established by this Convention have been violated by that State Party.

2.  Complaints may be submitted by or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals, under the jurisdiction of a State Party, claiming to be victims of a violation of any of the rights set forth in the Convention by that State Party. A complaint submitted on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals shall only be admissible if the individuals or groups of individuals in question have been informed about the complaints and have not freely expressed their denial of consent to the complaint.

3.  Complaints shall be in writing and shall not be anonymous. No complaints shall be received by the Committee if it concerns a State not a party to this  Convention. 

Requests for interim measures
1.  At any time after the receipt of a complaint and before a determination on the merits has been reached, the Committee may transmit to the State Party concerned for its urgent consideration a request that the State Party take such interim measures as may be necessary to avoid possible irreparable damage to the victim or victims of the alleged violation.

2.  Where the Committee exercises its discretion under paragraph 1 of the present article, this does not imply a determination on admissibility or on the merits of the complaint.

 Transmission of complaint to State Party
1.  Unless the Committee considers a complaint inadmissible without reference to the State Party concerned, and provided that the individual or individuals consent to the disclosure of their identity to that State Party, the Committee shall bring any complaint submitted to it under this article confidentially to the attention of the State Party concerned.

2.  Within three months, the receiving State Party shall submit to the Committee written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been provided by that State Party.

 Consideration of complaints, adoption of views and follow up
1.  The Committee shall consider complaints received pursuant to this Convention in the light of all information made available to it by or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals and by the State Party concerned, provided that this information is transmitted to the parties concerned.

2.  After examining a complaint, the Committee shall transmit its views on the complaint, together with its recommendations, if any, to the parties concerned.

3.  The State Party shall give due consideration to the views of the Committee, together with its recommendations, if any, and shall submit to the Committee, within six months, a written response, including information on any action taken in the light of the views and recommendations of the Committee.

4.  The Committee may invite the State Party to submit further information about any measures the State Party has taken in response to its views or recommendations, if any, including as deemed appropriate by the Committee, in the State Party's subsequent reports under this Convention.

 Exhaustion of domestic remedies and admissibility conditions
1.  The Committee shall not consider a complaint unless it has ascertained that all available domestic remedies have been exhausted, unless the application of such remedies is unreasonably prolonged or unlikely to bring effective relief.

2.  The Committee shall declare a complaint inadmissible where:

(a) The same matter has already been examined by the Committee or has been or is being examined under another procedure of international investigation or settlement;

(b) It is incompatible with the provisions of the Convention;

(c) It is manifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently substantiated;

(d) It is an abuse of the right to submit a complaint; or

(e) The facts that are the subject of the complaint occurred prior to the entry into force of this Convention for the State Party concerned unless those facts continued after that date.

H. (…)

I. Reports on Protection against retaliation in respect of any Complaints with the Committee
A State Party shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill treatment or intimidation as a consequence of communicating with the Committee pursuant to the Convention.
C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions 

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES.
Individual Communications Procedures

Article 40 - Acceptance of competence of the Committee to receive individual communications.

1. A State Party to the Convention may at any time declare under the present article that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim that their individual rights as established by the present Convention have been violated by that State Party.

2. Communications may be submitted by or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals, under the jurisdiction of a State Party, claiming to be victims of a violation of any of the rights set forth in the Convention by that State Party. Where a communication is submitted on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals, this shall be with their consent unless the author can justify acting on their behalf without such consent.

3. Communications shall be in writing and shall not be anonymous. No communication shall be received by the Committee if it concerns a State Party to the Convention that has not made a declaration under this article.

Article 41 - Requests for interim measures

1. At any time after the receipt of a communication and before a determination on the merits has been reached, the Committee may transmit to the State Party concerned for its urgent consideration a request that the State Party take such interim measures as may be necessary to avoid possible irreparable damage to the victim or victims of the alleged violation.

2. Where the Committee exercises its discretion under paragraph 1 of the present article, this does not imply a determination on admissibility or on the merits of the communication.

Article 42 - Transmission of communication to State Party.

1. Unless the Committee considers a communication inadmissible without reference to the State Party concerned, and provided that the individual or individuals consent to the disclosure of their identity to that State Party, the Committee shall bring any communication submitted to it under the present Protocol confidentially to the attention of the State Party concerned.

2. Within three months, the receiving State Party shall submit to the Committee written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been provided by that State Party.

Article 43 - Consideration of communications, adoption of views and follow up

1. The Committee shall consider communications received under this Article in the light of all information made available to it by or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals and by the State Party concerned, provided that this information is transmitted to the parties concerned.

2. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining individual communications under this Article.

3. After examining a communication, the Committee shall transmit its views on the communication, together with its recommendations, if any, to the parties concerned.

4. The State Party shall give due consideration to the views of the Committee, together with its recommendations, if any, and shall submit to the Committee, within six months, a written response, including information on any action taken in the light of the views and recommendations of the Committee.

5. The Committee may invite the State Party to submit further information about any measures the State Party has taken in response to its views or recommendations.

Article 44 - Exhaustion of domestic remedies and admissibility conditions

1. The Committee shall not consider a communication unless it has ascertained that all available domestic remedies have been exhausted, unless the application of such remedies is unreasonably prolonged or unlikely to bring effective relief.  In deciding whether domestic remedies are available or have been exhausted, the Committee may take into account the particular difficulties which may face persons with disabilities in exercising their rights.

2. The Committee shall declare a communication inadmissible where:

(a) The same matter has already been examined by the Committee or has been or is being examined under another procedure of international investigation or settlement;

(b) It is incompatible with the provisions of the Convention;

(c) It is manifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently substantiated;

(d) It is an abuse of the right to submit a communication;

(e) The facts that are the subject of the communication occurred prior to the entry into force of the present Protocol for the State Party concerned unless those facts continued after that date.

Collective Complaints Procedure.

Article 45 - Capacity to Entertain Collective Complaints.

1. A State Party to the Convention may at any time declare under the present article that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider collective complaints from international non-governmental organizations which have consultative status with the United Nations.  

2. Any State Party  may also, when it expresses its consent to be bound by this Article or at any moment thereafter, declare that it recognizes the right of any other representative national non-governmental organization within its jurisdiction which has particular competence in the matters governed by the Convention , to lodge collective complaints against it.  Such declarations may be made for a specific period.  The declarations shall be deposited with the Secretary General of the United Nations who shall transmit copies thereof to the States Parties and publish them.

3. The complaint shall be lodged in writing, relate to a provision of this Convention It shall indicate in what respect the relevant State Party has not ensured the satisfactory application of this provision with respect to one or more rights set forth in this Convention and as it affects a significant number or group of persons with disabilities.

4. The Committee may request the State Party concerned and the organization which lodged the complaint to submit written information and observations on the admissibility of the complaint within such time-limit as it shall prescribe.

5. If it decides that a complaint is admissible, the Committee shall notify the States Parties through the Secretary General. It shall request the State Party concerned and the organization which lodged the complaint to submit, within such time-limit as it shall prescribe, all relevant written explanations or information, and the other States Parties, the comments they wish to submit, within the same time-limit.

6. The Committee shall draw up a Decision in which it shall describe the steps taken by it to examine the complaint and present its conclusions as to whether or not the State Party concerned has ensured the satisfactory application of the provision of the convention referred to in the complaint.

7. The State Party concerned shall provide information on the measures it has taken to give effect to the Decision of the Committee in its next report on progress made under its National Action Plan.
(…)
Article 49 - Protection against retaliation in respect of any Communications with the Committee

1. A State Party shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill treatment or intimidation as a consequence of communicating with the Committee pursuant to the Convention.

5. INQUIRY PROCEDURES
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 43 – Inquiry Procedure

1. If the Committee becomes aware of reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations by a State Party of rights set forth in the Convention, the Committee shall invite that State Party to cooperate in the examination of the information and to this end to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.

2. Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party  concerned as well as any other reliable information available to it, the Committee may designate one or more of its members, to conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to the Committee. Where warranted and with the consent of the State Party, the inquiry may include a visit to its territory.

3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit these findings to the State Party concerned, together with any comments and recommendations.

4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments and recommendations, transmitted by the Committee, submit its observations to the Committee.

5. Such an inquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of the State Party shall be sought at all stages of the proceedings. 

6. The Committee may invite the State Party concerned to include in any reports issued under article 38 of this Convention, details of any measures taken in response to an inquiry conducted under this article.

7. The Committee may, if necessary, after the end of the period of six months referred to in paragraph 4 of this article, invite the State Party concerned to inform it of the measures taken in response to such an inquiry.

8. At the time of signature or ratification of the present Convention, or accession thereto, a State Party may declare that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee provided for in this article. Any State Party having made such a declaration may, at any time, withdraw it by notification to the Secretary-General.

Article 46 Protection against Retaliation 
A State Party shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill-treatment or intimidation as a consequence of communicating with the Committee or accessing any procedure established under this Convention.

European Union

Article 40
Inquiry procedure
1. If the Committee has reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations by a State Party of rights set forth in the present Convention, it shall invite that State Party to cooperate in the examination of the information and, for this purpose, to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.  

2. Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party concerned, as well as any other reliable information available to it, the Committee may conduct an inquiry. 

3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit these findings together with any comments and recommendations to the State Party concerned.  

4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments, and recommendations transmitted by the Committee, submit its observations to the Committee. 

5. Such an inquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of the State Party shall be sought at all stages of the proceedings. After such proceedings have been completed with regard to an inquiry made in accordance with paragraph 2, the Committee may, after consultations with the State Party concerned, decide to include a summary account of the results of the proceedings in its biannual report made in accordance with article 41 of the present Convention.                                           (CAT, article 20; Opt. Prot. CEDAW)

Article 41 
Country visits
The Consideration by the committee of a report or of a complaint submitted under articles 38 and 39bis as well as the conduct of an inquiry under article 40 can lead, where warranted, to a visit to the territory of the concerned State Party. In order to facilitate the performance of such a visit, the Committee shall seek the cooperation of the respective national monitoring authorities.

Article 47 
Provision for State Party to opt out of inquiry procedure
1. A State Party may, at the time of signature or ratification of this Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee provided for in article 45 of the present Convention.  

2. Any State Party having made a declaration in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present article may, at any time, withdraw this declaration by notification to the Secretary-General. 

Kenya 

29. The Committee shall receive individual and group complaints and adopt appropriate inquiry procedures.

Mexico
Article XX: (Inquiry procedures)

1. If the Committee becomes aware of reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations by a State party of rights set forth in the Convention, the Committee shall invite that State party to cooperate in the examination of the information and to this end to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.

2. Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State party concerned as well as any other reliable information available to it, the Committee may designate one or more of its members, to conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to the Committee. Where warranted and with the consent of the State party, the inquiry may include a visit to its territory.

3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit these findings to the State party concerned, together with any comments and recommendations.

4. The State party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments and recommendations, transmitted by the Committee, submit its observations to the Committee.

5. Such an inquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of the State party shall be sought at all stages of the proceedings. 

6. The Committee may invite the State party concerned to include in its report under article (XX( of this Convention, details of any measures taken in response to an inquiry conducted under this article.

7. The Committee may, if necessary, after the end of the period of six months referred to in article 46.4, invite the State party concerned to inform it of the measures taken in response to such an inquiry.

8. At the time of signature or ratification of the present Convention, or accession thereto, a State party may declare that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee provided for in this article. Any State party having made such a declaration may, at any time, withdraw it by notification to the Secretary-General.

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus
H. Establishment of Inquiry Procedure

1.  If the Committee receives reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations by a State Party of rights set forth in the Convention, the Committee shall invite that State Party to cooperate in the examination of the information and to this end to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.

2.  Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party concerned as well as any other reliable information available to it, the Committee may designate one or more of its members to conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to the Committee. Where warranted and with the consent of the State Party, the inquiry may include a visit to its territory.

3.  After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit these findings to the State Party concerned together with any comments and recommendations.

4.  The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments and recommendations transmitted by the Committee, submit its observations to the Committee.

5.  Such an inquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of the State Party shall be sought at all stages of the proceedings.

Follow-up to Report of Inquiry

1.
The Committee may invite the State Party concerned to include in its report under article [  ] of the Convention details of any measures taken in response to an inquiry conducted under article [ ] of the Convention.

2.
The Committee may, if necessary, after the end of the period of six months referred to in the preceding article, invite the State Party concerned to inform it of the measures taken in response to such an inquiry.

Provision for State Party to opt out of inquiry procedure:

1.
A State Party may, at the time of signature or ratification of the Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee provided for in article [  ].

2.
Any State Party having made a declaration in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present article may, at any time, withdraw this declaration by notification to the Secretary-General

I. Reports on Protection against retaliation in respect of any Complaints with the Committee
A State Party shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill treatment or intimidation as a consequence of communicating with the Committee pursuant to the Convention.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Inquiry Procedure

Article 46 - Establishment of Inquiry Procedure

1. If the Committee receives reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations by a State Party of rights set forth in the Convention, the Committee shall invite that State Party to cooperate in the examination of the information and to this end to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.

2. Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party concerned as well as any other reliable information available to it, the Committee may designate one or more of its members to conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to the Committee. Where warranted and with the consent of the State Party, the inquiry may include a visit to its territory.

3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit these findings to the State Party concerned together with any comments and recommendations.

4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments and recommendations transmitted by the Committee, submit its observations to the Committee.

5. Such an inquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of the State Party shall be sought at all stages of the proceedings.

Article 47 - Follow-up to report of inquiry

1. The Committee may invite the State Party concerned to include in its report under article 38 of the Convention details of any measures taken in response to an inquiry conducted the Convention.

2. The Committee may, if necessary, after the end of the period of six months referred to in the preceding article, invite the State Party concerned to inform it of the measures taken in response to such an inquiry.

Article 48 - Provision for State Party to opt out of inquiry procedure:

1. A State Party may, at the time of signature or ratification of this Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee provided for in this convention.

2. Any State Party having made a declaration in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present article may, at any time, withdraw this declaration by notification to the Secretary-General

Article 49 - Protection against retaliation in respect of any Communications with the Committee

1. A State Party shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that individuals under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill treatment or intimidation as a consequence of communicating with the Committee pursuant to the Convention.

6. INTER-STATE COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES

A. GOVERNMENTS

Mexico 

Article XX: Interstate complaints procedure
A State party to this Convention may, at any time, declare that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider communications to the effect that a State party claims that another State party is not fulfilling its obligations under this Convention. The Committee shall not receive communications concerning a State party that has not made such a declaration, nor communications from a State party that has not made such a declaration. 

7. FOLLOW – UP 

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 39 – Follow-up 

1. Within six months of receiving the findings, comments and recommendations transmitted by the Committee, the State Party concerned may submit its observations to the Committee.

2. States Parties shall make their reports, other relevant information submitted by the State Party, and the comments, observations and recommendations of the Committee on those reports, widely available to the public in their own countries and shall make every effort to provide such materials in accessible formats. 

3. The Committee may request the States Parties to submit information on the measures taken or identified in order to implement the recommendations of the Committee within a specified time period.
European Union

Article 42
Follow-up procedure 
Upon request by the Committee the State Party concerned shall submit a response to its comments and recommendations in the form requested by the Committee. 

Article 45
 Disclosure Requirement 
States Parties shall make their reports, the comments and recommendations of the Committee and the outcome of the follow-up procedure widely available to the public of their own countries. 
                                                                                                     (CRC, article 44, para.6 modified)

Kenya 

26. States parties shall make their reports and the reports and recommendations of the Committee widely available to the public in their own countries.

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
International Disability Caucus

I.  Publicity 
States Parties undertake to widely disseminate this Convention as well as periodic reports, general comments, and other pronouncements of its subsidiary bodies.  States Parties shall make every effort to disseminate the materials set forth in this provision in accessible formats.

8. OTHER COMPETENCIES OF THE COMMITTEE

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 40 - Thematic Work by the Committee

1. The Committee may recommend to the General Assembly to request the Secretary-General to undertake on its behalf studies on specific issues relating to the rights of persons with disabilities.

2. The Committee may conduct thematic consultations with States Parties, United Nations bodies and other competent international and national bodies on any matter addressed in this Convention.

3. The Committee may also convene national, sub-regional and regional seminars on any aspect of the Convention.

Israel

28. Consideration of Reports

(…)

3. The Committee may also adopt such general comments as it sees fit, and may also address recommendations to the United Nations and other bodies as it considers appropriate.
(…)
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

D. Consideration of Reports
(…)

3.  The Committee may also adopt such general comments as it sees fit, and may also address recommendations to the United Nations and other bodies as it considers appropriate.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS 

National Human Rights  Institutions

THE FACILITATIVE ROLES OF THE INTERNATIONAL MONITORING COMMITTEE.

Article 30 – Clarifying State Party Obligations through General Comments.

1. In order to elucidate the obligations of States Parties and assist them in advancing the goals of this Convention the Committee may adopt such general comments as it sees fit, as well as specific comments relating to the implementation of the Convention in individual States parties.

(…)
Article 33 - Identifying Solutions to Common Challenges Through Thematic Studies.

1. The Committee may, either on request from the States Parties acting regionally or individually, from the Global Disability Rights Advocate, or from  national monitoring bodies, or on its own initiative, prepare or commission thematic studies which shall address common and urgent challenges and which will assist States Parties in finding acceptable and practicable solutions that advance the implementation of this Convention.

2. Such Thematic Studies shall contain practical recommendations aimed at advancing the goals of the Convention.  The Recommendations may be addressed to the States Parties, the Specialized Agencies and other bodies of the United Nations, and such regional inter-governmental or other bodies as could play a constructive role in this context. The Committee may recommend areas of cooperation among States Parties and other competent bodies that will facilitate the implementation of this Convention. 
(…)

9. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE COMMITTEE AND OTHER BODIES AND ACTORS
9.1 RELATIONSHIP WITH ACTORS AT THE NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 41 - Co-operation with organizations and bodies

1. In the framework of the competencies granted by the Convention, the Committee shall co-operate with all relevant organs, offices and specialized agencies and funds of the United Nations, with the treaty bodies instituted by international human rights instruments, with the special procedures of the United Nations, and with competent regional intergovernmental organizations or bodies, as well as with all relevant State Party institutions, agencies or offices and other competent bodies working in the field covered by this Convention. 

2. As it discharges its mandate, the Committee shall consult with other treaty monitoring bodies established in the framework of relevant international human rights instruments, with a view to ensuring the consistency of their respective comments, observations and recommendations. 

3. In order to foster the effective implementation of the Convention and to encourage international cooperation in the field covered by the Convention, the relevant organs, offices and specialized agencies and funds of the United Nations, in particular the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, International Labour Organisation, the World Health Organization, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Children's Fund, shall be entitled to be represented at the consideration of the implementation of such provisions of the present Convention, as fall within the scope of their mandate. The Committee may invite these organs, offices and specialized agencies and funds and other competent bodies as it may consider appropriate to provide expert advice on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling within the scope of their respective mandates and may invite them to submit reports on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling within the scope of their activities.

4. The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate, to the relevant organs, offices and specialized agencies, and funds of the United Nations and other competent bodies, any reports from States Parties that contain a request, or indicate a need for technical advice or assistance, along with the Committee's observations and suggestions, if any, on these requests or indications. The Committee may recommend that a State Party consider seeking technical advice or assistance from these bodies. 

5. The Committee may invite representatives of international and national competent bodies to provide relevant information that would assist the Committee in its regular monitoring of the measures adopted by States Parties to give effect to the rights recognized in the present Convention and on the progress made in the enjoyment of those rights.  

[… regular monitoring of the full and effective implementation of this Convention.] 

[… consideration of the progress made in the implementation of the present Convention.]  

6. The Committee may make suggestions and general recommendations based on information received pursuant to its work. Such suggestions and general recommendations shall be transmitted to (any) State Parties concerned and reported to the General Assembly, together with comments, if any, from States Parties.

European Union

Article 34
Committee on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

1.  (…)

2.   In carrying out its functions the Committee shall provide full participation for persons with disabilities, both in terms of access and participation in the monitoring process,  including with respect to meeting venues, documentation and interpretation.                                                 

     (from OHCHR background paper)

Article 46
Cooperation with other (UN-)Institutions
1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the biannual report of the Committee to the Economic and Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations, the Commission on Social Development of the United Nations and other relevant bodies for their information. 

                                                                              
        (CEDAW, article 21, para. 2 modified)

2. The Committee shall consult other treaty bodies instituted by relevant United Nations human rights instruments with a view to facilitating the consistency of their respective comments and recommendations and may invite members of such bodies to take part in its deliberations. 






         (Draft Enforced Disappearances, article 28, para 2 modified)

3.  The Committee may cooperate with all relevant organs, offices and specialised agencies and funds of the United Nations, with the special procedures of the United Nations, and with regional intergovernmental organisations or bodies working toward the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. 






          (Draft Enforced Disappearances, article 28, para 1, modified)

4. The Committee may invite representatives of non-governmental organizations with expertise in the field of disability issues or other relevant fields as well as national human rights institutions to submit relevant information that would assist the Committee in its work. 

Israel 
29. Relationship between the Convention and Other Bodies

In order to foster the effective implementation of the Convention, to encourage coordination among relevant stakeholders and to encourage international cooperation in the field covered by the Convention:

1. The Committee shall request the specialized agencies, organs, special and thematic rapporteurs, of the United Nations, regional commissions of the United Nations, as well as intergovernmental organizations and other concerned bodies to submit, for consideration by the Committee, written information on such matters dealt with in the present Convention as fall within the scope of their activities.

2. The Committee shall invite representatives of specialized agencies, organs, special and thematic rapporteurs of the United Nations, as well as of intergovernmental organizations to be present and to be heard in its meetings whenever matters falling within their field of competence are considered.

3. The Committee shall seek, as relevant, technical assistance from the specialized agencies, organs, special and thematic rapporteurs of the United Nations and other relevant bodies to assist it in its consideration of the reports of States Parties.

4. The Committee may recommend areas of cooperation among States Parties and other competent bodies that will facilitate the implementation of this Convention. To this end, the Committee shall make its recommendations to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Committee shall invite representatives of non-governmental organizations with expertise in the field of disability issues or other relevant fields to submit relevant information to the Committee to assist it in its work and to be present and to be heard in its meetings.

Mexico 

Article XX: (Cooperation of the Committee with other bodies)

1. In the framework of the competencies granted by this Convention, the Committee shall co-operate with all relevant organs, offices and specialized agencies and funds of the United Nations, with the treaty bodies instituted by international instruments, with the special procedures of the United Nations, and with the regional intergovernmental organizations or bodies concerned, as well as with all relevant State institutions, agencies or offices working toward the protection and promotion of the rights and dignity of persons with disability. 
2. As it discharges its mandate, the Committee shall consult other treaty bodies instituted by relevant international human rights instruments with a view to ensuring the consistency of their respective observations and recommendations.
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

E. Relationship between the Committee and other Bodies
To foster the effective implementation of the Convention, to encourage coordination among relevant stakeholders and to encourage international cooperation in the field covered by the Convention:

1.  The Committee shall request the specialized agencies, organs, special and thematic rapporteurs, of the United Nations, regional commissions of the United Nations, as well as intergovernmental organizations and other concerned bodies to submit, for consideration by the Committee, written information on such matters dealt with in this Convention as fall within the scope of their activities.

2.  The Committee shall invite representatives of specialized agencies, organs, special and thematic rapporteurs of the United Nations, as well as of intergovernmental organizations, to participate, in a consultative capacity, in the meetings of the Committee whenever matters falling within their field of competence are considered.

3.  The Committee shall seek, as relevant, technical assistance from the specialized agencies, organs, special and thematic rapporteurs of the United Nations and other relevant bodies to assist it in its consideration of the reports of States Parties.

4. The Committee may recommend areas of cooperation among States Parties and other competent bodies that will facilitate the implementation of this Convention. To this end, the Committee shall make its recommendations to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

5.  The Committee shall invite national human rights institutions/national mechanisms and/or focal points, representatives of disabled persons organizations and of non-governmental organizations with expertise in the field of disability issues or other relevant fields, and other relevant bodies to submit relevant information to the Committee to assist it in its work and to be present and to be heard in its meetings.

F. Relationship between UN Agencies and Coordinating Committee on Disability Policy 

1. State Parties shall establish an international coordinating committee composed of the Office of High Commissioner of Human Rights, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the UN specialized agencies and organs, and international organizations representing persons with disabilities (“the International Coordinating Committee on Disability Policy”.

2. The function of the International Coordinating Committee on Disability Policy shall be to serve as a forum to share and coordinate issues of disability policy relevant to the respective mandates of the international agencies. 

3. The International Coordinating Committee on Disability Policy shall hold bi-annual meetings.
(…)
C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS
National Human Rights Institutions

Article 34. Consultations with Disability Non-governmental Organizations

In order to ensure that the convention effectively serves its intended beneficiaries the Committee shall:

1. invite representatives of or representative organizations of persons with disabilities as well as other human rights non governmental organizations with expertise in the field of disability issues or other relevant fields to submit relevant information to the Committee to assist it in its work.

2. engage in an ongoing dialogue with representative organizations of persons with disabilities to inform its appreciation of the relevance and extent of particular issues or problems and to take appropriate action.

Article 36 - Collaborative Relationship with other International Bodies.
In order to effectively harness the contribution of all relevant international bodies toward the achievement of the goals of this convention the Committee shall:

1. request the relevant organs of the United Nations (including regional commissions), the specialized agencies, and other human rights monitoring bodies (including special rapporteurs, thematic rapportuers and other special procedures of the United Nations), as well as intergovernmental organizations and other concerned bodies to submit, for consideration by the Committee, written information on such matters dealt with in the present Convention as fall within the scope of their activities.

2. invite relevant organs of the United Nations (including regional commissions), the specialized agencies, and other human rights monitoring bodies (including special rapporteurs, thematic rapportuers and other special procedures of the United Nations), to be present and to be heard in its meetings whenever matters falling within their field of competence are considered.

3. seek, as relevant, technical assistance,  relevant organs of the United Nations (including regional commissions), the specialized agencies, and other human rights monitoring bodies (including special rapporteurs, thematic rapportuers and other special procedures of the United Nations),, the Global Disability Rights Advocate and other relevant bodies to assist it in its consideration of the reports of States Parties.

Article  37 – Regional Focus of the Work of the Committee

In order to ensure that the Committee has the capacity to better appreciate circumstances within regions that help explain the nature of the problems experienced and especially the kinds of solutions that would produce tangible results and without prejudice to the obligation of each State Party to comply with its obligations under this convention, the Committee shall:
1. Meet regionally on a rotational basis to assess progress achieved under National Action Plans for the States Parties concerned,
2. Initiate and inform a regional dialogue about further measures that may be necessary at regional level to ensure further progress towards the achievement of the aims of this convention.

9.2 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE COMMITTEE AND NATIONAL MECHANISMS 

A. GOVERNMENTS

Israel
30. Relationship between Committee and National Mechanisms

In regard to the national mechanisms, the Committee shall:

1. Advise and assist States Parties, when necessary, in their establishment;

2. Maintain direct, if necessary confidential, contact with the national mechanisms and offer them training and technical assistance with a view to strengthening their capacities;

3. Advise and assist them in the evaluation of the needs and the means necessary to strengthen the protection of persons with disabilities;

4. Make recommendations and observations to the States Parties with a view to strengthening the capacity and the mandate of the national mechanisms for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities;

5. Cooperate, for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in general, with the relevant United Nations organs and mechanisms as well as with the international, regional and national institutions or organizations working toward the strengthening of the rights of persons with disabilities.

31. National Human Rights Institution

1. Each State Party shall maintain, designate or establish within one year after the entry into force of this Convention of its ratification or accession, an independent national human rights institution for the promotion and protection of the rights of person with disabilities at the domestic level. Where an independent national human rights institution already exists in the State Party, its mandate shall be extended to comply with this convention and the provisions of this article shall apply with the necessary changes.

2. The States Parties shall guarantee the functional and financial independence of the national human rights institution as well as the independence of their personnel including by way of earmarked funding from the state budget. 

3. The States Parties shall ensure that the composition of the national human rights institution includes majority representation of persons with disabilities, reflecting the entire spectrum of disabilities. They shall strive for a gender balance and the adequate representation of national, ethnic and minority groups.

4. States parties shall establish an advisory committee of the national human rights institution, which will include a majority of people with disabilities, reflecting the entire spectrum of disabilities. The Advisory Committee shall also include professionals, legal experts and public representatives. The Chairperson of the Advisory Committee shall be a person with disabilities.

5. The States Parties undertake to make available the necessary resources for the independent functioning of the national human rights institution.

6. The establishment, composition and operation of the national human rights institution shall be in compliance with the Principles relating to the State and Functioning of National Institutions for Protection and Promotion of Human Rights (the Paris Principles).

7. The competent authorities of the State Party concerned shall examine the recommendations of the national human rights institution and participate in dialogue with the body on measures taken to implement the provisions of this convention.

8. The national human rights institution shall be granted, at a minimum, the powers and functions to:

a. Make recommendations to the relevant authorities with the aim of improving the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities based on the obligations contained in this Convention and other relevant international norms.

b. Submit proposals and observations concerning existing or draft legislation.

c. Establish contact with the Committee, to submit information to the Committee and to meet with the Committee.

d. Conduct public awareness raising and other advocacy activities for the promotion of the rights and obligations included in the Convention.

e. Promote cooperation on issues related to the implementation of the Convention between all relevant bodies and stakeholders on the national and international level, including government ministries, state-funded bodies, local authorities, the private and voluntary sectors, the relevant non-governmental organizations, non-governmental organizations of people with disabilities, specialized agencies, and UN bodies.

f. Publish guidelines concerning all matters which are the subject of the Convention.

g. Identify the special needs of persons with disabilities and the selection of the most effective and appropriate ways to respond to these needs, including the initiation, commissioning and encouragement of research.

h. Promote the establishment of data bases in relation to persons with disabilities. 

i. Advise persons with disabilities of their rights.

j. Submit an annual national report on the implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities in the State Party concerned.

k. Investigate complaints by persons with disabilities and initiate investigations as to infringements of the rights of persons with disabilities.

l. Conduct mediation, arbitration and other action designed to settled disputes regarding the rights of persons with disabilities.

m. File legal actions in the courts and national tribunals in the Commission’s name and in the name of persons with disabilities with a view to protecting and implementing the rights of persons with disabilities.

n. Issue directions and orders with a view to protecting and implementing the rights of persons with disabilities.

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

Article 33. National implementation and monitoring

1. States Parties shall designate at least one focal point within government for matters relating to the implementation of the present Convention.

2.  States Parties shall establish or designate a coordination mechanism to facilitate related action in different sectors and at different levels.  Such a coordination mechanism shall be composed of members of government as well as persons with disabilities through their representative organizations.

3.  Each State Party shall maintain, designate or establish within one year after the entry into force of this Convention or its ratification or accession,  an independent national mechanism for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities at the domestic level.  Where an independent national mechanism already exists in the State party, its mandate shall be extended to comply with this Convention. The national mechanism shall be established in consultation with persons with disabilities and their organizations and structured so as to facilitate the involvement on an ongoing basis of persons with disabilities in the formation of the national institution’s policies and processes.

4. The States Parties shall guarantee the functional independence of the national mechanism as well as the independence of their personnel. 

5. The States Parties shall ensure that the composition of the national mechanism includes experts with a majority representation of persons with disabilities.  In this regard, there must be equitable representation of persons with disabilities who have diverse disability experience. The national mechanism shall comprise an equal number of men and women and the adequate representation of national ethnic, indigenous, and minority groups. 

6. The States Parties undertake to make available the necessary resources for the functioning of the national mechanism. 

7. The establishment, composition and operation of the national mechanism shall be consistent with the Principles relating to the Status and Functioning of National Institutions for Protection and Promotion of Human Rights (the “Paris Principles”) or the highest international standard.

8. The competent authorities of the State Party concerned shall examine the recommendations of the national mechanism and participate in dialogue with the body on measures taken to implement the provisions of this Convention. 

9. The national mechanism shall be granted, at a minimum, the powers to: 

a. Draft and adopt its own rules of procedure;
b. Make recommendations to the relevant authorities with the aim of improving the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities based on the obligations contained in this Convention; 

c. Submit proposals and observations concerning existing or draft legislation;

d. Establish contacts with the Committee, to submit information to the Committee and to meet with the Committee;  

e. Conduct public awareness raising and other advocacy activities for the promotion of the Convention; 

f. Liaise with relevant non-governmental organizations, specialized agencies, and UN bodies on issues related to the implementation of the Convention; 

g. Build the capacity of disabled persons organizations and other members of civil society; and

h. Hear any complaints or petitions or transmitting them to any other competent authority within the limits prescribed by the law. 
III. Relationship Between the Committee and National Mechanisms

In regard to the national mechanisms, the Committee shall: 

a. Advise and assist States Parties, when necessary, in their establishment; 

b. Maintain direct, if necessary confidential, contact with the national mechanisms and offer them training and technical assistance with a view to strengthening their capacities; 

c. Advise and assist them in the evaluation of the needs and the means necessary to strengthen the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities;

d. Make recommendations and observations to the States Parties with a view to strengthening the capacity and the mandate of the national mechanisms for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities; and

e. Cooperate, for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in general, with the relevant United Nations organs and mechanisms as well as with the international, regional and national institutions or organizations, particularly organizations of persons with disabilities, working toward the strengthening of the rights of men and women with disabilities.

IV. National Action Plans

States Parties undertake to ensure the full realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all individuals within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind on the basis of disability.  To this end, States Parties undertake to develop, periodically update, publish and make available a national plan of action for the full, effective and equal enjoyment of the human rights of persons with disabilities, which shall reflect the obligations set forth in this Convention.  Such national action plans shall be developed in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS
National Human Rights Institutions

Article 27 - Establishment of a National Monitoring Body.

1. Each State Party shall maintain, designate or establish within one year after the entry into force of this Convention for that State, an independent national body responsible for the monitoring of the implementation of this Convention, and for promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities at the domestic level.  Where an independent national human rights institution already exists in the State party, its mandate shall be extended to comply with this convention.  

2. The national monitoring body shall be granted, at a minimum, the powers to: 

a. monitor compliance with this convention at the national level in particular by monitoring progress made under the National Action Plan,

b. submit proposals and observations concerning existing or draft legislation,

c. entertain or support complaints at national level as it considers appropriate,
d. make recommendations to the relevant authorities with the aim of improving the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities based on the obligations contained in this Convention and other relevant international norms,

e. conduct public awareness raising and other advocacy activities for the promotion of the Convention,

f. liaise with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, the International Committee, the Global Disability Rights Advocate, the United Nations and its specialized agencies and other bodies, regional and inter-governmental organizations on issues related to the implementation of the Convention.

3. The States Parties shall guarantee the functional independence of the national monitoring body as well as the independence of its personnel. 

4. The States Parties undertake to make available the necessary resources for the functioning of the national monitoring body. 

5. The establishment, composition and operation of the national monitoring body shall be in compliance with the Principles relating to the Status and Functioning of National Institutions for Protection and Promotion of Human Rights (the “Paris Principles”). 

Article 35 - Facilitative relationship with National Monitoring Mechanisms.

In order to ensure that national monitoring mechanisms are fully apprised of relevant developments concerning the convention and its interpretation and in order to ensure that its deliberations are as fully informed as possible about local circumstances the Committee shall:

a. initiate and sustain an ongoing dialogue with national monitoring bodies both at the regional level as well as individually and collectively,

b. invite national monitoring mechanisms to propose subjects for potential thematic studies.

10. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 44 – Annual report of the Committee

1. The Committee shall report annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations on all its activities.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the reports of the Committee to the Commission on Social Development, the Commission on Human Rights (Human Rights Council) and the Conference of States Parties for their information.

European Union 

Article 43
Report of the Committee
1. The Committee shall prepare, a report on its activities and priorities including general assessment of the implementation of the rights of the present Convention every two years. 

                                                                                            (CEDAW, article 21, para. 1 shortened)

2. The Committee shall present its report to the States Parties of the present Convention and to the General Assembly of the United Nations. 



         (CAT, article 24)

Israel

28. Consideration of Reports

(…)
5. The Committee shall present an annual report to the General Assembly of the United Nations on the implementation of the present Convention, containing its own considerations and recommendations, based, in particular, on the examination of the reports and any observations presented by States Parties. Such reports shall be made available in accessible formats.

6. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the annual reports of the Committee to the States Parties to the present Convention, the Economic and Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations, the Commission on Social Development of the United Nations and other relevant organizations.
(…)  
Mexico

1. The Committee shall report annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations on all its activities.


2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the reports of the Committee to the Commission on Social Development and the Human Rights Council for their information.
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

D. Consideration of Reports
(…)

5.  The Committee shall present an annual report to the General Assembly of the United Nations on the implementation of the present Convention, containing its own considerations and recommendations, based, in particular, on the examination of the reports and any observations presented by States Parties.  Such reports shall be made available in accessible formats.

6.  The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the annual reports of the Committee to the States Parties to the present Convention, the Economic and Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations, the Commission on Social Development of the United Nations and other relevant organizations.

(…)

J. Reports on Complaints and Inquiry Procedures
The Committee shall include in its annual report a summary of its activities under the complaints procedure and the inquiry procedure.

National Institutions

Article 50 - Annual Reporting by Committee.
1. The Committee shall present an annual report to the General Assembly of the United Nations on the implementation of the present Convention, containing its own considerations and recommendations, based, in particular, on the examination of National Action Plans and any observations presented by States Parties.  Such reports shall be made available in accessible formats.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the annual reports of the Committee to the States Parties to the present Convention, the Economic and Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations, the Commission on Social Development of the United Nations and other relevant organizations.

11. MEETING / CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES
A. GOVERNMENTS
Costa Rica

Article 45 – Conference of States Parties 
1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established.  The first session of the Conference shall be convened by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights not later than one year after the entry into force of this Convention. The Conference will determine the venue and timing of subsequent regular sessions at its first session. 
2.  The Conference of the Parties shall keep under regular review the implementation of the Convention and the functioning of its institutional arrangements and take the decisions necessary to promote its effective implementation including:
 

a) Promoting and facilitating the exchange of information on measures adopted by the State Parties in furtherance of the Convention;

 

b) Promoting, as appropriate, the development, implementation and evaluation of strategies, plans, and programmes, as well as policies, legislation and other measures undertaken by States Parties in furtherance of the implementation of this Convention;
 
c) Promoting and facilitating the mobilization of financial resources to advance the expeditious implementation of this Convention;   

d) Establishing such subsidiary bodies as are deemed necessary for the implementation of the Convention;

e) Requesting, where appropriate, the services and cooperation of, and information provided by, competent and relevant organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and other international and regional intergovernmental organizations and nongovernmental organizations and bodies as a means of strengthening the implementation of the Convention; and 
 f) Considering other action, as appropriate, for the achievement of the objectives of this Convention in the light of experience gained in its implementation.

 3. Extraordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at such other times as may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the written request of any Party, provided that, within six months of the request being communicated to them by the Secretariat of the Convention, it is supported by at least one-third of the Parties. 
4. The Conference of the Parties shall adopt by consensus its Rules of Procedure at its first session. 
5. The Conference of the Parties shall by consensus adopt financial rules for itself as well as governing the funding of any subsidiary bodies it may establish as well as financial provisions governing the functioning of the Secretariat. At each ordinary session, it shall adopt a budget for the financial period until the next ordinary session. 
6. The Conference of the Parties shall keep under regular review the implementation of the Convention and take the decisions necessary to promote its effective implementation and may adopt protocols, annexes and amendments to the Convention, in accordance with [final provisions]. 
7.  The Conference of the Parties may request, where appropriate, the services and cooperation of, and information provided by, competent and relevant organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and other international and regional intergovernmental organizations and nongovernmental organizations and bodies as a means of strengthening the implementation of the Convention.   
European Union

Article 44
Meeting of the States Parties 
1. The Committee shall invite States Parties to meet regularly in order to conduct an exchange of information, experience and best practices with regard to the application or implementation of this Convention.   

2. States not parties to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other relevant international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, and relevant non-governmental organizations may be invited to attend these meetings as observers. 

(Ottawa Convention, article 11, para 4, modified)

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus

VI. Conference of States Parties

1. There shall be a Conference of States Parties (hereinafter, "the Conference"), which shall have the object to:

a) Evaluate the operation and status of this Convention;

b) Promote international cooperation and assistance in accordance with the Convention;

c) Consider the recommendations and suggestions put forward by the Committee; and

d) Elaborate a final report on the agreements reached at the Conference and submit it to the Secretary General of the United Nations.

2. The first Conference shall be convened by the Secretary General  within a period of  one year following the entry into force of this Convention. Subsequent meetings shall be convened by the Secretary General every three years, or whenever he or she deems necessary, and shall be held at the headquarters of the United Nations.

3. The Conference shall establish its own rules of procedure which shall inter alia, stipulate that:

a) Two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute quorum; and

b)  Conference decisions shall be adopted by a majority of votes from the members present.

4. States not Party to this Convention, specialized bodies and competent agencies of the United Nations system, and disabled persons organizations, regional and non-governmental organizations may be invited to attend these meetings as observers, in accordance with the agreed rules of procedure.

5. The Secretary General shall provide the resources, personnel, and services required to hold the Conferences of States Parties.
12. REVIEW OF THE MECHANISM
A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Article 37 – The Relationship of the Committee to the UN Human Rights System

1. A Conference of States Parties will take place at the earliest four years and the latest six years following the entry into force of this Convention to evaluate the functioning of the Committee and to decide, by a majority of two-thirds of the State Parties present and voting, whether it is appropriate to transfer to another body the monitoring of this Convention.


European Union

Article 48
Review
The Secretary-General of the United Nations may convene a Conference of States Parties to evaluate the functioning of the Committee and to decide whether it is appropriate to transfer to another body – without excluding any possibility - the monitoring of this Convention.
(Draft Convention on Enforced Disappearances, article 27, shortened) 

Mexico

Article XX: The Committee in the human rights treaty body system


1. Where fundamental changes have affected the human rights treaty body system prior to the entry into force of the Convention, a Conference of States parties will take place six months after the entry into force of the Convention to decide, by a majority of two-thirds of the States present and voting, whether it is appropriate to transfer to another body – without excluding any possibility – the monitoring of this Convention.
2. A Conference of the States parties will take place at the earliest four years and the latest six years following the entry into force of this Convention to evaluate the functioning of the Committee and to decide, by a majority of two-thirds of the States parties present and voting, whether it is appropriate to transfer to another body – without excluding any possibility – the monitoring of this Convention. 
B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

National Human Rights Institutions

Article 51 - Review conference

No later than 5 years after the entry into force of this Convention, the Secretary-General shall convene a meeting of the States Parties to consider the provisions of this Part in light of any relevant developments concerning monitoring arrangements under other United Nations human rights treaties. 

13. OTHER MONITORING / ADVOCACY MECHANISMS
A. GOVERNMENTS

B. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Disability Caucus
V.  Ombudsperson
1. The Disability Rights Advocate shall:
(a) Be a person with a disability of high moral standing and personal integrity and shall possess expertise in the field of human rights as they relate to disability;

(b) Be appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the recommendation of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, following consultation with organizations representing persons with disabilities, with due regard to geographical rotation and equitable representation of diverse disabilities, and have a fixed term of four years with a possibility of one renewal for another fixed term of four years;

(c) Be of the rank of Assistant-Secretary-General and be independent of, but supported by, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights;

(d) Be the United Nations official with principal responsibility for  promoting United Nations activities relating to the human rights of persons with disabilities under the direction and authority of the Secretary-General;
2.  The Disability Rights Advocate responsibilities shall include:

(a) To promote ratification and implementation of this Convention; 

(b) To promote and protect the effective enjoyment of the human rights of persons with disabilities and prevent violation of such rights;

(c) To provide advice and assistance to governments at their request on the implementation of their obligations under this Convention;

(d) To coordinate the activities of relevant United Nations bodies, programmes, specialized agencies, international organizations, non-governmental organizations and international financial institutions in the fields related to this Convention, to encourage them to mainstream fully in their work the human rights of persons with disabilities, and to facilitate, where appropriate, the inclusion of issues relating to this Convention in relevant United Nations missions, field presences and national offices; and

(e) To collaborate closely with the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and with other human rights treaty monitoring bodies;

3.  The Disability Rights Advocate shall perform his/her functions in such as he or she considers appropriate.

4.  The Disability Rights Advocate shall report annually on his/her activities, in accordance with his/her mandate, to the Commission on Human Rights/Human Rights Council and to the General Assembly.

C. NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS
National Human Rights Institutions

Global Disability Rights Advocate.

Article 38 - Establishment.

In order to ensure that an international focal point exists to take proactive measures to 

Enhance effectiveness of this convention especially with respect to capacity-building at the national level, the Secretary General of the United Nations shall,

1. Appoint a full-time Global Disability Rights Advocate whose primary function will be to complement the work of the Committee by taking concrete steps to promote the achievement of the aims of the convention.

2. The Secretary General shall appoint the Global Disability Rights Advocate from a panel nominated by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights after due consultation with States Parties as well as with  representative organizations of persons with disabilities.

3. The Global Disability Rights advocate shall be appointed for a period of 3 years, and may be reappointed for no more than one additional term.

Article 39 – Functions  of the Global Disability Rights Advocate.

1. The functions of the Global Disability Rights Advocate are to:

a. promote the Convention and raise awareness about its aims through the organization of international, regional and national conferences, seminars and publications and similar activities,

b. highlight and facilitate the exchange of best practice among the States Parties,

c. recommend areas that require thematic study by the Committee,

d. assist in raising the capacity of representative organizations of persons with disabilities to advocate for their rights under this Convention at the domestic and international level,

e. assist in raising the capacity of national monitoring bodies to address the issue of human rights and disabilities at the national level,

f. assist in raising the capacity of national agencies responsible for the implementation of this Convention;

g. assist individuals or groups of persons with disabilities in suitable cases in submitting a complaint to the Committee,

h. participate in all United Nations activities relating to disability.

2. The Global Disability Rights Advocate shall present and annual report on his or her work to the General Assembly of the United Nations.

14. OTHER PROVISIONS / ISSUES

A. GOVERNMENTS

Costa Rica

Publicity of the Convention [This language to be placed in General Obligations.]
Each State Party undertakes to make widely known and give publicity to the Convention and to facilitate access to information about the work and recommendations of the Committee, in particular on matters involving that State Party.  State Parties shall make every effort to disseminate the materials referred to in this provision in accessible formats.

II. GENERAL COMMENTS
UNITED STATES 

The United States strongly supports the need for effective international monitoring.

In view of the widespread acknowledgement of the need for treaty body reform and the specific proposals of the High Commissioner on Human Rights in this regard, the creation of a new body at this juncture seems inappropriate.  Creating a new body would be a disincentive to reform with unacceptable financial consequences.

Instead, the United States suggests the use of existing monitoring bodies to perform the monitoring function under this Convention.

The United States believes that mainstreaming disabilities issues into the existing system is consistent with the philosophy of the draft convention, which is to ensure that persons with disabilities are entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of the same rights as all other people.

Mainstreaming disabilities issues into existing bodies is also desirable for reasons of:

· existing expertise on non-discrimination; 

· consistency of jurisprudence; 

· efficiency; 

· avoidance of redundancy; and 

· cost savings. 

Existing monitoring bodies already have jurisdiction over the issues covered in the draft convention.  For example, the Human Rights Committee already has jurisdiction over discrimination against persons with disabilities.  See, e.g., ICCPR Article 26 (“discrimination …on any ground…or other status”).

Existing monitoring bodies have already dealt with disabilities issues.  For example, the Human Rights Committee has considered individual complaints of discrimination on the basis of disabilities.  Moreover, a number of states currently incorporate disabilities issues into their reporting to international monitoring bodies.

The United States would welcome the opportunity to engage in a dialogue on how to integrate disabilities perspectives and disabilities-related expertise, as well as appropriate  and effective new working methods, into existing bodies.  The United States believes that creative solutions are possible in this regard.

In this way, mainstreaming disabilities issues – including the very constructive participation of civil society – into existing bodies could serve to reinvigorate these bodies and thus be a positive force in favor of the reform that all agree is badly needed.
INDIA
We would like to thank the delegations which have provided us a framework for discussion on international monitoring. Without prejudice to the draft proposals contained in the Articles 34 and 35, we would like to reserve our detailed comments for following reasons:

i) We would like to see the current efforts to create a new international body for monitoring in the        light of ongoing efforts to reform Treaty-bodies. It would be useful to  benefit from the ongoing reform process of Treaty-bodies, and we should not jump to conclusion on the nature of monitoring. We also believe that national monitoring is important for successful implementation of the commitments undertaken by the State Parties;

ii) As mentioned by delegations which spoke earlier, we would like to have detailed discussion in this Committee on using the existing Treaty bodies for realising the same goals, which a separate body would aim to achieve, before considering the creation of a new international body. 

            We seek your indulgence for giving more time to delegations to make comments on substantive elements of international monitoring during the next session of the Ad Hoc Committee.
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